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A Message from the Dean

Greetings Colleagues,

Happy Spring! After what feels like a mostly chilly start to the
season, things have in recent days moderated, something for
which I offer thanks and praise. For those whose April
included the busyness of High Holy Days, I hope you’re now
enjoying a more relaxed pace of work and life. 

I’d like to use this space to muse on Ahreum Han’s recital at the Mother Church this past
month. To state the obvious: it was a fabulous concert by a tremendous virtuoso, and
wonderful that our chapter could facilitate Ahreum’s inaugural concert in this city. Also on
ample display was the utterly stupendous Æolian-Skinner that occupies the Mother
Church’s extension, along with similarly ample hospitality and generosity from the Mother
Church community, our hosts.

Ahreum began her recital with the Te Deum of Jeanne Demessiux. The opening portion of
the concert, comprising the Te Deum, Bach Toccata, Adagio, and Fugue and Jean
Berveiller’s Mouvement, evoked in me tremendous nostalgia for the time in my life when I
first discovered Jeanne Demessiux’s recordings. I had the few Demessiux albums then
available on CD; one was her recording of the complete works of Franck, and another was
a miscellany, but which included her performances of the Te Deum and Mouvement. They
were made on Demessiux’s “home organ”, the Cavaillé-Coll of La Madeleine in Paris, and
part of my love for them has to do with that instrument and that room — what a pair. For
me, this portion of the concert felt like a grand tribute from one virtuoso to another, and I
saw shades of Demessieux in Ahreum’s electric virtuosity. 

Ahreum showed considerable range across the recital, which continued with her own
transcription of Offenbach’s Overture to “Orpheus in the Underworld” and William
Albright’s “Concert Rag for Organ”, Sweet Sixteenths. I am a little embarrassed to admit I
had not known many of the familiar tunes strung together to form the Overture belonged to
this work! When the irrepressible can-can began ricocheting from the organ’s solo
batteries at the conclusion, it was a sound to behold. The Albright impresses me
whenever I hear it. Albright had so clearly absorbed this idiom; all the unique dissonances
and rhythmic interplay one expects to find are there, but very carefully, and precisely,
constructed. When we hear the piece, it seems so authentic an expression of the ragtime
style, yet to see the score is to understand the lengths to which Albright went in order to
capture in notation an idiom so flexible and nuanced. 

Ahreum closed the concert with two substantial works of German composers: the Three
Jazz Preludes of Johannes Matthias Michel and Chorale-Fantasie on “Wachet Auf, ruft
uns die Stimme” of Max Reger. Again, the Mother Church instrument proved a perfect
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partner for Ahreum, with so much color available and limitless possibilities for compound
and ensemble sounds. These two pieces place considerable technical demands on the
performer, as well as requiring deft handling of the instrument and its resources. Ahreum
dispatched them with ease, coaxing a great wall of sound from the organ as the Reger
drew to its close. The inclusion of one of the great Reger showpieces offered a foretaste of
the upcoming program year, which is set to include a number of events honoring the
composer’s 150th birthday.

It was a wonderful evening, and an important opportunity to be together as a chapter
community in support of a tremendous artist. It also proved a highlight within an already
strong year of excellent programming. But there are still a few more opportunities to
gather this Spring — you’ll find more details in this edition of Pipings.

​- Mitchell Crawford, Dean

 
"I am a neighbor of the Mother Church where Ahreum Han played last night. I
heard about the concert when I attended one of the bi-monthly public recitals that
the church holds earlier this month. I want to thank the Boston Chapter for the
concert and I hope to hear more. I know that my neighbors Symphony Hall and the
Mother Church both own wonderful instruments that are not heard enough!!
Thanks again! - Best regards, Joel Shellhase"
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