
D E A R U N C L E M A X 

S e n d ques t ions to Dear U n c l e M a x , 
A G O Nat ional Headquarters, 475 River
side Dr . , Sui te 1260, N e w Y o r k , N Y 
10115. 

J recently purchased a CD titled In a 
Quiet Cathedral featuring Todd Wilson 
on the Aeolian-Skinner organ at the 
Cathedral of St. Philip, Atlanta. 

I fell in love with the second selection 
on the first disc, which was billed as 
"Air," by Giuseppe Tartini. When I 
called my music distributor, the key
board specialist stated that he was not 
aware of any organ selections com
posed by Tartini under that name; he 
suspected that Mr. Wilson may have 
transcribed a movement from one of 
Tartini's violin concertos. Checking the 
program notes, I see that, indeed, Tarti
ni did compose the piece for solo violin 
and harpsichord. 

Can you be of any help locating this 
piece of music? I would love to learn it 
as it is so appropriate for weddings, fu
nerals, or Communion services! 

C . M . M . , V a . 

The record you refer to is put out by 
Delos, DE 3145. It is a lovely C D w i t h an 
interesting perspective: that of intro
ducing the organ to young people, and 
that of giving a varied, wide selection of 
gentle, meditative music . It succeeds on 
both counts. It is not a "you've got to 
come over and hear the Graviss ima 64' 
shake the w ine glasses" or "your feet 
hurt? Rest them on the footstool for a 
massage wh i l e you hear this!" 

It is s imply good listening. It is also 
somewhat of a thesaurus of good regis
trations for mus ic of this sort, w h i c h 
leaves no doubt you are l istening to an 
Aeolian-Skinner . 

I am not surprised you didn ' t locate 
the Tart ini easily. I took the short, easy 
route and cal led T o d d W i l s o n . He was 
surprised at how many calls he had had 
asking about the " A i r . " He has a copy 
given to h i m by one of his teachers, but 
knew it was i n Garth Edmundson 's An-
thologia Antiqua, V o l . II. T o d d very 
grac ious ly sent a copy a long. M e a n 
w h i l e I located the Anthologia, pub
lished i n 1935 by J. Fischer and Bro. The 
volume, subtitled X V I I and XVIII Cen
tury Masters transcribed by Garth E d -
mundson, was publ ished i n 1935 and 
contains works by Sammart in i , J .C.F. 
Bach, L u l l y , and others. 

The " A i r " comes f rom the Dodici 
Sonate per violino e basso continuo, 
Opus II, where it is the un t i t l ed first 
movement of the Twelfth Sonata in G 
Major (B G 19). The title, " A i r , " is giv
en, apparently, by M r . Edmundson, and 
the Andante marking is altered to an 
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Adagio . Phrase-ending ornament solu
tions are also writ ten i n . A modern edi
t i o n for v i o l i n and keyboard is pub
l i shed by E d i z i o n i G . Zanibon, Padua, 
w i t h a realization of the figured bass by 
R icca rdo Castagnone. It is : Giuseppe 
Tar t in i , 1692-1770, Dodici Sonate, V o l . 
II (Sonatas VII-XII) 5716. 

A lot of nice music i n 20 bars! M a r k 
your calendars; we w i l l see how long it 
takes for someone to reissue it. 

Max B. Miller, fago 

July 1999 
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