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Introduction to the transcription 
 
This is a transcription of the doctoral dissertation of Harold Winthrop Martin, which he wrote a in partial 
fulfillment of the requirements for the Master of Sacred Music degree at Union Theological Seminary, 
New York City. 
 
I have transcribed the document as close to the original as possible, including original punctuation and 
spellings. 
 
I have changed obvious misspellings (e.g., where “tablet” was meant, yet “table” was typed, I changed 
the wording to “tablet”).  
 
Using Word software, the footnotes are numbered sequentially throughout the entire document in the 
transcription.  In the original, footnote numbering begins at every chapter. 
 
I have inserted digital copies of recital and concert programs, where those programs were already loose 
in the original document.  If the original was not accessible, I did not include it, as I did not want to 
damage the already fragile work. 
 
Any other errors are unintentional. 
          
          Claire DeCusati 
          November 2020 
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Preface 

Most church musicians today are familiar with the work of the American Guild of Organists is doing “… to 
advance the cause of worthy church music … “, either through belonging to a local Guild chapter, or 
through a subscription to the national magazine of the Guild, “The Diapason.”  The organization has 
increased by several thousand members in the past few years, largely due to the efforts of its indefatigable 
President, Mr. S. Lewis Elmer, who has contributed many, many hours and uncountable miles of travel to 
the task of spreading the gospel of the Guild.  Under his presidency, now in its eleventh year, the Guild 
has established chapters in each of the forty-eight states as well as in the territories beyond the seas such 
as Hawaii and the Canal Zone.  The total Guild membership has now passed the 13,000 mark. 
 
This writer has been intimately associated with the Guild in Boston, Massachusetts for a number of 
years.  Before beginning his studies at Union Seminary he served for six years as a member of the 
Executive Committee of the Massachusetts Chapter, the latter three as the first Registrar.  Thus he has 
had the opportunity to observe the inner workings of the Guild in Boston. 
   
This account of the history of the Boston Chapter would have been impossible without the generous 
cooperation of Dean Grover J. Oberle and Sub-Dean George Faxon, who granted him the privilege of 
perusing the old records of the Chapter and making them conveniently available to him. Thanks are also 
extended to Mrs. Emma Jane Trembly, Secretary, and Mr. Marshall Sumner Wilkins, Registrar, for their 
courtesy in letting him borrow their most recent journals in order to cull out pertinent data for this 
history. 
  
The records of the first ten years of the New England Chapter (as the Boston group was known 
originally), are not now in the possession of the Chapter. They have been sought for, unsuccessfully, but 
this gap has been bridged by consulting the files of the “New Music Review” at the offices of the H.W. 
Gray Company in New York City.  Through the kind permission of Mr. Donald Gray and the assistance of 
Mr. John Rodgers, M.S.M., these records have been put at the disposal of this researcher.  President 
Elmer has been most generous in allowing him to look through the old records at National Headquarters 
for material on the early years of the Chapter.  Sincere thanks are extended to him and to the H. W. 
Gray Company for their help in this matter. 
 
The late Dr. Hamilton C. Macdougall of Wellesley College and Mr. Herbert C. Peabody, recently 
deceased, collaborated on a short “Story of the New England Chapter,” which appears in “The Story of 
the American Guild of Organists,” published by the H. W. Gray Company in 1946.  Some of the ellipses in 
this history have been overcome by quoting from their account. 
 
Talks with various members of the Guild in Boston have brought to light much information which would 
never have been found in any journal.  Special thanks go to Mr. Harris S. Shaw, Dean of the 
Massachusetts Chapter during 1944-1947, for his contribution to this record.  His remembrances of the 
early years are sincerely appreciated, while his succinct comments on the various episodes throughout 
the Guild history have thrown light on some dark corners. 
 
This journal is sincerely dedicated to that infinite array of Boston organists who have contributed to the 
history of the American Guild of Organists in “The Hub of the Universe.”  Those who carry on have a 
worthy heritage to follow.  May they always prove true to the trust. 
      H. W. M. 

April 1, 1954 
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Chapter I: Early Beginnings 
 

The New England Chapter of the American Guild of Organists was formally begun in December, 1905.  
“It was the second Chapter to be organized, preceded only by Pennsylvania three years earlier.” 1 
The record in the “New Music Review” of February, 1906 gives a detailed account of that first meeting: 
With instructions from the Council, the Warden (Mr. Brewer) and the Registrar (Mr. Day) visited Boston 
on Wednesday, December 27th and consulted with the members of the Guild residing in that vicinity 
relative to forming a Chapter of the Guild in New England. 
 
A meeting was called of the 26 members of the Guild residing in Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New 
Hampshire, and Maine, and a number of the organists of Boston to meet at Mr. Everett E. Truette’s 
studio, 218 Tremont Street, Boston, on Thursday, December 28th at 2 p.m.  22 members and invited 
organists were present, and 9 members wrote letters saying they were heartily in sympathy with the 
movement to form the Chapter but they would unavoidably be absent. The Warden explained the 
wishes of the Council to those present and said that the special committee from the Council were [sic] in 
Boston to study the best way to form the Chapter; they were not leading, but were being advised by the 
members who were conversant with affairs in New England. 
 
The Officers of the Chapter who were appointed at the meeting in Boston and elected at the meeting in 
New York, January 1st, were as follows: 
 
   George A. Burdett, Dean  
   Everett E. Truette, Secretary 
   Warren A. Locke, Treasurer 
    
 
The Executive Committee elected by the members of the Guild in Boston were [sic] as follows: 
   
  The Dean 
  The Secretary 
  The Treasurer 
  Walter J. Clemson, Taunton 
  Henry M. Dunham, Boston 
  Arthur Foote, Dedham 
  William C. Hammond, Holyoke 
  Benjamin J. Lang, Boston 
  Hamilton C. Macdougall, Wellesley Hills 
  Samuel B. Whitney, Boston 
 
On motion the name of the Chapter thus formed is to be known as “The New England Chapter.” 
 
This Chapter will be conducted on lines similar to the Pennsylvania Chapter, and the Executive 
Committee have [sic] power to make a constitutional and by-laws, which, having been ratified by the 
Council of the Guild, shall be the authority for the conduct of the Chapter’s affairs. 
 

 
1   p. 41, The Story of the A. G. O., H. W. Gray Co. 
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Those present at the meeting in Boston, December 28th, were: 
  B. J. Lang 
   H. G. Tucker 
  Walter J. Clemson, Taunton 
  Arthur Foote 
  Warren A. Locke 
  Robert Allen, New Bedford 
  Allen W. Swan, New Bedford 
  Mrs. L. B. Felch, Natick 
  Alfred Brinkler, Portland 
  F. N. Shackley 
  Charles S. Johnson 
  Charles P. Scott 
  Wilbur Hascall 
  B. L. Whelpley 
  J. F. Driscoll 
  Alois Bartschmidt 
  Sargent Morss 
  George A. Burdett 
  Everett E. Truette 2   

 
2 New Music Review, February, 1906 
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Chapter II: The Deanship of George Albert Burdett (December 1905 
- September 1908) 

 
The New England Chapter’s first Dean was the versatile George A. Burdett. He was born in Boston June 
17, 1856 and came from a musical line, his father having been in his youth organist at the historic 
“Bulfinch” Church at South Lancaster.3 
 
At Harvard Mr. Burdett came under the wing of J. K. Paine, graduating summa cum laude in music.  He 
was editor of the Harvard Crimson and helped revive interest in Greek plays.  Following college he spent 
several years in postgraduate study, a portion of the time with Haupt in Berlin, continuing with Fischer 
in Dresden.4 
 
Immediately upon his return to this country, he accepted a call as organist and choirmaster at Harvard 
Church, Brookline, where his twenty years of service developed the musical ministry into great and ever-
growing significance and all-around worth.  In 1895 he went to Central Church. Boston, where he was 
enabled to put into practice many of his high ideals for worship music.  After sixteen years in this 
position, he returned to Harvard Church in 1911, retiring a few years later to devote himself to 
composition and his publication interests.  He was a Founder of the Guild (A.G.O.) and was one of the 
committee of three (with S. B. Whitney and Henry M. Dunham) appointed from Headquarters in New 
York to arrange illustrative services before New England had a Chapter.  He was appointed to organize 
and to be Dean of the New England Chapter, the second in the Guild.  Several years later (1920-1922) he 
again was elected to head the group. 
 
Mr. Burdett was an acknowledged leader, and the new Chapter began operations suspiciously.  The 
Chapter’s early roster included organists as Arthur Foote, George W. Chadwick, Horatio Parker, John D. 
Buckingham and George E. Whiting.  Hamilton C. Macdougall was at Wellesley, Sumner Salter at 
Williams, William Churchill Hammond at Mount Holyoke and Charles H. Morse at Dartmouth. 5 
 
The first Chapter recital was given by William C. Hammond, the second by John Hermann Loud.  This 
tabulation of 1907 records sixty-nine active members and seventy-seven subscribing members, sixteen 
of whom were Founders, twenty Honorary Associates and 132 subscribers.6 
 
The First Public Service of the New England Chapter was held at Emmanuel Church, Boston, on Tuesday 
evening, November 20, 1906, with a choir of about fifty men and boys under the direction of Arthur S. 
Hyde, organist and choirmaster:   
  

 
3 Pp. 42, 45, The Story of the A.G.O. 
4 Clipping from the Chapter scrapbook. 
5 P. 42, The Story of the A.G.O. 
6 P. 45, The Story of the A.G.O. 
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Prelude: Fantasie in C Major …………………………………………………………………………………….. César Franck 
 (B. J. Lang of Boston) 
Processional Hymn 450   ………………………………………………………………………………………………..  S. B. Whitney 
Cantata: Thou Guide of Israel  ………………………………………………………………………………………..  Dvorak 
Offertory:  Vision  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  Rheinberger 
 (Hamilton C. Macdougall of Wellesley) 
Recessional Hymn 521 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………  J. K. Paine 
Postlude:  Finale in E flat  ……………………………………………………………………………………………….  Guilmant 
 (Allen W. Swan of New Bedford) 
 
Several Chapter members who were present at that first Guild service are still living, among these are 
Miss Ruth Bosworth Eddy, A.A.G.O., of Swansea Centre; Homer C. Humphrey of Boston; Alfred Brinkler, 
F.A.G.O., of Portland, Maine and Miss Georgia B. Easton, A.A.G.O., of Methuen.  It is reported that a 
congregation of twelve hundred people filled the church and evidence of interest were manifest among 
those present. 
 
The First Organ Recital was given by William Churchill Hammond, A.G.O., at New Old South Church, 
Boston, on February 27, 1907: 
 
Sonata VI in E minor, Op. 137 ……………………………………………………………………………………….  G. Merkel 
Benediction Nuptiale ……………………………………………………………………………………………….……. Saint-Saëns 
Pastorale (Symphony II)  …………………………………………………….………………………………………….  Widor 
Passacaglia (composed 1627) ………………………………………………………………………………………… Frescobaldi 
Fugue on B-A-C-H …………………………………………………………………………………………………..………. Schumann 
Suite in D ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………. Handel 
Oriental Sketches ………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………. A. Bird 
Nocturne in A flat Major …………………………………………………………………………………………….….. H. W. Parker 
A Springtime Sketch …………………………………………………………………………………………..…………… J. H. Brewer 
Christus Resurrexit (Inno di Gloria)  …………………………………………………………………….…………. O. Ravanello 
 
The Second Organ Recital was given by John Hermann Loud, A.A.G.O, at the Old First Church, Boston, on 
March 14, 1907: 
 
Sonata XIX, Op. 193 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………... Rheinberger 
Lamentation   .………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Guilmant 
Fugue in B minor ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….. Bach 
Grand Piéce Symphonique, Op. 17 …………………………………………………………………………………... Franck 
Two Posthumous Works …………………………………………………………………………………………….…….  Mendelssohn 

a. Andante, with Variations 
b. Allegro in B flat 

 
The Second Public Service was held at the First Baptist Church, Commonwealth Avenue, Boston, April 
16, 1907: 
 
Prelude:  Adagio (Sonata in G minor) ……………………………………………………………………………. H. M. Dunham 
 (Henry M. Dunham of Boston) 
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Magnificat in A ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Stainer 
Offertory: Andantino (Suite in D) ………………………………………………………………………………….. Arthur Foote 
 (E. Cutter, Jr.) 
Three Selections from Stabat Mater …………………………………………………………………………….. Dvorak 
Postlude: Allegro maestoso (Sonata in G, Op. 28) …………………………………………………………  Elgar 
 (Alfred Brinkler of Portland) 
 
The service was played by James D. D. Comey, organist and choirmaster, assisted by a chorus of 21 solo 
voices. 
 
The correspondent of the Chapter to the official organ of the Guild, “The New Music Review”, in the 
issue of December, 1907 says: 
 

The services in Portland, New Bedford, and Providence have been committed to the direction of 
Alfred Brinkler, F.A.G.O., Allen W. Swan, A.G.O., and Arthur H. Ryder of Grace Church, respectively.  
These gentlemen will form local committees for the arrangements and furtherance of the 
movement and will enlist the customary assistance in the services. 

 
The Third Public Service was held at St Thomas’ Church, Taunton, on November 6, 1907: 
 
Prelude: Pastorale ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Trillat 
          Vision  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. H. W. Parker 
                           (Allen W. Swan, A.G.O.) 
Magnificat …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Iliffe 
Nunc Dimittis ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Ilffe 
Anthem: O Lord, Thou art my God ………………………………………………………………………………… C. Lee Williams 
Offertory:  Nocturne ……………………………………………………………………………………………………… Wheeldon 
 (Walter J. Clemson, A.G.O.) 
Postlude:  Fantasia in G Major ………………………………………………………………………………………. Bach 
 (B. J. Lang, A.G.O.) 
        The service was played by George Shaul. 
 
A recital was given by R. Huntington Woodman, Mus. Doc., A.G.O., F.A.G.O., at First Church in Boston on 
November 29, 1907: 
 
Passacaglia and Fugue in C minor …………………………………………………………………………………… Bach 
Variations from Concerto I …………………………………………………………………………………………….. Handel 
Pastorale ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Foote 
Concert Overture in C minor ………………………………………………………………………………………….. Hollins 
Cantilene in B flat …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Woodman 
Scherzo in Canon form (arr. H. W. Parker) …………………………………………………………………….. Jadassoon 
Pièce Heroique ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. Franck 
Canzone in F minor ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. King Hall 
Toccata ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….… Edward d’Evry 
 
The Fourth Public Service was held at Grace Church, Providence, Rhode Island, on December 2, 1907.  
The service was played by Arthur H. Ryder, organist and choirmaster and sung by “the surpliced choir” 
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of the church. Mr. F. E. Streeter, F.A.G.O., and Mr. Henry Clough-Leighter of Boston, former organist of 
the church, assisted Mr. Ryder at the organ in “the usual manner.” 
 
A service was held at the Second Church in Dorchester, Congregational, on November 24, 1907. Dean 
Burdett of Central Church, Boston, opened the new organ built by the Hook & Hastings Company.  He 
was assisted by John F. Hartwell, organist of the church and the Quartet Choir: 
 
Vision …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Rheinberger 
Romance ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Whealdon 
Anthem: I Will Sing of Thy Power …………………………………………………………………………………… Sullivan 
Fiat Lux …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Dubois 
Ave Maria ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Bossi 
Alleluia ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. Dubois 
Andantino ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Franck 
Anthem: Praise the Lord ………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Randegger 
Adagio (Sonata V) ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. Guilmant 
Largo (by request) …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Handel 
Hymn: Coronation 
Hallelujah Chorus (Messiah) …………………………………………………………………………………………….. Handel 
 
A Guild service was held in New Bedford on January 14, 1908 at Grace Church, Episcopal.  The service 
was sung by the vested choir and played by Edgar A. Barrell, organist.  The Prelude was played by Homer 
C. Humphrey of Boston; the Offertory by Robert Allen of New Bedford and the Postlude by George 
Sawyer Dunham of Brockton. 
 
An exceptionally impressive service was held at St. Paul’s Cathedral, Boston, on January 29, 1908.  Three 
vested choirs: St. Paul’s, the Church of the Advent and Christ Church, Cambridge, made a body of 100 
choristers.  Warren A. Locke conducted and Albert W. Snow played the service. B. L. Whelpley played 
the Prelude; Harry Wry played the Offertory and Alois Bartschmidt, F.A.G.O., the Postlude: 
 
Prelude: Organ Fantasie in C minor ………………………………………………………………….…………….. Hans Huber 
Anthem: How Blest are They ………………………………………………………………………………………….. Tschaikowsky 
Anthem: By Babylon’s Wave …………………………………………………………………………………………… Gounod 
Anthem: O Come Before His Presence ……………………………………………………………………………. Martin 
Offertory: Andante Cantabile …………………………………………………………………………………………. Franck 
Postlude: Third Concert Fantasie in D …………………………………………………………………………….. O. Dienel 
 
At the second annual dinner of the Chapter in March, 1908, speakers were Mrs. H. H. A. Beach and Louis 
G. Elson.  Mr. Elson said in part: 
 

America, to being with, started out a musical desert. The early settlers had no music of their own 
and all the hymns tunes they had could be counted on the hand.  A little later there was published 
the Bay Psalm Book, the words of which were sometime very prosaic, as poetry was at a low ebb at 
that time. 
 
The first organ in the colony was owned by Mr. Brattle of Brattle Square.  This organ was spoken of 
as early as 1709 in some of the diaries which have been preserved.  When he died, in his will he 
made the provision that the organ be given to his church if they would accept it, but if they did not, 
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the organ should be given to the Episcopal Church of Boston.  His church would not accept it, so it 
was given to and placed in King’s Chapel.7 

 
The Ninth Public Service was held at the Second Congregational Church, Holyoke, on March 15, 1908, 
under the direction of Professor William C. Hammond.  The service was sung by the Chorus Choir of the 
church, assisted by the Quartet and Chorus Choir of the First Congregational Church, Springfield: 
 
Prelude: Prelude on “O Filii” ……………………………………………………………………..……………………. Edw. Batiste 
 (Harry H. Kellog, First Church) 
Festival Te Deum in A ……………………………………………………………………………………………………… G. H. Westbury 
Magnificat in E flat ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. John E. West 
Offertory: In Paradisum …………………………………………………………………………………………………… Dubois 
 (Prof. Edwin B. Story, Smith College) 
Postlude: Finale (Sonata V) ……………………………………………………………………………………………… Rheinberger 
 
 
Dean Burdett’s annual report of 1908 summarizes the activities of the 1907-1908 season, to wit: 
 

There are seventy-five active members, including fourteen Fellows and Associates, one hundred and 
thirty-five subscribers and nineteen Honorary Associates.  Since November 1907 there have been 
given eight Guild services under the auspices of this Chapter, viz:  two in Boston, and one at each of 
the following cities: Taunton, New Bedford, Holyoke, Springfield, Portland, Maine; Providence, 
Rhode Island; also two organ recitals in Boston churches and three receptions were tendered the 
members at residences having concert organs. 8 

 
The annual meeting took place May 15, 1908, in Jordan Hall, Boston.  Much regret was expressed at the 
resignation of George A. Burdett as Dean of the Chapter, which position he filled with such success for 
two years.  Professor Hamilton C. Macdougall of Wellesley College was elected to succeed him, with 
Professor C. G. Hamilton, also of Wellesley College elected Secretary, with B. L. Whelpley as Treasurer.  
A private recital followed the meeting: 
 
Suite  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………… Arthur Foote  
 (Arthur Foote) 
Sonata III ………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………….. Henry M. Dunham 
 (Henry M. Dunham) 
Concert-Satz ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. Otto Dienel 
 (Alois Bartschmidt) 
Concerto for Organ and Orchestra ……………………………………………………………………………… Handel 
 (N. E. Conservatory Orchestra) 
Finale ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Homer Humphrey 
 (Homer Humphrey) 
 
The Eleventh Public Service of the Chapter was held at Mount Holyoke College on Mary 3, 1908, with a 
choir of 300 voices under the direction of Professor William C. Hammond: 
 

 
7 New Music Review, 1908. 
8 New Music Review, June, 1908 
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Prelude to Cantata 106 ………………………………………………………………………………………….………. Bach 
 (William C. Hammond) 
Processional: The Strife is O’er ……………………………………………………………………………………… Palestrina 
Congregational Hymn: O Come, Emmanuel …………………………………………………………………… Hebrew 
Festival Te Deum in A …………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Westbury 
Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in E flat ……………………………………………………………………………. West 
Choir Hymn: Remember Now Thy Creator  
Offertory: Cantabile ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. Sleeper 
 (Prof. Henry D. Sleeper) 
Sermon by the Rev. Rockwell Harmon Potter, D. D. 
Evening Anthem: from “The Golden Legend” ………………………………………………………………….. Sullivan 
Recessional: Fight the Good Fight ……………………………………………………………………………………. A. H. Mann 
Postlude: Allegro Vivace (Symphony V) …………………………………………………………………………… Widor 
 (Harry H. Kellogg) 
 
Those participating included the Quartet and Chorus of the First Congregational Church, Springfield (50 
voices); the Quartet and Chorus of the Second Congregational Church, Holyoke (50 voices); the Vesper 
Choir of Mount Holyoke College (150 voices) and the Junior Choir of the College (50 voices). 
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Chapter III: The Deanship of Hamilton Crawford Macdougall (1908-
1909) 

 
Hamilton Macdougall was born in Warwick, Rhode Island, October 15, 1858.  He was early attracted 
toward a musical career, and studied piano, organ and theory under such masters as J. C. D. Parker, S. B. 
Whitney and B. J. Lang.  He went to London and prepared himself for the examination offered by the 
Royal College of Organists, Studying with Dr. E. H. Turpin, distinguished organist and theorist.  Mr. 
Macdougall was awarded the diploma of Associate of the College in 1883, the second American to 
receive this honor. 
 
Returning to Providence, he rapidly rose to the head of his profession as teacher, composer and 
performer.  From 1882 to 1895 he was organist-choirmaster of the Central Baptist Church, where he 
raised the choir to a high point of efficiency.  He gave a yearly series of Saturday afternoon recitals, 
supplemented occasionally by assisting organists and his own pupils.  He became active in the Music 
Teachers’ National Association and organized the Rhode Island state association, serving as its first 
president. 
 
IN 1895 he became organist at the Harvard Church, Brookline and in 1900 was called to take charge of 
the music department at Wellesley College.  There he found his plans generously supported by the new 
President, Miss Caroline Hazard, herself an enthusiastic and cultivated musician, with whose assistance 
the chapel music was greatly enriched in its choral and ritualistic features.  Under Dr. Macdougall’s 
leadership, the music department at Wellesley came to the fore as one of the best-equipped music 
departments in any American university. 
 
He served several years as lecturer at Brown University and the Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences.  
He was awarded the doctorate of music by Brown University in 1902.  Dr. Macdougall was vitally 
interested in the success of the Guild and contributed greatly to the early leadership of the Chapter.  He 
became Dean in 1908, succeeding George Burdett, and although he only served a single term he always 
maintained an avid interest in the affairs of the Chapter until his death in 1945.  For many years he 
contributed a column to the monthly issues of “the Diapason,” entitled – “The Free Lance.”  His column 
was devoted to many facets of music, not only the organ.  Under his deanship, the Chapter continued 
the practice of featuring both organ recitals and public services. 
 
The Twelfth Public Service was held December 3, 1908 at Eliot Church, Newton, under the direction of 
Everett E. Truette, A.G.O., organist and director.  The service included Verdi’s “Manzoni Requiem.” The 
Prelude, “Fantasia in A flat,” Franck, was played by Henry M. Dunham, A.G.O.; the Postlude, “Allegro 
appassionata” (Sonata V), Guilmant, was played by George A. Burdett, A.G.O. 
 
The Fourth Organ Recital was given by W. Lynnwood Farnam, A.R.C.M., A.R.C.O., at New Old South 
Church, Boston, on January 28, 1909, playing from memory this program: 
 
Symphony VI ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Widor 

a. Largo 
b. Adagio 

Marche Pontificale (Symphony IV) ……………………………………………………….…………………………. Widor 
Elegie in F# minor ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. Claussman 
Toccata in B minor …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Gigout 
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Choral Prelude: Thou comest now, Jesu …………………………………………………………………………. Bach 
Toccata, Adagio and Fugue in C Major ……………………………………………………………………………. Bach 
Le Carillon ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Wolstenholme 
Theme and Variations in A flat ………………………………………………………………………………………… Thiele 
 
The Secretary (C. G. Hamilton) reports that the performance was “…brilliant and masterly and evoked 
great enthusiasm.”9 
 
An all-Mendelssohn program was given at Central Congregational Church, Boston, on Sunday January 
31, 1909: 
 

Morning Service 
 
Prelude in G 
How lovely are the messengers (St. Paul) 
Cast thy burden on the Lord (Elijah) 
O come, everyone that thirsteth (Elijah) 
Postlude:  March of the Priests (Athalie) 
 

Afternoon Service 
 
Chorale Variations, Fugue and Finale (Sonata VI) 
For He shall give His angels (Elijah) 
Lift thine eyes (Elijah) 
Hear ye, Israel (Elijah) 
Be not afraid (Elijah) 
Holy, holy, holy (Elijah) 
Postlude: Allegro molto (Sonata VI) 
 
A recital was given by John Herman Loud, F.A.G.O., in Jordan Hall, Boston, on February 24, 1909: 
 
Ciacona ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Pachelbel 
Prelude and Fugue in G ………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Bach 
Sonata III in A Major ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. Mendelssohn 
Scherzo Symphonique ……………………………………………………………………………………………………. Lemmens 
Second Meditation …………………………………………………………………………………………………………. Guilmant 
Allegro vivace (Pastoral Sonata) ……………………………………………………………………………………… Rheinberger 
Andante (Organ Sonata, Op. 65) ……………………………………………………………………………………. H. W. Parker 
Passacaglia, B minor (Mss.) …………………………………………………………………………………………….. E. Blum 
 
The Fourteenth Public Service was given by the combined choirs of the First Congregational Church of 
Springfield, Harry H. Kellogg, organist and director, and the Second Congregational Church of Holyoke, 
William C. Hammond, organist and director, at the Holyoke church on March 14, 1909: 
 
Prelude:   Adagio, Op. 42 ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. Merkel 
Anthems: Holy, Holy, Holy ………………………………………………………………………………………………  Maunder 

 
9 New Music Review, March, 1909. 
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  O Lamb of God ……………………………………………………………………………………………….  Maunder 
  Lord, Have Mercy ………………………………………………………………………………..………….  Maunder 
Festival Te Deum in B flat ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. Stanford 
Anthems: O Clap Your Hands ………………………………………………………………………………………….. Stainer 
  Is it Nothing to You? ……………………………………………………………………………………….. Foster 
   The Beatitudes ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. Chadwick 
Sevenfold Amen …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Stainer 
Offertory: Andante ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Tombelle 
Postlude: Hosannah ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. Lemmens 
 
The annual dinner was held on April 28, 1909 at the Young’s Hotel, Boston.  Speakers were President W. 
H. P. Faunce of Brown University, on “The Place of Music in Modern Life;” Mr. Rubin Goldmark, on “The 
Lasting Qualities in Music” and Mrs. Florence Rich King, F.A.G.O., on “The Woman Organist.” Addresses 
were also made by the Rev. Dr. W. H. Lyon and by Walter J. Clemson, A.G.O. 
 
No mention is made in the reports to the “New Music Review” about when the annual meeting of 1909 
was held, whether in the month of April in connection with the annual dinner, or in May or June.  It is 
assumed that it was held in April. 
 
A crisis concerning the legality of “Chapters” came to a head at Headquarter in New York in early 1909: 
 

In certain quarters there was strong opposition to the election of “members” without examination.  
The objection finally took the form of a formal complain to the Board of Regents at Albany that the 
Guild had violated its charter and was asked to show cause why the charter should not be revoked.  
Warden Hedden and Messrs. Brewer and Wright were commissioned to go to Albany to see what 
could be done to straighten out the matter.  It is true that the election of “members” was illegal.  The 
situation would have been serious if the Albany authorities had not been friendly and disposed to do 
all they could to help us.  In order to legalize all that we had done it was necessary to petition the 
Board of Regents to amend the charter. Before this the constitution must be amended to conform. 
 
The amended constitution was adopted at the annual meeting in New York on May 27, 1909. At a 
Council meeting June 19, 1909 it was announced that the new charter had been granted. The situation 
was amusing –there were no chapters – there were no “members.”  The Council, therefore, at their 
request, reorganized the Pennsylvania Chapter.  The New England Chapter, the Western Chapter, the 
Ohio Chapter, and the Chapter of Western New York were also reorganized, and those previously 
elected as “members” were declared colleagues. 10 

 
To conform to this reorganization of the Guild at Headquarter, the New England Chapter reorganized itself 
and elected officers at 
 
 “…the annual meeting of the Chapter in Boston on December 13, 1909.  Those elected included: 
  Dean, Walter J. Clemson, A.G.O. 
  Sub-Dean, Albert W. Snow 
  Secretary, James D. D. Comey 
  Treasurer, B. L. Whelpley, A.G.O. 
   

 
10 Pp. 52-53, The Story of the A.G.O. 
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  Executive Committee: 
   George A. Burdett, A.G.O. 
   S. B. Whitney, A.G.O 
   Alfred Brinkler, F.A.G.O. 
   Henry M. Dunham, A.G.O. 
   Wallace Goodrich 
   William C. Hammond, A.G.O.” 11 
  

 
11 New Music Review, February, 1910. 
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Chapter IV: The Deanship of Walter John Clemson (1909-1918) 
 
Walter John Clemson, M.A. (Cantab.), F.R.S.A., served as Dean of the New England Chapter for nine 
years, longer than any other person before or since. As the records of the Chapter are incomplete, it is 
impossible to determine the actual date of his first election, but it is quite certain that he began his term 
of service on September 1, 1909.  On December 13, 1909, the Chapter reorganized in compliance with 
the new charter at Headquarters and elected the officers noted on the previous page.  Evidently these 
were the same officers elected at the annual meeting the spring before. 
 
Mr. Clemson was a native of England and came to this country in 1885 as organist-choirmaster of St. 
Thomas’ Episcopal Church, Taunton, where he served the remainder of his life.  He was a Fellow of the 
Guild of Church Musicians in London and became one of the Founders of the Guild in Boston.  He was a 
real “gentleman of the old school.”  In talks with present-day Guild members, he is described as 
“extremely dignified and well-bred.”  Meetings of the Chapter in the days of Mr. Clemson’s deanship 
were chiefly characterized by their formality.  The men always wore full-dress suits to Guild events. 
Alfred Brinkler, F.A.G.O., of Portland, Maine, recalls board meetings those days in which Dean Clemson 
“…used to entertain us royally at the old St. Botolph Club.” 12  Mr. Clemson, believing as he did in the 
furtherance of compositions by American composers, instituted an award beginning in 1897 for the best 
composition of the year to be judged by a committee of Guild members at Headquarters.  The prize took 
the form of a gold medal and the “Clemson Medal” was awarded up until 1920.  The H. W. Gray 
Company later added a prize of fifty dollars to the award. 
 
There is no report of any meeting during the 1909-1910 season included in the “New Music Review” 
until the April, 1910 issue which describes the public service held at Temple Israel, Boston, on March 1, 
1910, under the direction of Henry L. Gideon, organist and choirmaster. An address was given by the 
Rev. C. Fleischer, Honorary Associate of the Guild.  The ritual was using in the tradition of the Reformed 
Synagogue, the choral portions being composed by Arthur Foote: 
 
Prelude: Sonata II ……………………………………………………………………………………………. Mendelssohn 
 (B. L. Whelpley, A.G.O.) 
Anthems:  Thine, O Lord ………………………………………………………………………………….. W. Frank Harling 
  When the Lord Turned Again the Captivity …………………………………….  Eaton Faning 
Interlude: Adagio (Symphony VI) ………………………………………………………………………  Widor 
 (H. T. Wade) 
Postlude: St. Anne Fugue …………………………………………………………………………………… Bach 
 (Homer C. Humphrey) 
 
By invitation of Archbishop William H. O’Connell, the Chapter attended Vespers at the Roman Catholic 
Cathedral of the Holy Cross, Boston, on March 11, 1910.  The music was directed by J. T. Whelan and 
Alois Bartschmidt, F.A.G.O.: 
 
Prelude:  Chorale in A minor ………………………………………………………………………………Franck 
 (George Sawyer Dunham) 
Antiphons and Psalms (antiphonally) 
 (Sanctuary and Gallery Choirs) 

 
12 Letter from Alfred Brinkler to this writer, Mar. 19, 1954. 
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Gregorian Tones: I, VII, V and VI. 
Magnificat, Tone VIII (harmonized) …………………………………………………………………….. Ett 
Sermon:  His Grace, the Most Rev. Archbishop of Boston 
Ave Regina ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Witska 
Tantum Ergo ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Gluck 
And the Glory of the Lord ……………………………………………………………………………………. Handel 
Postlude: Finale (Sonata I) ………………………………………………………………………………….. Mendelssohn 
 (H. G. Tucker) 
 
The Fifth Organ Recital was given March 18, 1910 by Professor Harry Benjamin Jepson of Yale University 
at Jordan Hall, Boston: 
 
Symphony VIII …………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Widor 
Prelude and Fugue in D Major …………………………………………………………………………….. Bach 
Serenade …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Miller 
Prelude in G minor ………………………………………………………………………………………………. Jepson 
Melodia ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Reger 
Scherzo ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Gigout 
 
At the annual meeting held April 21, 1910 at the Hotel Brunswick, Boston, Dean Clemson, Sub-Dean 
Albert Snow and Secretary James D. D. Comey were re-elected.  Dean Clemson expressed his cordial 
appreciation of the service Benjamin L. Whelpley had rendered as Treasurer and his deep regret at Mr. 
Whelpley’s enforced retirement due to ill health.  It was at this meeting that Wilbur Hascall began his 
eleven-year tenure as Treasurer of the Chapter.  Thomas Whitney Surette, composer and lecturer, spoke 
on “Tendencies of Modern Music.”  Mr. Surette’s summary of “…the work of Debussy, Strauss and 
Puccini was keenly analytical, and his tribute to Beethoven satisfied every one, and particularly those 
whose sympathies cling to the composers and traditions of the old school.”13 
 
By invitation of Edward F. Searles, sixty-five members of the chapter journeyed to Methuen on Saturday, 
June 11, 1910 to hear the new organ in Serlo Organ Hall. 
  
 “….This organ formerly stood in the old Boston Music Hall, and in its day was the most celebrated, 
as well as the largest, organ in the country. More recently it has been revoiced, modern wind pressure 
and modern action installed, and is now a modern instrument in every respect.  Mr. Searles has had the 
hall specially constructed to display the tonal beauties of this remarkable instrument, and he has  
succeeded in every way.  The acoustics are perfect and the electric light arrangements are unique.”14 
 
The program played by Chapter members on the Methuen organ was as follows: 
 
Prelude in B minor: ……………………………………………………………………………………………. Bach 
Messe de Mariage ……………………………………………………………………………………………… Dubois 
Sonata in D minor, Op. 42 ………………………………………………………………………………….. Guilmant 
 (Everett E. Truette, A.G.O.) 
Prelude and Fugue in E minor …………………………………………………………………………….. Bach 
Pastorale …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Franck 

 
13 New Music Review, July, 1910. 
14 Ibid., August, 1910. 
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 (Albert W. Snow) 
Passacaglia in G minor, Op. 23 (Ms.) ………………………………………………………………….. Henry M. Dunham 
Caprice in B flat Major, Op. 20 …………………………………………………………………………… Guilmant 
Finale in C Major (Ms.)……………………………………………………………………………………….. Homer Humphrey 
 (Homer C. Humphrey) 
 
On November 14, 1910, a recital was given at the First Church of Scientist, Boston, by Professor Samuel 
Atkinson Baldwin, A.G.O., F.A.G.O., of the City College of New York.  “Professor Baldwin gave the recital 
on the seventy-stop Hook & Hastings instrument to a congregation of 4900.  The scholarly rendering of 
the cosmopolitan programme gave keen delight to the hearers, characterized as it was by clarity of 
execution, mobility of phrasing and exquisite taste in registration.” 15  The program included: 
 
Prelude in E flat ………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Bach 
Choral Prelude: Jesu, meine Züversicht ………………………………………………………………. Bach 
Symphony V ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Widor 

a. Allegro vivace 
b. Allegro cantabile 
c. Toccata 

Prelude to Parsifal ………………………………………………………………………………………………. Wagner 
Soutenir (a study on one note) …………………………………………………………………………… Edwin H. Lemare 
Scherzo in G minor ……………………………………………………………………………………………… M. Enrico Bossi 
Nocturne, Op. 50, No. 6 ………………………………………………………………………………………. Arthur Foote 
Theme and Finale in A flat …………………………………………………………………………………… Johann Ludwig Thiele 
 
The Ninth Public Recital of the Chapter was held at the Eliot Church, Newton, December 15, 1910, given 
by Everett E. Truette, A.G.O.: 
 
Fugue in B minor ………………………………………………………………………………………………… Bach 
Sonata in G minor ………………………………………………………………………………………………. Dunham 
Berceuse ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. Faukles 
Lamentation ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. Guilmant 
Toccata in G Major …………………………………………………………………………………………….. Truette 
Serenata …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Wolstenholme 
Concert-Satz in E flat minor ………………………………………………………………………………... Thiele 
 
The Twenty-Fifth Public Service was held in Trinity Church, Boston, Thursday, February 9, 1911.  The 
Rector, the Rev. Alexander Mann, D.D., welcomed the members of the Guild and spoke of the influence 
exerted by the organization.  The program consisted of: 
 
Prelude in [sic] ……………………………………………………………………………………………………. Bach 
Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis ……………………………………………………………………….……. West 
Anthems: Say, Watchman ……………………………………………………………………………….. Sullivan 
 Hail, Gladdening Light ……………………………………………………………………… George C. Martin 
Adagio (Symphony in G minor) …………………………………………………………………………… Lemare 
 

 
15 New Music Review, January, 1911.  (This is undoubtedly the largest audience ever to attend an organ recital in 
the city of Boston and has never been surpassed to date.) 
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The Twenty-Ninth Public Service was held at Wellesley College, Tuesday, May 16, 1911.  
 

The choral music, including Arthur Foote’s “Mount Carmel” was sung with style by the College choir, 
under the direction of Professor Macdougall, who accompanied the service on the chapel organ.  
The resources of the instrument were well-illustrated by Messrs. Geo. A. Burdett, John Hermann 
Loud and Walter J. Clemson, who play respectively, Cesar Franck’s “Andantino in G minor”, 
Guilmant’s “Allegro con fuoco” from the Sixth Sonata, and Jon E. West’s “Passacaglia.” Fifty 
organists and visitors journeyed from Boston to wander about the beautiful grounds, to be 
entertained at supper and to listen to a reverent and inspiring service. 16 
 

The program included: 
 
Processional: Sing Alleluia Forth ………………………………………………………………………… Macdougall 
Service Anthem: [sic] …………………………………………………………………………………………. Foote 
Passacaglia ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… West 
Andantino in G minor ………………………………………………………………………………………… Franck 
Anthem: The Strain Upraise ………………………………………………………………………………. Buck 
Allegro con fuoco ………………………………………………………………………………………………. Guilmant 
Recessional: To Thee, O Dear, Dear Country ……………………………………………………… Macdougall 
 
 
A recital was given in Trinity Church, Boston, on January 4, 1912 by the parish organist, Ernest Mitchell: 
 
Choral Prelude ……………………………………………………………………………………………………. Bach 
Sonata in A minor ………………………………………………………………………………………………. Rheinberger 
Pastorale …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Foote 
Chorale in E Major ………………………………………………………………………………………………. Franck 
Canon in B minor………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Schumann 
Symphony in G minor ………………………………………………………………………………………….. Widor 
Finale ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Vierne 
 
The Fourteenth Organ Recital was given by Clarence Dickinson of the Brick Church, New York City, on 
December 13, 1911, at King’s Chapel, Boston.  “The subjoined programme was conceived with just taste 
and executed with the brilliancy always connected with Mr. Dickinson’s ability.” 17 
  
Fantasia in F# minor …………………………………………………………………………………………… Bubeck 
Trio …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Krebs 
Fugue in D Major ………………………………………………………………………………………………… Bach 
Descant on the Chorale, “Rejoice, Beloved” ……………………………………………………….. Ducis 
Toccata ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. de Meraux 
Variations on Two themes from the Cantata  
 “Weeping and Mourning” and the “Crucifixus” from the Mass in B minor, 
 Ending with the chorale, “What God wills is best.” ………………………………………. Liszt 
Prayer in F Major ………………………………………………………………………………………………… Guilmant 
Minuet ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Seeboeck 

 
16 New Music Review, July, 1911. 
17 Ibid, February, 1912. 
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Berceuse ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Dickinson 
Rhapsodie Guerrière ……………………………………………………………………………………………. Sinding 
 
The Thirty- First Public Service was held at the First Baptist Church, Arlington, January 12, 1912: 
 
Prelude: Adagio (Sonata V) …………………………………………………………………………………. Guilmant 
 (Miss Georgia B. Easton, A.A.G.O.) 
   (Trinity Congregational, Lawrence) 
Anthem: Great is the Lord …………………………………………………………………………………… Burdett 
Anthem: Peace I Leave with You …………………………………………………………………………. Roberts 
Anthem: Lord, How Long wilt Thou forget me? …………………………………………………… Mendelssohn 
Offertory: Noel Languedogien ……………………………………………………………………..……… Guilmant 
 (Harris S. Shaw, A.A.G.O.) 
           (Second Universalist, Boston) 
Postlude: Finale (Sonata VII) ………………………………………………………………………..……… Guilmant 
 (D. Ralph Maclean) 
   (Tremont Methodist Episcopal, Boston) 
 
The service was play be the host organist, Mr. Charles S. Johnson, A.G.O. 
 
The Thirty-Second Public Service was held at the Baptist Temple, Fall River, February 7, 1912: 
 
Prelude: Fantasy ………………………………………………………………………………………………… Franck 
 (Edwin E. Wilde of New Bedford) 
 Sonata ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Dunham 
Anthems: Sing Unto God …………………………………………………………………………………….. Harker 
       Peace and Light …………………………………………………………………………………… Chadwick 
Offertory:  Prière (Suite Gothique) ………………………………………………………………………. Boëllmann 
 (Myron C. Ballou of Providence) 
Postlude: Menuetto (Sonata IV) …………………………………………………………………………… Guilmant 
 (George W. Bottom of Fall River) 
 
The service was played by Edmund Bottomley, organist and director of music of the Temple.  Dean 
Clemson made a very instructive and noteworthy address on the history of the Guild and the 
opportunities it affords its members.  He brought to the attention of the congregation the purposes of 
the Guild, to wit: 
 

To advance the cause of worthy church music; to elevate the status of church organists; to increase 
their appreciation of their responsibilities, duties and opportunities as conductors of worship; and to 
obtain acknowledgement of their position from the authorities of the Church. 
 
To raise the general efficiency of organists, by a system of examinations and certificates, and by the 
fostering of solo organ playing. 
 
To provide opportunities for intercourse among organists; for the discussion of questions of interest 
connected with their work and for hearing model performances of sacred compositions. 
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It is interesting to note the similarities and also the changes that have been made in the present “State 
of Purposes of the Guild,” to wit: 
 

To advance the cause of worth church music; to elevate the status of church organists; to increase 
their appreciation of their responsibilities, duties and opportunities as conductors of worship. 
 
To raise the standard of efficiency of organists by examination in organ playing, in the theory of 
music and in general musical knowledge; at to grant certificates as Fellow, Associates, or Choir 
Masters to members of the Guild who pass such examinations. 
 
To provide members with opportunities for meeting, for the discussion of professional topics, and to 
do other such lawful things as are incidental to the purposes of the Guild. 

 
The Thirty-Ninth Public Service was held in St. Paul’s Church, Pawtucket, Rhode Island, October 15, 
1912: 
 
Prelude: Procession du St. Sacrament ……………………………………………………………….. Chauvet 
Anthems: O come, let us worship ………………………………………………………………………. Hauptmann 
                   How lovely is Thy dwelling place ………………………………………………………… Brahms 
Offertory: Canzona ……………………………………………………………………………………………… Demarest 
Postlude: Toccata in C Major ……………………………………………………………………………….  Bach 
 
The Fortieth Public Service was held at Harvard Church, Brookline, November 18, 1912 under the 
direction of Past-Dean George A. Burdett.  His Quartet Choir was assisted by Stephen Townsend, 
baritone: 
 
Prelude: Chorale in A ………………………………………………………………………………………… Boëllmann 
 (B. L. Whepley of Arlington St. Church) 
Kyrie from Mass in A …………………………………………………………………………………………. Franck 
Anthems: For He shall give His angels ……………………………………………………………….. Rheinberger 
                   Still, still with Thee …………………………………………………………………………... Burdett 
                   Lo! Summer comes again …………………………………………………………………. Stainer 
Ninefold Amen ………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Clemson 
Offertory: Adagio from Symphony VI …………………………………………………………………. Widor 
 (Ernest Mitchell of Trinity Church) 
Postlude: Sonata III, Movt. I ……………………………………………………………………………….. Mendelssohn 
 (Everett E. Truette of Eliot Church, Newton) 
 
The Nineteenth Organ Recital of the Chapter was given at King’s Chapel, Boston, February 24, 1913, by 
Edwin Arthur Kraft, F.A.G.O., of Trinity Cathedral, Cleveland, Ohio: 
 
Paean (Song of Triumph) ……………………………………………………………………………………. H. Alexander Matthews 
Scherzo (Sonata I) ………………………………………………………………………………………………. Becker 
Autumn Song ……………………………………………………………………………………………………… Matthews 
Melodie ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. Tschaikowsky 
Caprice ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Dethier 
Evening Bells ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. Macfarlane 
Fantasie Symphonique ……………………………………………………………………………………….. R.G. Cole 
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Intermezzo …………………………………………………………………………………………………………. Bonnet 
Canzona ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Faulkes 
Fantasie Sonata ………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Neuhoff 
Passacaglia in G minor ……………………………………………………………………………………….. H. M. Dunham 
Pastorale ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. Arthur Foote 
Toccata (Sonata III) …………………………………………………………………………………………….. Becker 
Caprice ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Kinder 
Ride of the Valkyries …………………………………………………………………………………………… Wagner 
 
The Twentieth Organ Recital was given March, 13, 1913 at Trinity Church, Boston, by Wallace Goodrich: 
 
Fantasie in G minor ……………………………………………………………………………………………… Bach 
Two Choral Preludes on Hymns of the Passion …………………………………………………….. Bach 
Prelude and Fugue in E Major ……………………………………………………………………………… Saint-Saens 
Lento assai …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Guilmant 
Priere …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Franck 
Upon a Breton Melody …………………………………………………………………………………………. Ropartz 
Symphony Romane (four movements) …………………………………………………………………. Widor 
 
The Forty-Sixth Public Service was held April 21, 1913 at Christ Church, Fitchburg, under the direction of 
Herbert C. Peabody, organist and choirmaster: 18 
 
Prelude: Vision ……………………………………………………………………………………………………. Burdett 
 (George A. Burdett, A.G.O.) 
Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in A ……………………………………………………………………….. Stainer 
Offertory: Praeludium (Sonata XIX) ……………………………………………………………………… Rheinberger 
Romanza, Op. 17 …………………………………………………………………………………………………. Parker 
  (John Hermann Loud, F.A.G.O.) 
Choral: To God on High ………………………………………………………………………………………… Mendelssohn 
Postlude: Grand Chorus in D ………………………………………………………………………………… Guilmant 
 (W. W. Farmer of Worcester) 
 
Dean Clemson as assiduous in promoting increased membership for the Chapter and in April, 1913, he 
formulated a letter which was sent to “…the other 830 organists in New England not members of the 
Guild, inviting them to join: 
 

Dear Sir or Madam, 
Allow me to call your attention to the work of the American Guild of Organists, which now has 
twenty Chapters in the United States and Canada.  By examination of the list of officers, graduates 
and colleagues, you will see that, with rare exceptions, the representative organists of new 
England are members of this Chapter. 
 
To make our membership as comprehensive as possible, it is desired to enlist your interest in the 
aims of the Guild, as set forth on the last page. 
 

 
18 Mr. Peabody is co-author, with Dr. Hamilton C. Macdougall of “The Story of the New England Chapter” (pp. 41-
50) which appears in the H.W. Gray publication, “The Story of the American Guild of Organists.” 
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Should you desire to become a Colleague, the procedure is as follows: 
 
You will obtain from the Dean, Secretary or Treasurer, a form of application which must be sign 
by two organists (members) who can endorse your ability as an organist from personal 
knowledge. 
 
Your application is then considered by the Executive Committee and, if accepted, is forwarded to 
Headquarters for ratification. 
 
Having been elected, the sum of three dollars should be paid to the Treasurer; after which you 
become a Colleague, and are entitled to take an active part in the affairs of the Chapter. 
 
The advantages of membership are clearly in the direction of broadening your personality and 
your work, by hearing Guild Recitals and Services in representative churches; by meeting fellow 
organists socially at the Annual Dinner and at informal suppers, on which occasions vital questions 
of music and management are discussed. 
 
Tickets are issued for all events of the Chapter, and each Colleague receives THE NEW MUSIC 
REVIEW, an authoritative publication of matter pertaining to music in general, and to the Guild in 
particular. 
 
If you are interested, kindly address the undersigned, who will give you the information desired. 

 
                                       Cordially yours, 
    
                                             WALTER J. CLEMSON 
                                                                                                                          Dean. 19 
 
The Twenty-Fifth Organ Recital was given by W. Lynnwood Farnam at Emmanuel Church, Boston , on 
December 11, 1913: 
 
Concerto in C minor ……………………………………………………………………………………………. Handel 
Choral Improvisation, Op. 65 ………………………………………………………………………………. Karg-Elert 
Prelude and Fugue in F minor ……………………………………………………………………………… Bach 
Meditation in A Major ……………………………………………………………………………………..…. Bairstow 
The Repose of the Holy Family (The Childhood of Christ) ……………………………………. Berlioz 
Symphony VIII in B Major ……………………………………………………………………………………. Widor 
 
The members of the Chapter were invited by Wallace Goodrich, Dean of the New England Conservatory 
of Music, to attend his lecture on the Tenebrae Office of the Roman Catholic Church, on a Wednesday 
morning in April, 1914: 
 

The Office, with its historical and local use, was fully illustrated by the lecturer and was intended to 
be illuminative of the Tenebrae Office in the Cathedral of the Holy Cross the same evening, to which 
the members were invited by the Rt. Rev. Msgr. Splaine. Special seats were reserved for the Chapter.  
The Office was rendered a cappella by His Eminence, William Cardinal O’Connell, the clergy and 

 
19 New Music Review, July, 1913. 
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seminarians, and the sanctuary choir, 250 in all, led by Mr. J. F. Driscoll, the cathedral organist.  The 
Tenebrae Office, consisted of Matins and Lauds, containing antiphons, psalms, lessons, versicles and 
responses was rendered most impressively by the unaccompanied voices, the altar lights being 
extinguished one by one as the Office proceeded. 20 

 
The Fifty-Second Public Service was held at Christ Church, Fitchburg, May 21, 1914, under the direction of 
Herbert C. Peabody, assisted by the choir: 
 
Organ:  (a) Hosanna ………………………………………………………………………………………… Wachs 
  (b) Andante con moto ………………………………………………………………………… Ruefer 
        (Dr. Hamilton C. Macdougall) 
Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in E flat ……………………………………………………………….. West 
Organ:  (a) Allegro appassionata ……………………………………………………………………. Guilmant 
  (b) Adagio………………………………………………………………………………………….. Guilmant 
        (William Lester Bates) 
Anthem: King All Glorious …………………………………………………………………………………. Barnby 
Organ: Finale from Symphony I …………………………………………………………………………. Maquaire 
 (Arthur H. Ryder) 
 
A Public Service was given by the Chapter at the Church of the Advent, Boston, on November 13, 1914.  
This service was in memory of the late Samuel Brenton Whitney, A.G.O. (known as “S. B. Whitney”), 
former organist of the church.  The service was played by Albert W. Snow, the incumbent organist. 
 
Prelude: Lamentation ………………………………………………………………………………………… Guilmant 
   (Allen W. Swan, A.G.O., First Unitarian Church, New Bedford) 
Processional Hymn …………………………………………………………………………………………….. S. B. Whitney 
Magnificat in C Major …………………………………………………………………………………………. Stanford 
Anthems: Blest are the Dead ………………………………………………………………………………. Stanford 
                   How Blest Are They …………………………………………………………………………….. Tschaikowsky 
Offertory:  Marche Funèbre et Chant Séraphique ……………………………………………….. Guilmant 
 (Everett E. Truette, A.G.O., Eilot Church, Newton) 
Recessional Hymn ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. Whitney 
Postlude: Moderato maestoso …………………………………………………………………………….. Borowski 
 
A recital was given at First Church in Newton, Congregational, on January 11, 1915: 
 
Sonata in E flat, Op. 65 ……………………………………………………………………………………… Parker 
 (John Hermann Loud, F.A.G.O.) 
Prelude in G minor ……………………………………………………………………………………………. Vierne 
Choral: Es ist ein’ Ros ‘entsprungen ………………………………………………………………….. Brahms 
At Sunset …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Diggle 
Three Movements from Second Concerto …………………………………………………………. Handel 
 (Harris S. Shaw, A.A.G.O.) 
Three Movements from Seventh Sonata …………………………………………………………… Guilmant 
 (Ernest Mitchell) 
 

 
20 New Music Review, May, 1914. 
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The Thirty-Fifth Recital was given at the Unitarian Church, New Bedford, January 26, 1915, by Allen W. 
Swan, A.G.O.: 
 
Sonata in A minor ………………………………………………………………………………………………. Borowski 
Choral Improvisations, Op. 65 ……………………………………………………………………………. Karg- Elert 
Adagio (Symphony VI) ……………………………………………………………………………………….. Widor 
Toccata in G minor …………………………………………………………………………………………….. Matthews 
Andante (Symphony V) ………………………………………………………………………………………. Tschaikowsky 
Cantilena in G …………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Foote 
Choral No. 3, in A minor …………………………………………………………………………………….. Franck 
 
The Thirty-Sixth Recital was given at All Saints’ Memorial Church, Providence, Rhode Island, February 4, 
1915: 
 
Sonata VI ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. Mendelssohn 
Gavotte ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. Dethier 
Prelude, Op. 53 …………………………………………………………………………………………………… Arensky 
 (Edwin E. Wilde, A.A.G.O.) 
Concert Overture in B minor ……………………………………………………………………………….. Rogers 
Fantasia in D minor ……………………………………………………………………………………………… Mozart 
Two Fragments from Tristan ……………………………………………………………………………….. Wagner 
Sonata III, First Movement ………………………………………………………………………………….. Guilmant 
 (Mryon C. Balou, A.A.G.O.) 
Scherzo (Symphony IV) ……………………………………………………………………………………….. Widor 
Second Meditation, Op. 20 ………………………………………………………………………………….. Guilmant 
Toccata in G minor ………………………………………………………………………………………………. Matthews 
 (John Hermann Loud, F.A.G.O) 
 
The Thirty-Seventh Public Recital was an interesting one by the fact that all the composers and performers 
represent on the programme are graduates of Harvard University.  As this was essentially a Harvard 
programme, the recital was held in the Harvard University Chapel at Cambridge. The organ numbers were 
rendered by Ernest Mitchell of Trinity Church, Boston; Henry L. Gideon of Temple Israel, Boston and Carl 
Paige Wood of Taunton, while the vocal music was rendered by the Harvard University Choir under the 
capable direction of Dr. Archibald T. Davison, Jr.  The programme contained works by Arthur Foote, G. L. 
Osgood, George A. Burdett, Percy Lee Atherton, Frederick S. Converse and John K. Paine. 
 
A large bronze tablet in memory of the late S. B. Whiteney, for many years organist and choirmaster of 
the Church of the Advent, Brimmer Street, Boston, was dedicated in the church with a special service on 
Sunday, March 21, 1915, at which the Rev. William van Allen officiated.  The tablet, designed by Robert T. 
Walker and executed by George E. Gerner, was erected by the New England Chapter of the American 
Guild of Organists, of which Mr. Whitney was a Founder.  It is affixed to the wall of a stall facing the 
organist’s bench in the choir loft.  The tablet is two feet long and eight inches deep, inscribed: 
 

In Memory of Samuel Brenton Whitney, 4 June, 1842- - 3 August 1914; Organist of This Church, 1871-
1908. A Founder of the American Guild of Organists. 
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The late organist was dearly beloved by parishioners as well as by fellow-musicians, and several services 
have been held in the West End Church in reverence to his memory.  The committee in charge of the 
tablet consisted of Dean Walter J. Clemson, B. L. Whelpley, John D. Buckingham and Wilbur Hascall. 
 
The Thirty-Eighth Recital was held on Monday, November 15, 1915, at Park Street Church, Boston: 
 
Prelude and Fugue in A minor ……………………………………………………………………………. Bach 
Scherzo (Sonata I in F Major) ……………………………………………………………………………… Lemare 
Melodia, Op. 59 ………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Reger 
Toccata in D Major ……………………………………………………………………………………………… Kinger 
 (John Hermann Loud, F.A.G.O.) 
Fugue in G minor (the greater) ……………………………………………………………………………. Bach 
Die Antworte ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. Wolstenholme 
Symphony V ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Widor 

a. Allegro Cantabile 
b. Toccata 

(Everett E. Truette, A.G.O. ) 
Pastorale (Sonata XII) ………………………………………………………………………………………… Rheinberger 
Scherzo (Symphony IV) ……………………………………………………………………………………… Widor 
Concerto II, in B flat …………………………………………………………………………………………… Handel 

a. Andante maestoso 
b. Allegro 

(W. Lynnwood Farnam) 
 
On January 10, 1969, an animated discussion of “Organ Arrangements” took place in the rooms of the 
Harvard Musical Association, Boston, with about 60 members present. 
 

Messrs. Will C. Macfarlane, A.G.O., and John A. O’Shea spoke for, and Messrs. Henry M. Dunham, 
A.G.O. and George A. Burdett against such “arrangements.”  The arguments advanced on both sides 
were pertinent and strong.  Everett Truette advocated a middle ground, but deprecated modern 
programmes in which arrangements and transcriptions predominate.  He said that if such 
arrangements were confined to secular buildings, complaints would lose some of their force; but the 
advocates of strict organ playing decry the use of any music other than that written for the instrument 
as foreign to its spirit, and to that extent a debasement of its purpose and dignity. 21  

 
A recital was given at the Harvard Club of Boston on Sunday afternoon, February 27, 1916, by W. 
Lynnwood Farnam: 
 
Allegro vivace (Symphony V) ……………………………………………………………………………… Widor 
Two Impressions ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. Karg-Elert 

a. Clair de lune 
b. Harmonies du soir 

Sketch in D flat …………………………………………………………………………………………………. Schumann 
Toccata, Adagio, and Fugue in C Major …………………………………………………………….. Bach 
Larghetto (Clarinet Quintet) ……………………………………………………………………………… Mozart 
Scherzo (Symphony II) ……………………………………………………………………………………….  Vierne 

 
21 Report of the Secretary (John D. Buckingham), Jan. 10, 1916. 
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Theme, Variations and Finale in A flat ………………………………………………………………. Thiele 
 
A recital was given at the Harvard Club, December 3, 1916 by Richard Keys Biggs: 
 
Sonata in G minor ………………………………………………………………………………………………. Piutti 
The Garden of Iran ……………………………………………………………………………………………. Stoughton 
Fantasia in C minor …………………………………………………………………………………………… Bach 
Scherzo …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Dethier 
Leibestod from Tristan ……………………………………………………………………………………… Wagner 
Magic Fire from Die Walkyrie ……………………………………………………………………………. Wagner 
Forest Murmurs from Siegfried ………………………………………………………………………… Wagner 
Sakuntala Overture ………………………………………………………………………………………….. Goldmark 
 
The Fiftieth Organ Recital was given March, 29, 1917 at Park Street Church, Boston: 
 
Suite in F …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Corelli-Noble 
Andante Expressivo (Sonata in G Major) …………………………………………………………… Elgar 
The Temptation ………………………………………………………………………………………………… Malling 
Introduction and Scherzo …………………………………………………………………………………. Bartlett 
 (Alfred Brinkler, F.A.G.O.) 
Fantasia in G Major ……………………………………………………………………………………………. Bach 
Lamentation ……………………………………………………………………………………………………… Guilmant 
Canzona ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. Stanford 
Toccata in C minor ……………………………………………………………………………………………. Fleuret 
 (John Hermann Loud, F.A.G.O.) 
Barcarolle ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Faulkes 
Chromatic Fantasie in A minor ………………………………………………………………………….. Thiele 
Adagio and Finale (Symphony VIII) ……………………………………………………………………. Widor 
 (Frank Stewart Adams, A.A.G.O.) 
 
The Seventy-Third Public Service was held at the Porter Congregational Church, Brocton, April 6, 1917.  
The service was under the direction of George Sawyer Dunham, organist and director: 
 
Prelude:  Allegro moderato (Sonata Pontificale) ………………………………………………… Lemmens 
 (John Hermann Loud, F.A.G.O.) 
Anthems:  Our Father who art in Heaven …………………………………………………………… Gretchaninoff 
                    O Praise the Name of the Lord …………………………………………………………. Gretchaninoff 
                    Joshua ……………………………………………………………………………………………… Mussorgsky 
Offertory: Elegie (Suite I) …………………………………………………………………………………… Borowski 
 (William N. Andros, South Congregational, Brockton) 
Anthems: Bless the Lord, O My Soul ………………………………………………………………….. Ippolitoff-Ivanoff 
                  Cherubim Song …………………………………………………………………………………… Rachmaninoff 
Postlude:  Marche Solennelle (Suite I) …………………………………………………………….…. Borowski 
 (Bernard B. Nye, First Baptist, Brookline) 
 
At the annual meeting of May 2, 1917 held at the rooms of the Harvard Musical Association, Professor 
John P. Marshall of Boston University spoke on “The Organ in the Orchestra,” describing his duties as the 
official organist of the Boston Symphony Orchestra. 
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During the winter of 1917 there was agitation for secession from the national Guild because of 
controversy over the assessment of dues to members.  Happily, this was settled after several months of 
negotiations, with the Boston group remaining within the Guild. 
 
At an Executive Committee meeting of the Chapter held on April 22, 1918, it was voted “to retain all ex-
deans as members of the Executive Committee, ex-officio.”  This provision was officially discontinued by 
vote of the annual meeting of the Chapter held of May 18, 1953, at which time a complete set of By-Laws 
for the Chapter was adopted.  Past-Deans are now invited to meetings of the Executive Committee, but 
have no vote. They may, however, be elected to the committee. 
 
The 1917-1918 season marked the completion of the nine years’ term of service of Dean Walter J. 
Clemson. 
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Chapter V: The Deanship of Everett Ellsworth Truette (1918-1920) 
 

Everette E. Truette, A.G.O., a Founder of the American Guild of Organists and one of the founders of the 
New England Chapter was elected Dean on May 6, 1918 and took office on September 1. He previously 
served as the first Secretary of the Chapter.  The organization meeting of the Chapter was held in his 
studio in December, 1905.  When he became Dean, John Hermann Loud took over the Secretary’s 
position, succeeding John D. Buckingham who had served for five years. 
 
Mr. Truette was a distinguished Boston organist, composer and teacher, whose pupils numbered in the 
hundreds.  He was born March 14, 1861 in Rockland, Massachusetts and graduated from Phillips 
Andover Academy in 1878.  The same year he entered the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, but 
soon changed his plans and matriculated at the New England Conservatory of Music, from which he was 
graduated in 1881.  Two years later he received the degree of bachelor of music from Boston University. 
 
He was active in church work for nearly fifty-three years. According to an account of his life work which 
was published in “The Diapason” on the occasion of his fiftieth anniversary as a recitalist in April, 1931, 
Mr. Truette had then imparted knowledge of organ playing to 565 persons in his career, and of these 
more than 300 were holding position in churches in all of the New England states and other sections of 
the country.  A unique organization which is an outgrowth of the love of those who had studied under 
this teacher was “The Truette Organists’ Club,” which had a membership of more than eighty. 22 
 
One of the innovations of his deanship was the Symposium on Bach which was held at the rooms of the 
Harvard Musical Association, 57-A Chestnut Street, Beacon Hill, on March 3, 1919.  There were 
numerous speakers who spoke on the various facets of J.S. Bach, to wit: 
 

Everett Truette: The Forerunners of Bach 
Charles D. Irwin:  The Life of Bach 
B. L. Whelpley:  The Piano Music of Bach [sic] 
Mrs. Florence Rich King:  The Oratorios and Cantatas 
John Hermann Loud:  The Organ Music of Bach 
Henry M. Dunham:  Teaching Bach to Pupils 
George A. Burdett: After Bach, What? 

 
The Symposium was a great success and each speaker had carefully prepared his data for the occasion.  
This was the first time that such an extended discussion in the form of a panel had taken place, and all 
present were favorably impressed. 
 
The first year of Mr. Truette’s deanship was featured by a large number of Guild events: 14 recitals were 
given and 10 public services, a record up to that time. Several were held outside Boston: in Brookline, 
Quincy, Providence, Pawtucket, Fitchburg, Portland.  The membership that year (1918-1919) totaled 234 
active members with 153 subscribers.  At the second social meeting of the season on Dec. 16, 1918, the 
well-known French organist, M. Joseph Bonnet, was introduced and spoke briefly.  The work of the 
Portland and Providence branches under the leadership of Messrs. Brinkler and J. Sebastian Matthews 
was lauded.  Ernest M. Skinner gave his illustrated talk on “Modern Developments in Organ Pipes and 

 
22 The Diapason, April 1931. 
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Their Position in the Art of Organ Building.”  The Secretary, Mr. Loud, describes the event as a “red-
letter occasion.” 23 
 
In Dean Truette’s second season, 16 recitals, 8 services, and 3 social meetings were held.  At the first social 
held on October 27, 1919, a large number of Guild Certificates were awarded:  
 

F.A.G.O. certificate to  
 Mrs. Florence Rich King 

  Joseph K. Dustin 
  Edwin E. Wilde 

 
A.A.G.O. certificate to 

  May Ramsay Thorn 
  Edward Bellamy Whittredge 
 
Three prominent Chapter members passed to the larger life that season:  Horatio W. Parker, composer of 
“Hora Novissima,” Warren A. Locke of St. Paul’s Cathedral, and Arthur S. Hyde.  Lynnwood Franam left 
Emmanuel Church to become organist of the Church of the Holy Communion, New York City. 
  
   
 
  

 
23 Minutes of Social Meeting, December 16, 1918 
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Chapter VI: The Deanship of George Albert Burdett (1920-1922) 
 

George Burdett served as the first Dean of the Chapter. Twelve years after he left office he again 
assumed the deanship, succeeding Mr. Truette. 
 
Only 5 recitals were held during the 1920-1921 season (including those of Harry B. Jepson and 
Lynnwood Farnam) and 2 services with the usual three social meetings and the annual dinner.  Warden 
Victor Baier was guest at the social meeting in November, 1920.  He spoke at length on the value of the 
Guild examinations, stating that they “… are the backbone of the Guild.  Of all the Chapters the New 
England is a livewire all through, the Buffalo Chapter a good second.” 24  He made reference to the 25th 
anniversary of the Guild on April 13, 1921 and said that an effort would be made to raise the 
membership to 2500, it being nearly 2000. 
 
The social meeting of the Chapter always proved exceptionally interesting and have been a good 
balance for the recitals, programs, and services which the Guild sponsors.  At the socials many 
prominent speakers have been engaged.  At the meeting February 27, 1922, Dr. Archibald T. Davison of 
the Harvard University told this history of the Harvard Glee Club, giving a complete story of how 
candidates are examined for membership and how it had grown to its present efficiency.  He also 
recounted the trip made to Paris, Rome, Venice, and other points by the Glee Club in the summer of 
1921.  Another speaker that season was Wallace Goodrich who told of his trip to Europe the previous 
summer. 
 
Recitals given during the year included: 
 
Nov. 7, 1921 - Raymond Robinson at First Church 
Dec. 12, 1921  - Francis Snow at Church of All Nations 
Feb. 12, 1922 - John Hermann Loud at the Harvard Club 
Mar. 27, 1922 - Everett Truette at Eliot Church, Newton 
April 3, 1922  -  Alfred Brinkler at South Congregational 
Apr. 25, 1922 - Lynnwood Farnam at Emmanuel Church 
 
Public services numbered three: at Second Church, Boston, with Thompson Stone conducting and Anne 
H. Merritt, A.A.G.O, and Homer Humphrey, organists; at King’s Chapel, Boston; a memorial service to Dr. 
Victor Baier on March 27; and a service at Christ Church, Fitchburg, with Francis Snow, Wallace Goodrich 
and John Hermann Loud as assisting organists. 
 
 
  

 
 

  

 
24 Minutes of the Social Meeting, November 8, 1920. 
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Chapter VII: The Deanship of John Hermann Loud (1922-1926) 
 

John Hermann Loud, F.A.G.O, A.R.C.M., has served many years as organist of Park Street Church, Boston, 
and only recently completed thirty-five years of service as its organist and director of music. 
 
Mr. Loud was born in Weymouth on August 26, 1873.  He graduated from Thayer Academy in South 
Braintree, went on to the New England Conservatory of Music as a student in 1889-1890 and studied in 
Germany, France and England in 1893-1895.  “Who’s Who in America” lists Mr. Loud in its columns, 
stating that his repertoire consists of “… more than 1000 compositions.”  He received his Associate 
certificate from the Royal College of Music in London after his study there.  He served for a period as 
organist and director at the Newton Centre Baptist Church until he came to Park Street to serve with the 
eminent Dr. A.Z. (Arcturus Zodiac) Conrad, its minister, who passed on about fifteen years ago.  Park 
Street Church is located at “Brimstone Corner” of the early Colonial days and is the church where 
Samuel Francis Smith’s hymn “America” was first sung in this country. 
 
Mr. Loud had a keen sense of the responsibilities of the office of Dean of the New England Chapter and 
was aware of his goals.  More native talent was used for recitals than today, as more and more the 
Chapter seeks for the “big-name” artists. A combination of both is probably ideal.  Mr. Loud served four 
terms as leader of the Chapter, making way for his Sub-Dean, John P. Marshall, in 1926. 
 
Many controversial questions were debated at forums held during the years of his deanship with some 
definite results as proof that such discussion was held on “The Promiscuous Giving of Free Organ 
Recitals.” With Irving H. Upton, B. L. Whelpley, Frederick N. Shackley, Prof. Marshall and Mr. Burdett 
taking part.  As a result of this panel forum, Dean Loud announced on January 16, 1924 that the 
authorities of Tremont Temple had invited several organists to give daily recitals on the new Casavant 
organ there during a period of two week “… at a satisfactory rate of renumeration.” 25 
 
The question of organists’ salaries and organ practice for students was also taken up during Mr. Loud’s 
regime and although not too noticeable results were evident, it served to agitate the subject in the 
minds of organists of the Chapter. 
 
At the social meeting on January 16, 1924, Past-Dean Truette spoke on “The Organist’s Salary.”  He 
said “Make yourself indispensable to your church.  The Guild is powerless to do anything.” 26 Charles 
Irwin said that his salary had been raised once in twelve years and most had been returned to help the 
parish.  He had read of a parish in Michigan where a committee had guaranteed an organist’s salary for 
ten years at $5000 per year.  Drawing largely upon imagination he submitted his conception of an 
organists’ union that could compete with the unions of bricklayers and plumbers.  “It this scheme were 
adopted, in time organists would have become so scarce that their rates would be double those of the 
pastors.” 27 It was voted on the motion of Dr. Macdougall “ … that to take such steps as they may think 
proper to bring the matter of the payment of adequate salaries for organists to the attention of 
Headquarters or of the various chapters of the Guild.” 28 
 

 
25 Minutes of Social meeting, January 16, 1924. 
26 Minutes of Social Meeting, Jan. 16, 1924 
27 Ibid. 
28 Ibid. 
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Other topics discussed at the meetings during the 1923-1924 season were the question of the copyright 
law and the protection of organ transcriptions of non-copyright music and the question of an 
established fee for services of organists at weddings and funerals. 
 
One of the highlights of this season was a meeting at Eliot Church, Newton, where Mr. Truette was 
organist.  He gave an exposition of the qualities, timbres and virtues of the registers in the new Casavant 
organ built in 1921.  Following this, a program was play be three Fellows of the Guild: 
 
Sonata on the 94th Psalm …………………………………………………………………………………….. Reubke 
 Mrs. Florence Rich King 
Adagio …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. Frank Bridge 
Scherzo ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Alfred Hollins 
 Frederick H. Johnson 
In a Mission Garden …………………………………………………………………………………………… Ronald Diggle 
Concert Fantasia ………………………………………………………………………………………………... Bird 
 Joseph K. Dustin 
 
The season 1925-1925 brought reports of the Committee appointed to investigate the possibility of an 
Organists’ Bureau, the renting of a room for Chapter purposes, and the report of the Committee on 
Organ Practice.  All the reports were negative.  The Warden, in a letter to the Dean, suggested “The New 
Music Review” to be the Guild’s official publication, but the New England Chapter members seemed 
more favorable inclined to “This Diapason.” 29  The Secretary, S. Harrison Lovewell, reported in his 
minutes that “ … he feels muzzled at not being able to write criticism of recitals for these magazines.” 30 
In his annual report of May 12, 1925, Mr. Lovewell criticizes holding liturgical services in non-liturgical 
churches, call them “pseudo-services.”  In his typically-straight-forward fashion, he also brings up 
another point regarding music on Guild programs.  He says: 
 

During the season there have been many instances of inartistic program-making and the public has 
been compelled to listen to some remarkably poor selections of salon music. 31 

 
One of the accomplishments of the 1925-1926 year was the institution of a Committee of Judges to 
listen to prospective candidates for Guild membership before they could be accepted into the 
organization.  This was to be applied generally to those whose work was unfamiliar to members of the 
Executive Committee.  A notable paper was given by Frederick N. Shackley at the Annual Dinner on 
February 15, 1926.  He spoke on “The King’s Chapel Organ of 1756.”  Several registers of this organ are 
incorporated in the organ of the First Baptist Church, Brockton, the ancient case being in King’s Chapel.  
The Secretary, in his annual report, urged the restoration of the ancient Brattle organ, once the property 
of King’s Chapel, Boston, “ … but now standing in ruinous condition in St. John’s Church, Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire.” 32  This instrument was built by a London firm named Bridges and brought to Boston 
in 1713. 
 
Other speakers during the year were Dr. Carl F. Pfatteicher of Andover, Henry L. Gideon of Temple Israel, 
and Professor John P. Marshall of Boston University, the Sub-Dean of the Chapter, who discussed the 

 
29 Minutes of the Executive Committee, Oct. 6, 1924 
30 Annual Report of the Secretary, May 12, 1925 
31 Report of Secretary at Annual Meeting, May 12, 1925. 
32 Report of Secretary at Annual Meeting, May 11, 1926. 
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status of music in the universities of the United States.  Organ recitals were given by Dr. Clarence 
Dickinson of the Brick Church, New York and Ernest Mitchell of Grace Church, New York, former organist 
of Trinity Church, Boston.  The Secretary notes in his report that the Scrapbook for events of interest to 
Chapter members has been instituted. 
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1926 Apr 19 One Hundred and Fifteenth Organ Recital  
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Chapter VIII: The Deanship of John Patten Marshall (1926-1930) 
 
John Patten Marshall was elected to his first term as Dean of the New England Chapter in May 1926 and 
served until 1930, the same length of service as his predecessor, Mr. Loud.  In this respect he became 
the last Dean to serve longer than three years in that office. 33 
 
Mr. Marshall was born in Rockport on January 9, 1877.  Like Rheinberger, he began to play in church at 
the age of 12. From his first position at the First Congregational Church in Rockport, he went to the 
Universalist Church in Gloucester, then for one year at the Winthrop Street Methodist Episcopal Church, 
Roxbury.  The next ten years were devoted to the music at St. John’s Episcopal Church, Roxbury 
Crossing, a church devoted to the cultivation of plainsong and congregational singing. His love for 
Gregorian chant must have begun at this time.  He served as organist of the First Church in Boston 
(Unitarian), Berkeley and Marlborough Streets, from 1910 to 1926, becoming organist-emeritus when 
the church merged with the Central Congregational Church.  He succeeded Arthur Foote at First Church, 
and in turn was succeeded by William E. Zeuch. 
 
Mr. Marshall studied piano with Edward A. MacDowell and with Benjamin J. Lang.  He was also a pupil of 
George W. Chadwick and Homer A. Norris.  For ten years he was director of music at the Middlesex 
School, Concord.  His connection with Boston University began in 1902 when he was appointed lecturer 
on music.  In 1928 he became the first Dean of the new College of Music at that University.  He also 
served as “official organist” for the Boston Symphony Orchestra for many years.  While he was Dean of 
the Guild, Holy Cross College in Worcester conferred upon him the degree of Doctor of Music. 34 
 
Several outstanding events occurred during his tenure as Dean of the Chapter.  Louis Vierne of Paris 
came to America and played at Holy Cross College under Guild auspices.  Speakers at social events of the 
Chapter included a panel on choir training with Albert Snow, Raymond Robinson and Thompson Stone; 
also, a talk on church architecture and its relation to music was given by Ralph Adams Cram of Boston.  
Recitals were played by several Chapter members, including one by Franklyn Glynn at Temple Mishka 
Tefila, Roxbury. 
 
The series of noonday organ recitals was inaugurated and was found to be notably successful.  Various 
churches were utilized for this purpose and prominent Chapter members played the programs.  It was 
found that attendance at these were even better, in some cases, than at evening programs.  Recitals by 
Lynnwood Farnam and Hugh McAmis were given during the 1927-1928 season. 
 
Papers were given by several musicians and artists; one by Professor Harold W. Thompson of Teachers’ 
College, Albany, New York, who gave a plea in favor of stronger Americanism in music.  George C. 
Phelps, organist and choirmaster of All Saint’s Church, Ashmont, spoke to a social meeting of the 
Chapter on English music.  He traced the influences under which the English people developed and the 
evolution of English music.  Regarding the organ, he said that although the English builders invented the 
swell organ, the pedalboard was some 400 years late in coming to general use.  Even as late as 1851, Sir 
George Smart called it a “gridiron.”  Seibert Losh of the Midmer-Losh Company spoke of aesthetics and 

 
33 The last Dean to serve more than two successive terms was Harris S. Shaw, A.A.G.O. (1944-1947).  By-Laws of 
the Chapter adopted May 18, 1953 now prohibit a Dean from serving more than two successive one-year terms. 
34 Dean Marshall also served as lecturer in music at Holy Cross College, Worcester, Mass. 



43 
 

technic of the equipment of the organist, while physics form the foundation of the organ-builder’s art.  
His company, he said, has experimented with a 7-octave organ.  Even quarter-tones can be played. 
 
At the first social of the 1929-1930 season, a symposium on organ music was held at the Harvard 
Musical Association Rooms.  The following participated in this forum: 
 
 George A. Burdett – The Prelude 
 Herbert C. Peabody – The Postlude 
 Hamilton Macdougall – Accompaniments 
 Edith Lang – Transcriptions 
 
Notice was taken of the 85th anniversary of the birth of Charles-Marie Widor and felicitations were sent 
to him.  Three of his pupils, Daisy Swadkins, Harold Schwab, and Wallace Goodrich reminisced about his 
methods of teaching.  Services were held in several outlying sections of the metropolitan area this 
season: at West Newton, at Ashmont, and again at Fitchburg.  Recitals were given by Marshall Bidwell, 
Edward G. Mead, Chandler Goldthwaite and Lynnwood Farnam.  A joint recital by John Hermann Loud 
and William Self was given with David Blair McCloskey, baritone. 
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1927 – 1928 Chapter Membership  
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1928 May 10 One Hundred Thirty-Fifth Organ Recital  
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1929 – 1930 Chapter Membership  
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1929 May 18 One Hundred Forty-Eighth Organ Recital  
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Chapter IX: The Deanship of Raymond Clark Robinson (1930-1933) 
 

Raymond Robinson, Mus.B., Mus.D., F.A.G.O., served as Dean of the New England Chapter for three 
terms.  He was a graduate of the Worcester Classical High School and an honor graduate of the New 
England Conservatory.  He studied piano with B. J. Lang and composition and orchestration with George 
Chadwick. His organ teachers were Wallace Goodrich and Joseph Bonnet.  His experience as a teacher 
included the position as instructor in music at Wellesley College from 1919 to 1932, instructor in organ, 
harmony and harmonic analysis at the New England Conservatory since 1920 and instructor in music at 
Boston University since 1918.  He became professor of organ at the latter institution in 1930.  He 
received his Mus. Bac. Degree from the University of Toronto and the Mus. D. from the New York 
College of Music.  His positions as church organist included: All Souls’ and Brace Church, Worcester; The 
First Parish Unitarian Church of Concord; the Central Congregational Church of Boston, where he 
remained eight years, and King’s Chapel, Boston since 1924.  He passed away in the spring 1945. 
 
The most outstanding contribution Dean Robinson made for the Guild was his supervision of the 
national convention of the A.G.O. held in Boston June 20-25, 1932. Details of this event appear later in 
this chapter.  The passing from this life of Lynnwood Farnam who served for several years as organist 
and choirmaster at Emmanuel Church and who was very active in Boston Guild affairs, was noted.  A 
service of dedication of a plaque to his memory was held at Emmanuel Church on May 31 with Guild 
members participating in the service.  Mr. Farnam passed away November 23, 1930. 
 
Speakers during the 1930-1031 season included Henry Gideon who told of his past season in Europe; 
also G. Donald Harrison of the Skinner Organ Company.  Mr. Harrison spoke at the annual dinner held at 
the Boston City Club, Feb. 16, 1931; his topic being the general subject of the English organs and organ-
builders and eminent organists known to him through his connection with the firm of Henry Willis of 
London, famous for the many fine organs built by them through several generations.  He stated that no 
fewer than half the organs in cathedrals in England had been built by this firm.  He told of the nature of 
English ideals in organ-building and the general style of performance cultivated by English organists.  
“His speech was helpful toward a broad view of English contributions to organ voicing, that of particular 
registers and of ensemble, and illuminating as to the traditions embodied in English organ music and 
English organ accompaniments.” 35 
 
Everett E. Truette, past-Dean of the Chapter (1918-1920) was honored at a reception given by the 
Chapter in commemoration of his fifty years of activity as a concert organist, as an organist and choir-
director in leading churches, and as a teacher and composer; at the rooms of the Harvard Musical 
Association on April 27, 1931.  The Secretary’s record of this event says: 
 

Mr. Truette was one of the founders of the Chapter. A large number of his friends present 
included many of his pupils from among the 300 of his students holding church positions.  The 
members of the Truette Club were invited to attend – those not Chapter members being invited 
to come as guests of the Chapter. 
 

 
35 Report of the Secretary (Arthur H. Ryder), Feb. 16, 1931. 
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There were addresses by Past-Deans Burdett, Clemson, Macdougall and Loud.  LeRoy T. Fuller, 
president of the Truette Club spoke for the Club.  Dean Robinson summarized the many 
distinctions won by Mr. Truette in his long and actively continuing musical career. 
 
Mr. Truette told, most entertainingly, of his earlier experiences in the musical life of Boston, 
leaving it for other to recount his thorough studies in Berlin, Paris, Liverpool, London, and in this 
country. 
 
As a memento of the occasion, a book of etching of churches in France was presented him by 
the Chapter.  Mrs. Truette, by being present, made the rejoicing complete.36 

 
In May, 1931 at an Executive Committee meeting, it was voted that Mr. Burdett prepare and send a 
letter to John Hyatt Brewer in recognition of his completion of fifty years of service as organist and 
choirmaster at the Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church, Brooklyn, New York.  Dr. Brewer, having been 
the prime mover in the founding of the New England Chapter and Mr. Burdett having been active in its 
original organizations to a degree only second to Dr. Brewer. 
 
At the annual meeting of 1931 the Secretary, Arthur H. Ryder, enumerated the events of the season.  In 
addition to the Guild service at Emmanuel Church in Mr. Farnam’s memory, it was noted that Mrs. C. 
Nichols Greene of Chestnut Street had opened her home to the chapter for a meeting in memory of Mr. 
Farnam, with addresses and music appropriate to the occasion. 
 
Dean Robinson paid tribute to his predecessor, Dr. Marshall, in his annual report and quoted Cardinal 
O’Connell who said recently upon his thirtieth anniversary as a Catholic Bishop that he “… had long 
made it a practice to meet every new situation without a fear and yet with no feeling of 
overconfidence.” 37 The Dean said he felt the same way in succeeding someone like Dean Marshall. 
 
Services during the 1930-1931 season were held at Salem and Fitchburg, also a recital at the Methuen 
Organ Hall by Carl McKinley, and a performance of Brahms’s Requiem by the choir of the First Church in 
Boston, William E. Zeuch, organist and choirmaster. 
 
The 1931-1932 season featured numerous services; at St. Paul’s Cathedral, at the Cathedral of the Holy 
Cross, at All Saints’ Church, Ashmont and at the Winchester Unitarian Church.  The eminent German 
organist-composer, Dr. Sigfrid Karg-Elert gave a recital in Jordan Hall.  Dean Robinson said: “His concert 
was both a revelation and a disappointment, the latter because of the type of registration different 
enough from what I imagined for his works, that is was in a sense disillusioning.  We greatly enjoyed the 
man himself, simple, unassuming, naive, enthusiastic, a thorough artist.”38 
 
The National Convention of the A.G.O. (the Tenth such convention) was held in Boston in June, 1932 
from the 20th to the 25th. 

 
Despite an economic situation which caused many organists to suffer reductions of incomes of 
loss of positions, there was a most encouraging attendance, more than 225 being registered.  
The visitors represented 20 states.  The New England Chapter, under the leadership of Dean 

 
36 Report of the Secretary, April 27, 1931. 
37 Report of the Dean at annual meeting, May 21, 1931. 
38 Report of the Dean at Annual Meeting, May 16, 1932 
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Robinson and Dr. Hamilton Macdougall, chairman of the Program Committee, received high 
praise for the perfection of the arrangements and the excellence of the program.39 

 
Convention Events Included: 
 

Program at Jordan Hall by the New England Conservatory Orchestra and guest organists: Palmer 
Christian, H. Frank Boyzan, Harold Gleason, Albert Snow. 
 
A bus trip to notable organs: the First Church of Christ, Scientist, Temple Mishka Tefila, Roxbury, 
Holy Cross Cathedral. 
 
Service of Solemn Evensong at the Church of the Advent with the choir of St. Paul’s Cathedral 
singing from the gallery of the south transept. 
 
Recital by Marion Janet Clayton of Brooklyn, New York at the Church of the Covenant.  Paper by 
Dr. Archibald T. Davison. Recital at Methuen by Alexander McCurdy. Recital at First Church by 
Carl Weinrich. Recital at Trinity Church by Hugh Porter. Recital at Emmanuel Church by Robert 
Cato. 
 
Other events included a bus trip to the Second Church in Newton (Congregational), West 
Newton, for a recital by Ralph Kinder and a performance by the Second Church Choir of the 
Guild prize anthem “Let Not Your Heart Be Troubled,” by Mark Shumway Dickey, and a 
“Magnificat” by Warden Sealy. 
 
The final day of the convention was spent on a tour of two organs in Hartford, Connecticut, 
through the courtesy of the Austin Organ Company and the Aeolian-Skinner Company.  A visit 
was made to the 4-manual Austin in Bushnell Memorial Auditorium and the organ in the chapel 
of Trinity College.40 

 
The 1932-1933 season opened with a social meeting at the Harvard Musical Association with informal 
talks by four Chapter members: Albert Snow, Harold Schwab, Kenneth Moffat and John Marshall. 
Gunther Ramin, the prominent German organist gave a recital at First Church on January 23, 1933.  At 
the annual dinner in February 1933, Warden Charles Henry Doersam was introduced and mentioned the 
report of the console standardization committee.  
 
Services were held at the Holy Cross Cathedral, at the Second Church in Boston, at the Church of Our 
Saviour, Longwood (Brookline), and at the First Congregational Parish (Unitarian) in Arlington Centre.  
Recitals were given during 1932-1922 by E. Power Biggs at the Church of the Covenant and by Edward 
D’Every of Brompton Oratory, London, a member of the Trinity College board of examiners visiting in the 
country, also at the Church of the Covenant.  A service was held at St. Mark’s Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Brookline, with a chorus from the Boston University School of Religious Education, Dr. H. 
Augustin Smith, conductor, Harold J. Bartz, organist. 
 

 
39 Report of the 10th Annual Convention in “The Diapason”, July 1, 1932. (No author’s signature given.) 
40 Report of the Dean at annual meeting, May 9, 1933. 
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The matter of Guild Chapter expansion in New England was brought up at board meetings and the Dean 
was authorized to write to various Chapter members throughout the region to see what their ideas 
would be on the subject. 41 
 
  

 
41 See Chapter XX – Guild Expansion 
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1930 Nov 17 One Hundred Fiftieth Organ Recital  
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1931 Dec 8 One Hundred Nineteenth Public Service  
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1932 Jan 18 One Hundred and Fifty-third Organ Recital  
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 1932 Mar 6 One Hundred Fifty-fifth Organ Recital  
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1932 May 4 One Hundred Fifty- sixth Organ Recital  
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1932 June 20 – 25 AGO Eleventh General Convention  
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1932 Oct 24 One Hundred Fifty-seventh Organ Recital  
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1932 Dec 6 One Hundred Twenty-Fourth Public Service  
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1933 Feb 21 One Hundred Twenty-Sixth Public Service  
 

 

  



61 
 

Chapter X: The Deanship of Frederick Harrison Johnson (1933-
1936) 

 
Frederick H. Johnson, A.B., F.T.C.L., F.A.G.O., became Dean of the New England Chapter on September 1, 
1933 and served three terms.  He was born in 1883 and passed away suddenly early in 1949.  He studied 
piano with Mme. Helen Hopekirk and George E. Whitney and organ with Everett Truette.  He was a 
graduate of Harvard University.  He became director of the music department at Bradford Junior 
College, Bradford, Massachusetts in 1913.  He served as Dean of the church music section of the 
Wellesley Conference in 1928.  He became an instructor in organ at Boston University in 1934.  In 1928 
he became organist and choirmaster of the Church of the Advent, Boston, and lent distinction to that 
office for many years.  In 1947 he became organist and choirmaster of the Cathedral Church of St. Paul 
in Boston, remaining there until his sudden death two years later.  Mr. Johnson served as the chairman 
of the examiners for Trinity College, London, examinations in this country.  Mr. Johnson resigned as a 
member of the Guild in November 1942 because of a misunderstanding with officials at Headquarters 
over the results of one of his pupil’s examinations for the Associateship certificate.  He resignation was 
accepted by the Executive Committee of the Chapter on February 8, 1943, after consultation had failed 
to persuade him to withdraw it. 
 
The season 1933-1934 saw these events: 
 
Organ Recitals by 
 Carl McKinley at Gordon Chapel, Old South Church 
 Ernest White of St. James Church, Philadelphia, at Emmanuel Church 

Frances Snow of Trinity, Boston, at Grace Church, Providence, Rhode Island (Rhode Island   
Chapter of the Guild was formed at this time – October 17, 1933) 
Palmer Christian at New Auditorium, Worcester 
Marcel Dupre at Memorial Chapel, Harvard University 
Carl Weinrich at Memorial Chapel, Harvard University 

 
Joint Recital at First Congregational Church, Woburn by Paul Stanton, Dowell McNeil, Ruth E. Bailey 
 
Public Services at 
 First Baptist Church, Malden, Albion Metcalf, organist and director 
 Trinity Church, Boston, with choirs from Church of the Advent and Trinity 
 Christ Church, Quincy, Edward B. Whittredge, F.A.G.O., organist and choirmaster 
 King’s Chapel, Boston, Raymond G. Robinson, F.A.G.O., organist and choirmaster 
 Perkins’ Institution for the Blind, Watertown, John F. Harwell, director 
 
Early in the season the Executive Committee voted to hold a Chapter Convention in the spring, probably 
in April, 1934 and to hold a young-organists’ contest with Clarence Dickinson as judge.  This was held on 
April 24 and 25.  On April 23 the contest for young organists was held at the Church of the Covenant  
and was won by Elizabeth Anderson, a pupil of Dr. Carl McKinley.  The prize was $100, donated by the 
Aeolian-Skinner Organ Company.  Runner-up was F. Carrroll McKinstry of Springfield, a pupil of William 
E. Zeuch. 
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One of the innovations of Dean Johnson’s first year was the publication of a booklet of Christmas 
programs by Chapter members.  It proved to be an attractive brochure.42  Numerous social events were 
held. One was at the home of Mrs. C. Nichols Greene on Chestnut Street, Beacon Hill, with an informal 
program by Lucius Harris.  The annual dinner was held at the University Club in March with Professor 
Edward Burlingame Hill of Harvard as the speaker. 
 
The Chapter Convention43 on April 24 and 25, 1934 included these features besides the Young Organists’ 
Contest the day preceding the convention: 
  

A program of organ music with orchestra was held at Jordon Hall of New England Conservatory 
under the direction of Wallace Goodrich.  Ralph Vaughan Williams’ “Prelude and Fugue for 
Organ and Orchestra” was performed for the first time in America with Albert Snow as soloist. 
 
A program of 16th and 17th century church music was performed at the Memorial Church of 
Harvard University by the Harvard Choir under the direction of G. Wallace Woodworth.  This was 
followed by a lecture on “Ideals in Church Music” by Professor Alfred H. Meyer of Boston 
University. 
 
The second day of the convention Carl Weinrich gave a splendid recital on the organ at 
Memorial Church. That evening a service was held at the First Church in Boston “… by the 
combined choirs under the direction of Thompson Stone.” 44 Organ solos were played by Francis 
Snow, Homer Humphrey and Carl McKinley. 

 
The 1934-1935 season brought a full program of recitals and public services. At social meetings that year 
speakers included Professor Leo Lewis of Tufts College, G. Donald Harrison of the Aeolian-Skinner Organ 
Company and Dr. Sydney H. Nicholson, who gave an informal talk on his work with the English School of 
Church Music. 
 
Recitals given were as follows: 
 
169th Recital - Oct. 22, 1934 – Emmanuel Church – Albert Snow 
170th Recital - Nov. 13, 1934 – Old South Church – Carl McKinley 
171st Recital - Dec. 3, 1934 – St. John’s Episcopal Church, Arlington – Paul Akin – talk on the organ by 

Edward B. Gammons 
172nd Recital -  Dec. 11, 1934 – Old South Church, Clarence Watters of Hartford 
173rd Recital - Jan. 10, 1935 – Trinity Church, Boston Renée Nizan (pupil of Vierne) 
174th Recital - Feb. 12, 1935 – Old South Church – Lawrence Apgar of St. Stephen’s Church, Providence 
175th Recital -  Mar. 4, 1935 – St. Paul’s Cathedral, Boston – Albert J. Ruppel of St. Mary’s Church, 

Wayne, Pennsylvania 
176th Recital -  Apr. 1, 1935 – St. Paul’s Cathedral – John Hermann Loud 
177th Recital -  May 13, 1935 – Trinity Church – Francis Snow 
 
 
 

 
42 Copy of the brochure included in this document 
43 Copy of the Convention brochure included in this document 
44 Report of the Secretary (Harold F. Schwab). The choirs involved were not enumerated. 
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Public Services given were as follows: 
 
134th Service - Oct. 8, 1934 – Christ Church, Fitchburg, Fred Cronheimer, organist.  Assisting organists: 

Homer Humphrey, Carl McKinley, Francis Snow, William C. Heller 
  
Nov. 7, 1934 – Recital of Plainchant and other Liturgical Music – Church of St. John the Evangelist, 
Boston; Everett Titcomb, organist and choirmaster.  Assisting organists: Homer Whitford, Edward B. 
Whitteredge. 
 
Nov. 12, 1934 – 137th Public Service – St. Anne’s Episcopal Church, Dowell; William C. Heller, organist 
and choirmaster.  Assisting organists:  Frederick Johnson, Raymond Robinson, John Hermann Loud. 
 
Nov. 26, 1934 – 138th Public Service – St. Paul’s Cathedral, Boston; Arthur Phelps, organist and 
choirmaster. Assisting organists: Gerald F. Frazee, Maurice C. Kirkpatrick, Edith Lang. 
 
Dean Johnson began his third term in September 1935.  The events of the season included these 
speakers at socials: 
 

Professor Marshall:  talk on the recent convention of English organists 
Edward B. Gammons: lecture with illustrations on “The Carillon” 
Dr. Charles E. Park: Illustrated lecture on New England 
Dr. Archibald T. Davison: Problems of the Choirmaster 

 
Public services held included programs at Christ Church, Fitchburg; All Saints’ Church, Worcester;  First 
Baptist, Newton Centre;  and at Temple Israel, Boston, a program in honor of the feast of Esther. 
 
Recitals were given by these organists: 
 
Maurice Garabrant at the First Church in Boston 
Albert Snow, Francis Snow, William Zeuch at Groton School.  Remarks by Mr. Lynes, organist. 
Sallie Mason Peabody and Lucille Jensen at Trinity. 
F. Carroll McKinstry and George Faxon at Harvard Church, Brookline 
Rowland W. Halfpenny at Emmanuel Church, Boston 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



64 
 

1933 Oct 3 One Hundred Sixty-second Organ Recital  
   

 



65 
 

1933 Oct 7 One Hundred Sixty-third Organ Recital  
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1933 Nov 6 One Hundred Sixty-fourth Recital  
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1933 Nov 27 One Hundred Thirty-first Public Service  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Not Included in this document is the New England Chapter of the American Guild of Organists  
 
Christmas Programs 1933. This can be found on page 68 of the original document. 
 

 

 

  



69 
 

1934 Jan 9 One Hundred Thirty Second Public Service  
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1934 Feb 26 One Hundred Sixty-Seventh Organ Recital  
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1934 Apr 9 One Hundred Thirty-Fourth Public Service  
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1934 Apr 23 – 25 American Guild of Organists New England Chapter Convention  
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1934 Nov 7 One Hundred Thirty-fifth Public Service  
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1934 Oct 22 One Hundred Sixty-ninth Organ Recital  
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1934 Oct 8 One Hundred Thirty-fifth Public Service  
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1936 Feb 24 One Hundred Eighty-second Organ Recital  
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1936 Mar 2 One Hundred Eighty-third Organ Recital  
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1936 Mar 9 One Hundred Eighty-fourth Service  

  



79 
 

Chapter XI: The Deanship of William Edward Zeuch (1936-1937) 
 

William E. Zeuch, organist of the First Church in Boston (Unitarian), was elected Dean of the New 
England Chapter in May, 1936, and served for only one year.  He expressed regret, upon his retirement 
at the annual meeting in 1937, that business interests compelled this action.45  Mr. Zeuch is a graduate 
of Northwestern University and studied organ with Dr. Peter C. Lutkin and with Alexandre Guilmant in 
Paris.  He succeeded John P. Marshall as organist at First Church upon the union of the South 
Congregational Church with the First Church.  Mr. Zeuch served as the first Secretary of the Western 
Chapter of the Guild in Chicago when it was organized in 1907 under the leadership of Harrison M. Wild.  
He served on the Executive Committee of the New England Chapter from 1927-1930 an again from 1931 
through 1936. 
 
Most of the records of his season as Dean in 1936 and 1937 are not available because the minutes are 
not included in the Secretary’s report for those years. During the 1935-1936 Paul Akin resigned as 
Secretary and Sub-Dean Edward B. Gammons served as acting Secretary from March until September of 
1936, being elected for a full term as Secretary at the annual meeting in May. Mr. Gammons served until 
sometime in 1937.  In May, 1937, George Faxon was installed as Secretary at the annual meeting and 
wrote the report of that meeting.  The records from that point on are all in proper order. 
 
An account of the meetings of the Chapter in November and December, 1936, is here quoted from “The 
Diapason” of January 1, 1937: 
 

The New England Chapter opened its season with a splendidly attended social meeting at the 
rooms of the Harvard Musical Association on the evening of November 9. Dean William E. Zeuch 
spoke briefly, outlining events for the season and making a plea for more active interest in Guild 
affairs.  He then introduced the speaker of the evening, Dr. Francis W. Snow of Trinity Church, who 
gave a sparkling account of the Pittsburgh convention of last spring. 
 
The Guild members derived much satisfaction and learned a great deal from the first recital, which 
was given by Frederick Johnson at the Church of the Advent in Boston, November 23rd.  Mr. 
Johnson gave the finest demonstration of what the “Baroque organ and the modern organ can do 
musically” the writer has ever heard.  The pedal, unenclosed great and positif as well as a 
complete swell and lovely choir division. The organ is replete with single and chorus mutations 
and the recitalist used them to fullest advantage.  The performance of the first group was a 
revelation in new tonal effect that gave the early pieces a distinction and lucidity they seldom 
appear to have.  Mr. Johnson showed the amazing color possibilities of an organ of this type and 
the more delicate tones were fully employed in the beautiful numbers by Drischner, Messiaen, 
Titcomb and Bingham.  Incidentally, the Titcomb piece should be published, for it is a splendidly 
written church number in the true organ idiom.  Altogether it was an evening of pleasure and 
instruction for any organ enthusiast.  Mr. Johnson, the organist, and Mr. Harrison, who conceived 
the instrument brought it to fruition, deserve the highest praise. The program was as follows: 
 
 

 
45 Mr. Zeuch continues to serve as Vice President of the Aeolian-Skinner Organ Company of Dorchester, 
Massachusetts. 
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Prelude and Musette Rameau  
Caprice Clerambault 
Recit de Nazard Clerambault 
Basse de Cromorne Clerambault 
Toccata Pachelbel  
Récit de Tierce en Taille de Griny 
Valet will ich Dir geben Bach 
Four Chorale Preludes Drischner 
Veni Creator Jacob 
Alleluias serieuse Messiaen 
Scherzo Quef 
Puer natus est (Ms.) Titcomb 
Minuet Lavotta 
Intercession Bingham 
Ein’ feste Burg Karg-Elert 

 
The December meeting of the New England Chapter was a new venture, for the members met for a 
supper at the First Church in Boston and then heard an excellent talk and a recital on the harpsichord by 
Putnam Aldrich. He first spoke on the history of the stringed keyboard instruments and their 
characteristics and then played a superb recital demonstrating the evolution of harpsichord music.  His 
comments on the music were revealing and enhanced the effect of the numbers for the audience. 
      
        Edward B. Gammons, Secretary 46 
 
At the annual meeting of the Chapter, May 25, 1937, Dean Zeuch read a memorandum of a proposed 
fund for Guild members in need of financial assistance, and asked that action be taken by the incoming 
Dean on this matter.  The family of a deceased member of the Chapter wanted to give a memorial fund 
to the Guild, the income of which would be used to assist members who through advancing age or 
illness are need of financial help.  At an Executive meeting on June 7, 1937, it was voted to accept the 
fund, subject to the approval of Headquarters. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
46 Report of the Secretary in “The Diapason”, Jan. 1, 1937 
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1937 Jan 11 One Hundred Eighty-seventh Organ Recital  
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1937 Apr 12 One Hundred Ninetieth Organ Recital  
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Chapter XII: The Deanship of Homer Pasco Whitford (1937-1939) 
 

Homer Whitford, Mus.B., Mus.D., F.A.G.O., was born in Harvey, Illinois in 1892, the son of a physician 
and amateur violinist and orchestra director.  His mother was a teacher before her marriage.  Mr. 
Whitford entered the Conservatory of Music at Tarkio College, Missouri and was graduated in organ and 
theory in 1910. He then went to Oberlin for work in organ and composition, receiving the Mus. B. 
degree in 1915 after several years of studying and teaching. He took the Associate examination of the 
Guild in 1914 and the Fellowship in 1915.  He was at the First Presbyterian Church of Shelbyvillle, 
Indiana and at the Shelby School of Music in 1915-1917 and from there went to the Church of the Good 
Shepherd, Scranton, Pennsylvania, where a professional choir was maintained and 30-minute recitals 
were a feature of the evening service.  He was director of the U.S. Army Band for the one year while he 
was in the military forces during the First World War.  In May 1919, he went to the Tabernacle Baptist 
Church in Utica, New York, remaining there four years.  In the fall of 1923 he went to Dartmouth College 
as organist and instructor of music, succeeding Charles R. Cronham and Charles H. Morse. 
 
Mr. Whitford spent the summer of 1924 in France studying organ with Widor and Vierne and conducting 
with André Bloch.  The fall of that year saw him appointed associate professor. In addition to playing the 
daily chapel and Sunday vespers at the college church and teaching courses in theory and organ playing, 
he directed the St. Cecilia Club and the Dartmouth Glee Club which has been a prize-winner in many 
intercollegiate glee club contests. While at Dartmouth be became interested in starting a Guild chapter 
in that region, and, as a result, the Vermont-New Hampshire Chapter was organized in 1934 with Mr. 
Whitford as first Dean, in which office he served for two terms. 
 
He came to Boston shortly thereafter and served as interim organist at the First Church in Cambridge, 
Congregational. At this time he studied composition at Harvard University. After a year at the First 
Church he was asked to become their regular organist.  He became active in the New England Chapter in 
Boston, serving as Sub-Dean under Mr. Zeuch, and in May, 1937 was elected Dean, thus becoming the 
first person to serve as Dean of more than one Chapter in New England.  Tarkio College awarded him its 
honorary degree of doctor of music in 1950. 
 
Dr. Whitford has been interested in the subject of music therapy for the ill and has done notable work in 
this field with his center of activity chiefly at the McLean Hospital in Waverly, Massachusetts.  He now 
gives a course at the New England Conservatory of Music on this subject. 
 
At the first Executive Committee meeting held in September, 1937,  it is interesting to note that the 
Dean was authorized “…to appoint a committee to study the situation regarding the ethics of visiting 
organists playing for wedding and funerals. Also, the use of the organ by an organist’s pupils and by 
strangers.” 47 
 
It was during Mr. Whitford’s tenure that the name of the Chapter, appropriately, was changed to 
“Massachusetts.” Because several new chapters in New England had come into being, it was felt that the 

 
47 Minutes of the Executive Committee, Sept. 20, 1937 
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new name would serve to distinguish the parent chapter better.  This action was taken on the occasion 
of the annual dinner held January 24, 1938.48 
 
The Report of the Committee on Ethics was received from Headquarters and copies made available to 
members.  This seemed to take care of the subject of weddings and funerals and their fees. 
 
Dean Whitford, in his annual report of May 16, 1938 list the accomplishments of the year: 
 

Illustrated talk on the Baroque organ at the Germanic Museum by G. Donald Harrison, assisted by 
E. Power Biggs. 
 
Joint recital by young organists at Harvard Church, Brookline. 
  
Combined choir service at First Church, Boston, with the choirs of First Church and Old South 
Church. 
 
Service at First Congregational Church, Lowell, with the choirs of that church and the Pelham 
Congregational Church. 
 
Talk by Dr. John Finley Williamson of the Westminster Choir School. 
 
Service at Trinity Church, Boston, by the Trinity boy choristers, assisted by various organists. 
 
Concert of liturgical music at Brown Hall of the New England Conservatory by the choir of All 
Saints’ Church and with Greek Orthodox, Roman, and Jewish choirs, assisted by visiting organists. 
 
Contest for young organists at Harvard Church, Brookline, with nine candidates. 
 
New England Regional Convention, May 2-3, 1938 

 
The Regional Convention held in the spring of 1938 was a great success, largely due to the excellent 
management of the details of the convention by the General Chairman, Past-Dean Raymond D. 
Robinson (1930-1933), who had much experience in this line by serving as host Dean when the 10th 
National Convention came to Boston in 1932.  Some of the features of the two-day convention were: 
 

Program by the Portland Polyphonic Society of Portland, Maine, conduct by Alfred Brinkler, 
assisted by John E. Fay, organist. 
 
Joint musical service by the choirs of St. Paul’s Cathedral and Emmanuel Church, held at the 
Cathedral. 
 
Program of sacred music by the boy choristers of Trinity Church, at the Leslie Lindsey Chapel of 
Emmanuel Church. 
  
Recital by Roy P. Bailey, past-Dean of the Rhode Island Chapter, at Emmanuel Church. 
 

 
48 See Chapter XX – Guild Expansion 
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Recital by Virgil Fox at Old South Church. 49 
 
Papers given at the Convention included: 

Wallace Goodrich: Church Music and the Gregorian System 
Carl McKinley: Some Problems of Choral Repertoire 
Hamilton Macdougall: Some Reflections on New England Colonial Music from 1620 to 1820 
George W. Stanley: Electronics as an Adjunct to, and a Competitor of, the Pipe Organ 

 
The New Executive Committee, in the fall of 1938, made plans for the new season. It was felt that there 
were possible too many events the previous season and the stress “…might well be place on fewer and 
better events for the present year.” 50  A more general appeal to the public and more favorable publicity 
were presented as logical goals. One major event was to be held each month, with no event in 
December. 
 
It was announced that the original charter had been returned to the Chapter and it was suggested that it 
be placed on display in some suitable location. The Harvard Musical Association was mentioned as most 
fitting.  A motion was made at the Executive Committee meeting on Sept. 19, 1938 that “…candidates 
for membership be subjected to one reading only, and upon finding this not in conflict with the 
Constitution, it was carried.” 51 
 
These events occurred during the second year of Dean Whitford’s tenure: 
 
Nov. 7, 1938 – Festival Service of Five Mixed Choirs at the First Church in Cambridge, Congregational 
with these participants: 
 

Arlington Street Church, Boston 
Auburndale Congregational Church, Newton 
Frist Church in Cambridge, Harvard Square 
St. Paul’s Cathedral, Boston 
Trinity Church, Newton Centre 
 
The Prelude was played by Ernest W. Bray of Springfield. The Postlude was played by Donald C. 
Gilley, A.A.G.O, of Worcester 

 
Nov. 18, 1938 – Recital by Nita Akin at First Church, Boston 
 
Feb. 13, 1939 – Festival Service of Four Choirs at All Saints’ Church, Worcester with these participants: 
 

All Saints Church, William Self, organist and choirmaster 
Central Congregational Church, Mabel S. Reed, director; Alfred W. G. Peterson, organist 
Wesley Methodist Episcopal Church, Donald C. Gilley, A.A.G.O., organist and director 
First Lutheran Church, Arvid C. Anderson, organist and choirmaster 
 

 
49 Program in this document 
50 Minutes of the Executive Committee, Sept. 19, 1938. 
51 Ibid. 
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The Prelude was play by Dr. Carl McKinley. (Mr. Zeuch absent).  The Postlude was play by Dr. 
McKinley. 
 
Dean Whitford conducted the combined choirs in a setting of the Bach Chorale: “Now Let Every 
Tongue Adore Thee.” 
 

Mar. 6, 1939 – Festival of Four Boy-Choirs at Trinity Church, Boston, with these participants: 
 

Trinity Church, Dr. Francis W. Snow, organist and choirmaster. 
Christ Church, Fitchburg, Paul C. Akin, organist and choirmaster. 
All Saints’ Church, Worcester, William Self, organist and choirmaster 
Church of the Advent, Boston, Frederick Johnson, organist and choirmaster. 
 
The Prelude was played by Rowland W. Halfpenny of All Saints’ Church, Brookline.  The Offertory 
was played by George R. Hunsche of Central Congregational, Jamaica Plain.  The Postlude was 
played by Homer C. Humphrey of the Second Church in Boston. 

 
April 24, 1939 -  Prize Contest in Organ Playing at Gordon Chapel, Old South Church with 7 contestants. 
First prize of $25.00 won by George Faxon, Secretary of the Massachusetts Chapter of the Guild. 
 
May 1, 1939 – Social meeting at the Harvard Musical Association.  Talk by Sir Granville Bantock on “The 
Study of Strict Counterpoint and its Value.” 
 
May 27, 1939 – Annual meeting at Serlo Hall, Methuen.  A joint recital was given by E. Power Biggs, John 
Hermann Loud and Francis W. Snow.  The members took an informal inspection tour of the Ernest M. 
Skinner factory adjoining the hall.  Supper was served on the lawn.  Mr. Skinner gave a talk on the 
history of the old Boston Music Hall organ now installed in Serlo Hall and also made some general 
observations on the Baroque organ. 
 
Mar. 23, 1939 - Recital by Parvin Titus of Cincinnati at the First Church in Boston. He presented an 
interesting program of the works of the early masters and concluded with a group by contemporary 
American composers. 
 
The season marked the death of Albert W. Snow, organist of Emmanuel Church, Boston, successor to 
Lynnwood Farnam, and a longtime member of the Chapter, who passed away in Bangor, Maine on 
January 6, 1939. 
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1937 Nov 29 One Hundred Ninety-Second Concert  
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1938 Apr 4 One Hundred Forty-first Public Service  
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1938 May 2 – 3 Program of the Regional Convention of the New England Chapters 
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1938 May 20 One Hundred Ninety-third Organ Recital  
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1939 Feb 13 Festival Service  
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Chapter XIII:  The Deanship of Homer Corliss Humphrey (1939-
1942) 
 

Homer Humphrey was born in Yarmouth, Maine on August 1, 1880.  His early studies in piano were with 
E. A. Blanchard.   In 1899 he came to Boston as a student at the New England Conservatory of Music 
from which he graduated in 1901, taking his soloist’s diploma in 1902.  He was an organ pupil of Wallace 
Goodrich and later studied with Joseph Bonnet in Paris.  At the Conservatory he took theory with Louis 
C. Elson, counterpoint with George W. Chadwick and piano with Alfred de Voto. 
 
He has been a member of the faculty of the Conservatory since 1904 as a teacher of organ.  He has won 
several prizes in composition including the Paderewski prize in 1927 and the National Chamber Music 
prize for his trio for violin, bello and piano.  Also he won the Conservatory Alumni Song Contest in 1930 
for his work, “Give Me of Thy Delight.”  Mr. Humphrey served as director of the Fall River Choral Art 
Society from 1920 to 1924.  He was organist of the Second Church in Newton from 1910 to 1916, three 
years at the Second Church in Concord and for over twenty years was organist at the Second Church in 
Boston, Beacon Street and Park Drive (1924-1947).  From 1952 to 1956 he served as organist of the 
West Somerville Congregational Church. 
 
Mr. Humphrey has been active in the Guild in Boston ever since its formation in 1905, in fact the early 
records state that he was present at the first public service of the Chapter held at Emmanuel Church, 
November 20, 1906.  He served for two years as Sub-Dean under Mr. Whitford and was promoted to the 
deanship on September 1, 1939. 
 
Some of the events held during his first year as Dean were: 
 
Oct. 23, 1939 – Dinner and social at Second Church in Boston. Eulogy given to John O’Shea, former 
director of music in the Boston schools by past-Dean Walter J. Clemson.  An address by Dr. Archibald T. 
Davison of Harvard who spoke of the recently establish Isham Library of organ music.  He gave a history 
of its foundation through the generosity of Mr. Isham and that its original object had been the 
accumulation of music of the pre-Bach and Bach periods.  Photostat copies of the earliest known music 
up to the point of the first publication were obtained, including source material of the Bach Passacaglia.  
The library has collected photostat of early choral music and added to its collection of organ music 
through the 18th and 19th centuries. 
 
Nov. 29, 1939 - Service of Solemn Vespers and Benediction at the Church of the Holy Name, West 
Roxbury.  Service conducted by the Rev. Fr. Edward F. Ryan, D.D.  Liturgical music by Palestrina, 
McGrath, Lambilotte and Stewart as rendered by two choirs – a mixed group in the gallery and a 
Sanctuary choir in the ambulatory.  The music was conducted by Francis J. Mahler, organist and 
choirmaster of the church, assisted by Theodore N. Marier, organist of St. Paul’s Church, Cambridge. 
 
The Prelude was played by Frederick Johnson – slow movement of the Symphony “Media Vita,” by 
Ermend Bonnal.  The Offertory was played by Raymond Robinson – “Adagio” from the 8th Symphony of 
Widor.  The postlude was played by Dean Humphrey – “Komm, Heiliger Geist” of Bach. 
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At a meeting of the Executive Committee in December of this year, it was voted that Fr. Ryan be made 
an Honorary Associate of the Chapter in appreciation of his deep interest in the Guild and music of the 
Church and in consideration of his having donated the Wicks organ at the Church of the Holy Name. 
 
Jan. 22, 1940 – Recital by George Faxon, organist and choirmaster, First Church in Belmont, at the 
Church of the Advent, Boston. 
 
Jan. 29, 1940 - Annual Dinner at the Myles Standish Hotel. Speaker – the Rev. Vivian T. Pomeroy of 
Milton, who spoke sympathetically of the present relation between the clergy and the church musicians 
and offered constructive ideas for more close cooperation. 
 
Feb. 19, 1940 – Festival of Mixed Choirs at Old South Church with these participants: 
 

Arlington Street Church, Ellwood Gaskill, organist and choirmaster. 
Church of the Covenant, Henry R. Austin, organist and choirmaster. 
First Church in Boston, William E. Zeuch, organist and choirmaster. 
Old South Church, Dr. Carl McKinley, organist and choirmaster. 
 
The Prelude was played by Lincoln Spiess of the Winchester Unitarian Society.  The Offertory 
was played by Donald C. Gilley, A.A.G.O., of the Wesley Methodist Church, Worcester.  The 
Postlude was played by Gardiner C. Evans of the Church of Our Saviour, Brookline. 

 
Mar. 12, 1940 - Service of Evening Prayer at Trinity Church, Boston.  These choirs participated: 
 

Trinity Church, Dr. Francis Snow, organist and choirmaster. 
Christ Church, Cambridge 
Schola Cantorum of the Church of St. John the Evangelist, Boston, Everett Titcomb, organist and 
choirmaster 
 
The Prelude was played by Dr. Snow – “O Mensch bewein” of Bach.  The Postlude was played by 
Edna D. Parks – “Fantasie in G Major” of Bach. 

 
Apr. 24, 1940 – Festival of Five Choirs at Wesley Methodist Church, Worcester with these participants: 
 

Central Congregation, Mabel Reed, director. 
First Unitarian, Clifford Fowler Green, A.A.G.O., director. 
Wesley Methodist, Donald C. Gilley, director. 
All Saints’ Episcopal, William Self, director. 
 
The Prelude was played by Dowell P. McNeill of the Church of St. John the Evangelist, Hingham.  
The Offertory was played by Homer Whitford of First Church in Cambridge, Congregational. The 
Postlude was played by Francis J. Mahler of the Church of the Holy Name, West Roxbury. 

 
Apr. 29, 1940 – Recital by G. Huntington Byles of Trinity, New Haven at the Memorial Church, Harvard 
University. 
 
May 15, 1940 – Annual meeting at the Second Church in Boston.  The speaker was Ernest M. Skinner.  
The Dean announced that the Isham Library at Harvard would be visited next year in conjunction with an 
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event to be given by the Harvard Choir.  A Regional Convention in Portland, Maine was announced for 
August 20-21-22. Dr. Snow will play and Mr. Titcomb will give a paper. 
 
Oct. 28, 1940 – First social of the season was held at the Second Church in Boston.  Mr. Titcomb gave his 
paper on the liturgical music which he delivered to the organists at the Regional Convention in Portland. 
 
Dec. ?, 1940 – Choral service at King’s Chapel, Boston, by the choir of this church under the direction of 
Raymond C. Robinson, past-Dean (1930-1933).  Motets of the 16th, 17th and 19th century were used. 
 
The Prelude – 1st movement of the “Symphony of the Mystic Lamb” by Maleingreau was played by 
Maurice C. Kirkpatrick, A.A.G.O.   
The Offertory – “Prière” of Jongen was played by Harold F. Schwab, A.A.G.O. 
The Postlude – “Dorian Toccata” by Bach was played by Walter Branne of the Mystic Congregational 
Church, Medford. 
 
Jan. 20, 1941 – the 198th Chapter Recital by E. Power Biggs at the First Church in Boston.  “the recital was 
an exhibition of perfect clarity, fine taste in rendition and color painting throughout.  It was certainly 
one of the greatest recitals this writer has ever attended.”52  Mr. Biggs used selections by Handel, Bach, 
d’Aquin, S.S. Wesley, Farnam, Sowerby, Dupré and Reubke. 
 
Feb. 3, 1941 – Annual dinner at the Myles Standish Hotel. Speaker was Orin Skinner of the Connick 
Studio who gave an extremely erudite and interesting talk on the making of stained glass.  In his lecture 
he used colored slides which showed many of the great and historical windows in Europe as well as 
examples of Mr. Connick’s work in America.  “…He carried us from the period when stained glass was at 
its greatest height in the accomplishment though the period of lowest decadence and to the present 
point where the work of great artists is equal to or approximating the output of the earliest masters.”53  
Announcement was made of the passing pf past-Dean John P. Marshall (1926-1930) and Dean of the 
College of Music of Boston University. 
 
Mar. 18, 1941 – Service of Vespers and Benediction at the Church of the Immaculate Conception, 
Harrison Avenue, Boston.  The choir was under the direction Leonard S. Whalen, organist and 
choirmaster. 
 
The Preludes were played by Mark S. Dick and Francis J. Mahler. 
The Offertory was played by Francis W. Snow. 
The Postlude was played by Homer C. Humphrey 
 
Apr. 23, 1941 – 199th Organ Recital by Dr. Carl K. McKinley at Old South Church. 
 
May 7, 1941 – 150th Public Service at Trinity Church, Boston.  Two-choir Festival with the choirs of 
Emmanuel Church and Trinity.  Program included two 16th-century compositions and the rest from 
Victorian anthems through contemporary English, Russian and American schools. 
 
The Prelude was play be George R. Hunsche, assist organist of Emmanuel Church – “St. Anne Fugue” of 
Bach.  The Postlude was played by Dr. Snow – “Fantasie in G Major” of Bach. 

 
52 Minutes of the Secretary (Gardner C. Evans) of Jan. 20, 1941 
53 Minutes of the Secretary, Feb. 3, 1941 
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May 19, 1941 – Service at First Lutheran Church, Worcester.  Joint Festival with Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Church of Providence, Rhode Island.  Anthem from contemporary American, English, Russian, pre-Bach 
to Bach. 
 
The Prelude was played by Richard Klausli of Union Church, Boston. 
The Offertory was play by Clarence Helsing of Providence. 
The Postlude was play be Donald C. Gilley or Wesley Methodist Church, Worcester. 
 
 
The 1941 – 1942 was an extremely busy one for the Chapter.  Under Mr. Humphrey’s deanship, 13 
services were held at 12 churches; 6 recitals at 5 churches; 32 participants at services and 10 speakers at 
meetings – undoubtedly a record. 
 
At the first social in October, 1941, Harris Shaw reported on the Washington Convention.  Wesley Day 
resigned from the Executive Committee to go to St. Andrew’s Church, New Orleans.  Dr. Cole, new 
minister of the Second Church reviewed the book “Heritage of America” by Comminger and Nevin.  At 
the November social at Arlington Street Church, Dr. Werner Mueller of Harvard Medical School spoke to 
the group on the subject of “hearing.”  He covered the field of the anatomy of the ear and 
demonstrated with pitch pipes, tuning forks and resonators.  The annual dinner in January saw Dr. 
George H. Edgell, director of the Museum of Fine Arts, give an illustrated talk on “Masterpieces in the 
Museum.”  He showed art objects from all periods: Egyptian, Roman, Spanish, Japanese, Chinese, 
American. 
 
Some of the programs given during 1941 – 1942 included a Festival Service at Eliot Church, Newton, by 
the choirs of Trinity Church, Newton, Leland A. Arnold, organist and choirmaster; Eliot Church, Newton, 
Earl Weidner, A.A.G.O., organist and directory; and the Second Church in Newton (Congregational), 
West Newton, William Lester Bates, organist and director.  The Prelude was played by Marjorie Marshall 
of St. Anne’s Church, Lowell and the Postlude by John F. Cartwright of the First Congregational Church, 
New Bedford. 
 
The outstanding event of the season was the memorable recital of joseph Bonnet, eminent French 
organist, at the Church of the Advent, Boston, on January 28, 1942.  His program was given to a packed 
church, a large array of sponsors having contributed to making the recital possible.  His program was 
well varied and contained a representative selection of all periods of organ composition.  The complete 
program is here listed: 
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1942 Jan 28 Two Hundredth Organ Recital January  
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An interesting recital featuring the works of Chapter members was given at Emmanuel Church, Boston, 
on March 2, 1942, by George R. Hunsche, assistant organist at Emmanuel and organist-director at 
Central Congregational Church, Jamaica Plain.  He played several numbers from Ms., including these 
three selections: 
 Elevation – Gardner Evans 
 Stabat mater – Edward Jenkins 
 Canzone – Homer Humphrey 
 Scherzo – Everett Titcomb (recently published) 
 
A Festival Service was held at the Church of the Covenant on April 29, 1942 featuring the choirs of that 
church, Arlington Street Church and Harvard Church, Brookline.  Music was by Byrd, Thompson, 
Williams.  The Prelude was played by Raymond Robinson, the Offertory by Velma L. Harden and the 
Postlude by Elwood Gaskill. 
 
Due to the new rules instituted at Headquarters the annual meeting of 1942 saw for the first time a 
surplus of candidates for membership on the Executive Committee.  There were five nominated with 
three to be elected.  Those elected were E. Power Biggs, George R. Hunshe and Richard Klausli.  Mr. 
Hunsche entered the service of his country in the fall of 1942, and Mr. Klausli moved to Rhode Island, 
the vacancies created thereby were filled by the election of the two unsuccessful candidates at the 
annual meeting in May: Miss Velma L. Harden and Mrs. Eleanor Packard Jackson.  Dean Humphrey 
retired after three years in office in May 1942. 
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1939 Nov 20 One Hundred Forty-fourth Public Service  
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1940 Jan 22 One Hundred Ninety-sixth Organ Recital  
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1940 Mar 12 One Hundred Forty-sixth Public Service  
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1940 Apr 29 One Hundred Ninety-seventh Organ Recital  
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1941 Jan 20 One Hundred Ninety-eighth Recital  
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1941 Mar 18 One Hundred Forty-ninth Public Service  
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1941 Apr 23 One Hundred Ninety-ninth Organ Recital  
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1941 May 7 One Hundred Fiftieth Public Service  
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1941 Dec 10 Concert of Christmas Carols Perkins School for the Blind  
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1942 Mar 25 One Hundred Fifty-fourth Public Service  
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Chapter XIV: The Deanship of William Belknap Burbank (1942-
1944) 
 

William Belknap Burbank, a modest, self-effacing man who was greatly beloved by all who knew him, 
became Dean of the Massachusetts Chapter on September 1, 1942.  He brought to his duties a 
background of solid musicianship.  He was both a church musician and educator.  For twenty-five years 
he had been supervisor of music in the schools of the town of Brookline and for a long period served as 
organist and choirmaster of St. Paul’s Church there.  His untimely passing, so soon after the death of this 
lovely wife, in June 1944, came shortly after his announced retirement as Dean of the Chapter and was a 
great shock to his host of friends. 
 
At the first social of the 1942-1943 season, Dean Burbank showed movies he and Mrs. Burbank had 
taken of a trip throughout the country the summer previous.  The December social brought an address 
by Edward Gammons of Groton School on the history of organ-building.  At the annual dinner in January, 
Wallace Goodrich gave a talk about the Boston Opera Company and stressed the necessity of small 
American opera companies.  He spoke of the large part the Conservatory had in opera in Boston and of 
the work of Eben D. Jordan.  He deplored the need of having foreign conductors, but stated that until 
our men had ten to twenty years’ experience it would be impossible to change conditions.  At the 
annual meeting on May24, 1943 the speaker was Ernest M. Skinner who was presented with an 
embossed certificate of honorary membership in the Chapter. 
 
Numerous festival services were held during 1942-1943, among them a Service of Evening Prayer at the 
Church of Our Saviour, Brookline, in November, with the combined choirs of St. Paul’s, Brooking, William 
B. Burbank, organ and choirmaster; All Saint’s, Brookline, Rowland W. Halfpenny, organist and 
choirmaster; and the Church of the Redeemer, Chestnut Hill, Richard G. Appel, organist and choirmaster, 
with the choirs conducted by Mr. Burbank. The service was played by Gardner Evans, organist of the 
host church, with the prelude by Mr. Appel and the postlude by Mr. Halfpenny.  The 158th Public Service 
was held at Trinity, Boston , on February 15, 1943 and the Secretary notes that the temperature was “14 
below zero.”  The choir was augmented by the choir of St. Anne’s, Lowell.  The 159th Service was held at 
Wollaston Congregational Church, Quincy with the choirs under the direction of Edward B. Whittredge, 
F.A.G.O., organist and director.  The prelude was played by Eleanor K. Bowering of the Wellesley 
Congregational Church and the postlude by John Hermann Loud of Park Street Church, Boston.  Only 
one recitalist was heard this season: William E. Zeuch at First Church on February 23rd. 
 
Announcement was made of the death of the first Dean of the Chapter, George A. Burdett, A.G.O.  Mr. 
Evans, the Secretary, says in his minutes: “Mr. Burdett was not only a founder of the Guild, but one of 
the committee of three with S. B. Whitney and Henry M. Dunham appointed from Headquarters in New 
York to arrange illustrative services before New England had a chapter.  He was appointed later to 
organize and to be Dean of the New England Chapter.”54 
 
There were eight events held this season, three recitals, two services and three socials.  The effect of 
wartime abstinence plus gas rationing was felt in these times. 
 

 
54 Minutes of Executive Meeting, April 5, 1943. 
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E. Power Biggs gave a recital at the Harvard Church in Brookline on October 18th.  George Wald of First 
Presbyterian, Utica, New York played at the Church of the Covenant on March 20th “…to avoid bad 
weather, so the worst blizzard of the year came that day,” according to Dean Burbank.55 
 
At the first social meeting at Pilgrim Congregational Church, Central Square Cambridge, an informal talk 
by four organists on their duties at their respective churches was given: 
  
 Ernest E. Hardy, All Saints’, Belmont 
  William K. Provine, North Congregational, Cambridge 
 Elmer G. Westlund, Swedish Evangelical, Cambridge 
 Leonard S. Whalen, Immaculate Conception, Boston 
 
An interesting paper was given by Dr. Rupert A. Chittick, senior physician at McLean Hospital, Waverly 
on “Music Therapy for Mental Disorders.” 
 
The choir of St. Paul’s Cathedral, Boston presented Franck’s “Mass in A” with Ludwigh Theis, new 
organist and choirmaster conducting, November 1, 1943.  At the annual dinner on January 24, 1944 at 
the Second Church in Boston, the speaker was Dr. T. Tertius Noble of St. Thomas Church, New York. 
 

His sermonette was delightfully informal and humorous and was principally concerned with his 
personal contact with church music from his boyhood days to his recent retirement.  His years of 
service at Ely Cathedral and York Cathedral were recounted with much color and interesting 
detail.  He concluded with a brief talk on the choir school at St. Thomas’ Church, New York, its 
beginnings and accomplishments and its influence in the lives of the boys.56 

 
At the annual meeting at Harvard Church, Brookline on May 22, 1944, Sub-Dean Harris Shaw was 
introduced following his election as the new Dean.  The speaker of the evening was George E. Judd, 
manager of the Boston Symphony Orchestra who gave a history of the orchestra and traced the 
background of his work with the personnel. 
 
 
 

  

 
55 Report of the Dean, May 22, 1944. 
56 Minutes of the Secretary (Margaret Reade Martin), Jan. 24, 1944. 
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1942 Nov 9 One Hundred Fifty-seventh Public Service  
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1943 May 2 Two Hundred Second Organ Recital  
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1943 May 17 One Hundred Sixtieth Public Service  
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1943 Oct 18 Two Hundred Third Organ Recital  
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1944 May 2 One Hundred Sixty-second Public Service  
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Chapter XV: The Deanship of Harris Stackpole Shaw (1944-1947) 
 
Harris Shaw was born at Thomaston, Maine in December 1883.  He was educated in the local schools 
and began playing the organ at age 12.  In his boyhood he was the accompanist and organist for the 
Maine Festival Chorus.  In 1903 he moved to Boston to make a career, studying music and supporting 
himself.  For a number of years he accompanied Max Heinrich, Stephen Townsend, Willard Flint and 
several of the Boston Symphony Orchestra soloists. He studied piano with Carl Baermann and Edward 
Bowman in Boston and later with Leopold Godowski in New York.  His organ teachers were Wallace 
Goodrich and Everett Truette and in Europe he did work with Widor in Paris and Alfred Hollins in 
Edinburgh.  His theoretical work was largely with George Chadwick, Loeffler and Louis Elson.  His close 
association with Emil Mollenhauer in his study of conducting is one of his prized memories. 
 
Mr. Shaw’s official positions have been so many that it must suffice to enumerate only a few in these 
pages.  He served as head of the piano and organ department at the University of New Hampshire for 
three years; as organist and choirmaster at the Universalist Church in Boston for fifteen years; at 
Harvard Church, Brookline for four years, and since 1923 he has been organist and choirmaster at Grace 
Episcopal Church, Salem.  He was music director at the Harvard Summer School in 1914-1915; director of 
music at Middlebury College, Vermont in 1917-1918; past-president of the Music Manuscript Club of 
Boston; past-president of the Pianoforte Teachers’ Society of Boston 1933-1940; past-president, New 
England Choir Directors’ Guild 1940-1942; and Sub-Dean of the Massachusetts Chapter of the A.G.O. 
under Dean Burbank 1942-1944.  Mr. Shaw succeeded Mr. Burbank upon the latter’s death in June 
1944, having been elected at the annual meeting on May 22nd for the term beginning September 1st.  
Dean Shaw served for three memorable years from 1944 to 1947.  It was this writer’s privilege to serve 
on the Executive Committee the final year of Mr. Shaw’s deanship and he came to know the geniality 
and hospitable friendliness of the leader of the chapter.  The Spring Festival sponsored by the Chapter in 
April 1947 was the high point of the season and a fitting climax to Dean Shaw’s three years’ tenure. 
 
The first event of the 1944-1945 season was a recital by Catherine Crozier of Rochester, New York at the 
First Church in Boston on October 9, 1944.  She played selections by Karg-Elert, Bach, Hindemith, Vierne, 
Simonds, Bennett and Leo Sowerby.  A service was held at Perkins Institution for the Blind on December 
14th with music by the choir of the school directed by John F. Hartwell.  ON April 16, 1945 a service was 
held at the Church of the Holy Name, West Roxbury, under the direction of Francis J. Mahler, organist 
and choirmaster.  The Prelude was played by Herbert J. Irvine, A.A.G.O. and the Postlude by Dowell P. 
McNeill. 
 
Speakers at the Social meetings included Rudolph Elie, music critic of the Boston Herald, who spoke at 
the meeting on November 14, 1944, at First Church in Cambridge.  At the annual dinner at Copley 
Methodist Church in January, 1945, Warden S. Lewis Elmer from Headquarters was the chief speaker.  
He spoke informally and informatively about the history of the Guild.  He said it was the dream of Dr. 
Gerritt Smith who visited the English Royal College of Organists.  He said that of 145 Founders, only 19 
are now living; that 1200 have passed the Associate examination, 400 the Fellowship examination, 17 
the Choirmaster examination and 12 Royal College diploma recipients “ad eundem.”57 He mention the 
Massachusetts Chapter’s early connection with the Guild of B. J. Lang, Messrs. Burdett, Clemson and 
Truette who were instrumental in organizing a representatively strong chapter of over 100 members.  At 

 
57 The Guild granted its Fellowship or Associateship certificate to any organist with the corresponding degree in 
any of the English universities. 
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the annual meeting at St. Paul’s Church, Brookline in May, 1945, the speaker was Dr. Charles E. Park of 
First Church, Boston, who showed his colored slides of New England. 
 
The first social of the 1945-1946 season was held at All Saints’ Church, Belmont.  Several returned 
servicemen were present and were warmly greeted by Dean Shaw.  A moment of silent tribute was 
given in memory of William Lester Bates, who served for thirty years as organist of the Second Church in 
West Newton.  A forum was held on the procedure of choir rehearsals in various churches.  Those who 
spoke included: 
 
 Homer Humphrey  Edward Howard 
 Francis Hagar   Gerald Frazee 
 Reginald Crowley  Kenneth Hanly 
 
Dr. Carl McKinley of Old South Church, Boston, was the featured speaker and told of his facilities for 
choir rehearsals at that church.  He said he is fortunate to have risers in his rehearsal room grouped 
about the piano.  Other events of the year were: 
 
Nov. 7, 1945 – Recital by David Craighead at Old South Church 
 
Jan. 14, 1946 – Annual Dinner at First Baptist, Boston.  The speaker was Dr. Ashley Day Leavitt, minister-
emeritus of Harvard Church, Brookline.  His talk was based on the comparable ideals, problems and 
activities of the ministries of religion and music.  
 
Feb. 4, 1946 – Chapter meeting for Guild members only at the Mother Church, the First Church of Christ, 
Scientist.  A recital was given by E. Power Biggs, organist of Harvard Church, Brookline; by Ruth Barrett 
Arno, A.A.G.O., organist of the Mother Church; and by Robert Hall Collins, baritone soloist of the host 
church.  The numbers presented were:  
  
 Sonata in C minor     Julius Reubke 
 Variations on a Noel     Marcel Dupre 
  Mr. Biggs 
 Lord God of Abraham (Elijah)    Mendelssohn 
 Thy Faith Hath Saved Thee    Liddle 
 Blessed is the People that Know the Joyful Sound Parker 
  Mr. Collins 
 Fantasy on Concord     Thatcher 
 Communion      Purvis 
 Finale from First Symphony    Vierne 
  Mrs. Arno 
 
April 1, 1946 – Recital by William Self of All Saints’ Church, Worcester, at the Memorial Church, Harvard 
University, with works by Couperin, Titelouze, Bach, d’Aquin, Franck, Dupre, Widor, Vierne and Gigout. 
 
Dec. 17, 1945 – 166th Public Service at North Church, Congregational, Cambridge.  A program of 
Christmas music by the combined choirs of the North Church, William K. Provine, organist and 
choirmaster; and First Baptist Church, Medford, Edward H. Howard, organist and choirmaster, using 
music composed by Mark S. Dickey of Cambridge. 
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Apr. 7, 1946 – Service at the First Baptist Church, Newton Centre.  A performance of the “Messe 
Solenelle” of Gounod, sung in Latin by the choirs of that church and the First Church in Cambridge, 
Congregational. The “Song of Penitence” of Beethoven was sung at the Offertory by Gertrude Milburn, 
contralto.  Homer Whitford of the Cambridge church conducted and Gerald F. Frazee, organist of the 
host church at the organ. 
 
May 13, 1946 – Annual meeting at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Brookline.  The speaker was the Rector, 
the Rev. Frederic C. Lawrence whose subject was: “What music can do for a service, as a Minister hears 
it.” 
 
At an Executive Committee meeting early in September, 1946, at the home of Leslie A. Charlton, 
Treasurer, in Natick, the resignation of the newly-elected Secretary, Mrs. Eleanor Packard Jackson, was 
read and accepted. 58 Details of the Dupré concert were discussed. 
 
The recital by Maurice Dupré, the eminent organist of the Church of St. Sulpice, Paris, which was held in 
Emmanuel Church, Boston, on October 2, 1946, was undoubtedly the high spot of the regime of Dean 
Shaw. 
  

An unprecedented attendance of 1975 people filled the church and overflowed into the street. 
Over 400 people were turned away.  The Lindsey Chapel was opened and people were standing.  
M. Dupré’s program and performance exploited fully the resources of the large Casavant organ.  
The outstanding impression was of ongoing dominance, complete technic and great inventive 
ability as composer and improviser.59 

 
A Roll Call Meeting was held at the Second Church in Boston on November 18, 1946.  The Dean 
mentioned the founding of October 16th of the New Hampshire Chapter with 63 members, also the 
likelihood of a new Chapter in western Massachusetts.  It was voted to proceed with plans for the 
Chapter Spring Festival. 
 
Other events of the year included: 
 
Dec. 19, 1946 – Recital by Mary Crowley, A.A.G.O., at the Church of the Advent, Boston.  Music by 
Scheidt, Sweelinck, Bach, Franck, Dupré. 
 
Jan. 13, 1947 – Annual Dinner at First Baptist Church, Boston. 
 
Feb. 10, 1947 – 167th Public Service at the Church of St. John the Evangelist, Bowdoin Street, Boston.  
“…. The members were welcomed by the Rev. Granville Mercer Williams, S.S.J.E., Superior of the Cowley 
Fathers, who spoke of the aims and activities of the Guild in promoting the standards of church music.  
Everett Titcomb, organist and choirmaster of St. John’s for over thirty years is well-known for his choral 
and organ compositions and as one of the best exponents of Plainsong and Gregorian music.  His large 
choir showed real feeling for this type of music and sang with color and conviction.”60  The program was 
as follows: 

 
58 Minutes of the Executive meeting, Sept. 8, 1946. 
59 Minutes of the Secretary, Oct. 2, 1946. (The former Secretary, Miss Margaret Reade Martin, consented to serve 
a fourth year in that capacity.) 
60 Report of the Secretary, Feb. 10, 1947. 
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Antiphons:  Salve Regina (Sarum Processionals)  Mode I 
  Alma Mater Redemptoris   Mode V 
Motets:  Ave vera virginitas (Flemish School)  des Pres 
  Ave Verum Corpus (English)   Byrd 
  Velum temple (Roman)    Marc Antonio Ingegneri 
  Tanquam ad latronem (Spanish)   Vittoria 
Canticles: Nunc dimittis, Mode VII with faux-bourdons Snow 
  Te deum laudamus    Titcomb 
At Benediction: O Salutaris hostia    Mode VI 
  Hymn: Adoro te devote    Mode VI, arr. Guiglio Bas 
  Tantum Ergo     Spanish Plainsong 
  Adoremus in aeternum    Gregoro Allegri 
  Lauda te dominum    Gergoro Allegri 
Organ Prelude: Alleluia pashca nostra    Titcomb 
 (Harris S. Shaw, A.A.G.O.) 
Organ Postlude: Ave maris stella (Finale)   Dupré 
 (George Faxon, F.T.C.L.) 

 
Mar. 3, 1947 – Organ Recital at Eliot Church, Newton, by Samuel T. Walter, A.A.G.O., organist and 
director: 
 

The Heavens Declare the Glory of God    Marcello 
Ich ruf zü dir       Bach 
Vater unser in Himmelreich     Bach 
Prelude and Fugue in B minor     Bach 
Cantilena       McKinley 
Scherzo     ;   Snow 
Antiphon on Regina Coeli     Titcomb 
Antiphon of Regina Coeli (Ms.)     Walter 
Cantabile       Franck 
O Gott du frommer Gott     Karg-Elert 
Harmonies du soir      Karg-Elert 
Toccata from Fifth Symphony     Widor 
 

The outstanding event of Dean Shaw’s term of service was the Massachusetts Spring Festival held April 
14 and 15, 1947.  The Executive Committee, supplemented by special committees, had worked for three 
months to assure a fine program for members.  The events themselves proved worthwhile and a good 
attendance of 133 registered for the conclave.  Recitals were given by J. Donald DeLong at the Church of 
the Covenant; Norman L. Proulx at Old South Church; Grover Oberle at Emmanuel Church; Ruth Barrett 
Arno at the First Church of Christ, Scientist; Mary Crowley at the John Hays Hammond Museum in 
Gloucester; and by E. Power Biggs at Harvard Church, Brookline, assisted by two trumpeters from the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra.  Public services were held the two evenings of the convention, one at the 
First Church in Boston with a program of miscellaneous service music by the choir, conducted by William 
E. Zeuch, with guest organists George Faxon and Carl McKinley.  The other program was held at Harvard 
Church, Brookline, followed by the Guild banquet.  The first half of the program was devoted to music 
rendered by the Men’s choir of King’s Chapel, Boston, under the direction of Elwood Gaskill, organist 
and choirmaster; and the second section, by the choirs of the Second Church in Dorchester, 
Congregational, under the direction of Margaret Reade Martin, organist and director.  The King’s Chapel 
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choir closed the program with another group of numbers.  The Prelude was played by Eleanor Packard 
Jackson, organist of the First Baptist Church, Boston, and the Postlude was play by Harold F. Schwab, 
A.A.G.O. of the Newton Highlands Congregational Church. 
 
The annual meeting was held at Emmanuel Church, Boston, preceded a delightful recital of harpsichord 
music by Daniel Pinkham.  Dean-elect Gerald Frazee was introduced to the members following his 
election.  The final event of the season was a picnic outing at Serlo Hall, Methuen.  Arthur Howes, 
F.A.G.O., Director of the Organ Institute, demonstrated the organ and gave a brief history of it. 
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1944 Oct 9 Two Hundred Sixth Organ Recital 
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1945 Dec 17 One Hundred Sixty-Sixth Public Service 
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1946 Feb 4 Biggs Arno Collins Recital 
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1946 Apr 1 Two Hundred Eighth Organ Recital 
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1946 Oct 2 Marcel Dupré Organ Recital 
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1947 Feb 10 One Hundred Sixty-Seventh Public Service 
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1947 Mar 3 Two Hundred Eleventh Organ Recital 
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1947 Apr 14 168th Public Service 
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1947 Apr 15 Two Hundred Twelfth Organ Recital 
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1947 Apr 14 15 Spring Festival 
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Chapter XVI: The Deanship of Gerald Foster Frazee (1947-1949) 
 

Gerald Frazee became Dean of the Massachusetts Chapter on July 1, 1947, succeeding Harris Shaw.  He 
had served on the Executive Committee from 1932 to 1935 and again from 1938 to 1940.  The Chapter 
was fortunate to secure his services as Dean.  He was born in Wilmington, Massachusetts in 1896, 
graduated from the new England Conservatory of Music in 1916 and was a Navy bandsman in World 
War I.  Mr. Frazee has been organist and choirmaster in various suburban churches of Boston, and for a 
considerable period at Auburndale Congregational Church. In recent years he has been organist and 
choirmaster at the First Baptist Church, Newton Centre.  He succeeded Raymond Floyd at this church 
(former Treasurer of the New England Chapter of the Guild). Mr. Frazee was formerly the head of the 
music department at Dean Academy, Franklin, and is at present associated with the Frazee Organ 
Company of South Natick, Massachusetts. 

The first meeting of the 1947-1948 season was one that was largely attended, due in no small part to 
the announced collation to be given by the Seiler Company, well-known Boston caterer.  The evening of 
music, however, also justified the large turnout and everyone present enjoyed himself thoroughly.  The 
meeting was held in the church hall of the Eliot Church, Newton Corner.  The music of the evening was a 
demonstration of the facilities of the Baldwin electronic organ with a talk by A. Thorndike Luard of the 
Baldwin company.  Three members of the Chapter gave short programs on the instrument:  Margaret 
Reade Martin of the Second Church in Dorchester, Leo G. Brehm of Sacred Heart Church, Newton 
Centre, and Samuel T. Walter, organist of Eliot Church. In November a recital was given at All Saints’ 
Church, Belmont, by Velma Harden and Homer Whitford to demonstrate the newly-rebuilt Frazee organ 
in that church.  Edward Whittredge gave an interesting account of his experience at the Fred Waring 
summer school. 

A joint effort by the Guild and the Music Teachers’ National Association was held at the Memorial 
Church, Harvard University, on January 2, 1948, with a recital by E. Power Biggs, assisted by Roger 
Voisin, trumpeter, and the choir of King’s Chapel, Boston, Elwood Gaskill, conductor.  Other recitals 
given this year included a program given by three members of the Chapter on February 16, 1948 at 
North Church, Cambridge on the new 3-manual Aeolian-Skinner instrument.  William K. Provine, 
organist of North Church, was most cordial in allowing the members to try the instrument after the 
concert.  Selections were played by Edith Lang, Paul Akin, and Mr. Provine.  Marshall Bidwell, organist of 
the Carnegie Institute, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, gave a recital at First Church in Boston on April 14th to a 
large audience. In May, Earl Weidner, A.A.G.O. demonstrated the Wurlitzer Orgatron at the First Baptist 
Church, Newton Center. 

At the annual dinner in January, Arland A. Dirlam, church architect, spoke in general terms on the 
problems of chancel design, organ placement and organ chamber measurements and said that he hoped 
there would be more cooperation between church organists and architects.  In March, a program was 
given at the Wollaston Congregational Church, Quincy, by the choir of that church under the direction of 
Edward B. Whittredge, F.A.G.O., organist and director, preceded by a short recital by Willem Friso Frank.  
The annual meeting was held on May 10th at the Wellesley Congregational Church with a talk by Dr. J. 
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Burford Parry, pastor, who showed colored slides of “Pre- and Post-War England.” He should the 
destruction of churches and places of interest during the blitz, as well as pictures of Shakespeare’s home 
and other historical places as they looked before the war. 

The second year of Dean Frazee’s leadership saw a forum on the Guild examinations given at the Leyden 
Congregational Church, Brookline, with Dr. Norman Coke-Jephcott of New York’s Cathedral of St. John 
the Divine as the chief speaker.  John Hermann Loud told of the examinations in the early years and as 
they are today.  Elizabeth Papineau, one of the younger Associates of the Chapter, spoke on “Personal 
Reflections on Preparing for the Guild Examination.”  Harris Shaw spoke on the idea that more thorough 
study should be required before taking the tests.  Two test pieces for 1949 were played by Herbert 
Irvine and Samuel Walter. 

Sub-Dean Elwood E. Gaskill resigned that office because of his new duties as Registrar of the New 
England Conservatory of Music, and the Dean announced at the annual dinner on January 10, 1949, that 
Mrs. Ruth Barrett Arno, organist of the Christian Science Church, had accepted the appointment to fill 
the vacancy. 

It was undoubtedly due to Mr. Frazee’s efforts that the National Convention of 1950 came to Boston.  
He did a magnificent “selling-job” at the St. Louis Convention of 1948, and so it was no surprise when 
the convention was awarded to Boston by the National Council at Headquarters. 

Other events of the year included the 167th Public Service at the First Church in Cambridge by the choirs 
of Old Cambridge Baptist Church, Francis E. Hagar, organist and director; the Evangelical Covenant 
Mission Church, Elmer G. Westlund, organist and director; the North Church, Congregational, William K. 
Provine, organist and director; and the First Church in Cambridge, Homer Whitford, organist and 
director.  Preludes were played by Mrs. Helen Borngesser of Central Congregational Church, 
Newtonville; the Offertory by Mark S. Dickey; the Postlude by Joseph K. Burns, F.A.G.O. 

At Emmanuel Church on March 7, 1949, a fine recital was given by Alexander Schreiner of the Salt Lake 
City Tabernacle. “…he played with clarity, verve and astonishing aplomb in controlling the resources of 
the large organ. The program was one for a musician, making no concessions to a relaxed popular taste 
and was finely balanced.”61 

The contest for young organists was held in conjunction with the annual meeting in May at the First 
Baptist Church, Malden.  Participants included Jean B. Hersey, Dana Cottle Brown and Shirley Collins of 
Worcester.  The committee, headed by Harris Shaw62, chose Miss Hersey as the winner.  Edward W. 
Flint, curator of Serlo Hall, Methuen, spoke of the organ at the hall and the programs sponsored during 
the year there. Joseph Whiteford of the Aeolian-Skinner Company spoke briefly on the recent work of 
that company. 

 
61 Report of the Secretary (Marjorie Fay Johnson), Mar. 7, 1949. 
62 Repot of the Secretary (Marjorie Fay Johnson), May 16, 1949. 
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In June a picnic was held at the Groton School in Groton.  A large group of members of the Guild 
attended, traveling both by private car and chartered bus. A very interesting talk was given by Edward B. 
Gammons, organist and master of the Choristers in St. John’s Chapel, and selections on the 3-manual 
Aeolian-Skinner (Harrison) instrument were played by him and also by Dr. Edith Nobs of Berne, 
Switzerland. In late July, an Executive Committee meeting was held at Mrs. Arno’s home and convention 
plans discussed. Joseph S. Whiteford was appointed General Chairman of the convention with Mr. Biggs 
as Program Chairman. 
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1947 Oct 21 Eliot Church of Newton 
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1947 Nov 25 The Parish of All Saints’ Belmont 
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1948 Jan 2 Organ Recital  
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1948 Feb 16 Two Hundred Fourteenth Organ Recital 
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1948 Mar 8 Two Hundred Fifteenth Organ Recital 
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1948 Apr 14 Organ Recital Marshall Bidwell 
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1948 May 26 Two Hundred Seventeenth Organ Recital 
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1948 Nov 22 Forum On The Guild Examinations 
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1949 Jan 31 One Hundred Sixty-seventh Public Service 
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1949 Mar 7 Two Hundred Seventeenth Organ Recital 
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1949 Apr 25 One Hundred Sixty-eighth Public Service 
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1949 May 16 National Open Competition in Organ Playing Preliminary Contest 
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Chapter XVII: The Deanship of Ruth Barrett Arno/Phelps 
 

In January 1949, the Chapter was exceedingly fortunate to have available the services of Mrs. Walter M. 
Arno as successor to Sub-Dean Elwood Gaskill who had resigned.  Mrs. Arno had been active in the 
Chapter since coming to Boston in 1934 as the successor to Claude Saunier at the First Church of Christ, 
Scientist (The Mother Church). Mrs. Arno’s teachers in organ have been Lilian Carpenter, Lynnwood 
Farman, Ernest Mitchell and Fritz Heitmann. Her theoretical work has been with Clement Gale (harmony 
and counterpoint), Frederick Schlieder (improvisation), and Frank La Forge (accompanying).  She 
attended the Guilmant Organ School in New York and the American School of Music at Fontainebleau, 
France. She has given Town Hall recitals. Two of her collections of organ music entitle “the Sacred Hour 
at the Organ” have been published by Carl Fischer Company. 

That she is a sensitive musician and highly successful as organist of the Mother Church can be judged by 
her continuing tenure there, as a rotation of organists had usually been the practice in this and other 
churches of that denomination.  In March 1950, Mrs. Arno married Lawrence I. Phelps, organ architect 
and custodian of organs at the Mother Church. The new 4-manual Aeolian-Skinner instrument installed 
in June 1953 is the largest church organ in this country (235 ranks and over 147 speaking-stops).  It was 
designed by Mr. Phelps.  

During 1949-1950 when Mrs. Arno was Dean of the Massachusetts Chapter, Guild classes were started 
for the purpose of stimulating and promoting interest in the Guild examinations. During these years the 
classes were well-attended and the Choir Master examination was held for the first time in Boston. 63  
Also a joint meeting with the New England Choir Directors’ Guild was held on April 11, 1950.  Another 
“first” is the fact that Mrs. Arno was the first woman to become Dean of the Chapter. 

Few recitals per se were held during the 1949-1950 season, although Geraint Jones, the English organist, 
played a program at the Church of the Advent in February 1950. Several public services were held, 
making use of the capable choirs conducted by some Chapter members.  The first service was held at 
the Parkway Community Methodist Church in Milton on November 7, 1949 with the combined choirs of 
that church and the First Congregation Church of Milton uniting in a program largely consisting of 
contemporary music.  The choirs were conducted by Marshall Sumner Wilkins of the Congregational 
Church and the organ accompaniments were by Gale Hanson Harrison of the host church.  The Prelude 
was played by Dean Arno, the Offertory by Secretary Marjorie Fay Johnson and the Postlude by Harold F. 
Schwab, past-Secretary of the Chapter.  A delightful carol service was held at the Evangelical Covenant 
Church, North Cambridge in December with Elmer G. Westlund, organist and director, conducting. This 
is one of the finest non-professional choirs in the greater Boston with no solo voices.  Following the 
annual dinner at the Arlington Street Church, Boston, in January, the members head a fine rendition of 
two cantatas by the choir of the church led by John B. Woodworth, organist and choirmaster: 
Buxtehude’s “Rejoice, Beloved Christians” and Bach’s “Saviour of the Heathen, Come.” 

 
63 Samuel Walter was the first successful candidate. 
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An unusual event of the year was a trip to the factory of the Aeolian-Skinner Organ Company in 
Dorchester with over 125 in attendance.  The joint meeting with the Choir Guild was held at the Harvard 
Church, Brookline, on April 11, 1950, with a banquet preceding the concert by the Boston University 
Choral Art Society, conducted by Dr. H. Augustine Smith. The latter part of April a program of Gregorian 
chant was given at St. Paul’s Roman Catholic Church, Cambridge, under the direction of Sub-Dean 
Theodore Marier.  The choir sang the original melody before each organ number was played.  The music 
was notable in that is was sung by a small choir of ten men from the rear gallery, but the excellent 
acoustics of the edifice made it seem like a much larger group.  The program included: 

 
Prelude on the Kyrie        Frescobaldi 
Sanctus          Nibelle 
Agnus Dei         Mulet 
Dismissal Chant          
Benedicamus Domino        Weitz 
Carillon on “Puer natus est”       Nibelle 
“Crucifixion” from Passion Symphony, Stabat Mater    Dupre 
Spiritus Domini (Introit of the Mass of Pentecost) 
Dextera Domini (Offertory for Holy Thursday) 
Ave Maria (Offertory for the 4th Sunday in Advent) 
  

Mrs. Phelps’ regime as Dean was outstanding in that the 20th National Convention of the Guild was held 
in Boston in June 1950 under her leadership.  E. Power Biggs served as Program Chairman for the 
Convention.  High praise has been given the Chapter by President S. Lewis Elmer, the National Council, 
and by many who attended the event (1,141 persons were registered) for the smooth scheduling of 
events and the outstanding programs of the five-day jamboree. Certain it is that all who came to the 
Convention will always have pleasant memories of that week, and that is possibly the highest tribute 
that can be expressed for such a fine convention.  It was a success socially, musically and financially.  The 
report of the Convention that appeared in the July 1950 issue of the nation magazine of the Guild, “The 
Diapason,” is herewith appended.64  

The first event of the 1950-1951 season was a recital given by Dr. Fritz Heitmann, organist of the Dom, 
Berlin, Germany, on September 25, 1950 at the Church of the Advent, Boston.  Dr. Heitmann play the 
entire Catechism of Bach, as well as the Prelude and Fugue (St. Anne) in E flat.  In November, Dr. Alfred 
Greenfield, conductor of the Oratorio Society of New York, spoke to the members on “Messiah” and 
conducted them in a rehearsal of certain portions of the work from the newly published Coopersmith 
edition. 

The first “Composer’s Night” was instituted in January, 1951 in conjunction with the annual dinner and 
works by various Chapter members was performed. Miss Edith Lang had suggested such an event over 
twenty years previous, but it had never been acted on favorably until this time.  It was appropriate, 

 
64 Due to the size of the report and the fragility of the paper, the Convention report from “The Diapason” magazine 
has been added to the Appendix of this transcription. 
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therefore, that she was asked to serve as master of ceremonies for the program, following the dinner. 
Selections by Homer Whitford, Miss Lang, Mark Dickey and Edith Stearns were performed, the most 
unusual being Miss Lang’s “Three Divertimenti in Canon Form” for two recorder-flutes. 

The “First Symphony Hall Concert” was held on February 26, 1951, with a recital by Claire Coci of New 
York and the Chorus Pro Musica of Boston, Alfred Nash Patterson, conductor.  The choral group sang 
Dupre’s “De Profundis, Psalm 130.”  Miss Coci played several Bach numbers, the Liszt “Ad nos, ad 
Salutarem undam,” and two numbers from Dupre’s “Passion Symphony.”  In addition, in the middle of 
the program, an hour’s broadcast by the Boston “Pops” Orchestra was featured, with the Vivaldi-Bach 
“Concerto in A-minor” performed by Miss Coci.  It was undoubtably the longest Guild program ever 
presented by the Chapter, concluding after 11:30 p.m.  Just to make things interesting the organ blew a 
fuse early in the evening (on the next-to-the-last chord of the Liszt number), and other untoward events 
occurred to lighten the program. 65  

A fine Guild service was held in the new Daniel L. March Chapel of Boston University on March 5, 1951, 
with a program given by the B.U. Seminary Singers, Dr. James Russell Houghton, conductor, with the 
chapel organist, Samuel Walter, at the console.  A joint meeting with the Choir Directors’ Guild was held 
in April at the First Church in Cambridge, featuring a banquet and a rhythmic dance group from Hanover, 
New Hampshire.  The young organists’ contest was held at the Church of the Advent in May, followed by 
the annual meeting in Mosely Hall.  The contestants included George Butler, Dana Cottle Brown, Lynda 
Copeland, Virginia Ring, Alan Walker and Ilo Elizabeth Allen.  The judges (Sub-Dean Marier acting as 
chairman) pronounced Mr. Butler as the winner with Mr. Walker receiving honorable mention. 

 

  

 
65 See report of the Registrar (H. Winthrop Martin), “The Diapason,” April 1, 1951. 
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1949 Nov 7 One Hundred Sixty-Eighth Public Service 
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1949 Nov 14 Concert By The Boston Symphony Orchestra 
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1949 Dec 20 Christmas Candlelight Carol Service 
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1950 Jun 19 A Choral Service Trinity Church 
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1950 Jun 20 A Program of Modern Music 
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1950 Jun 20 King’s Chapel
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1950 Jun 22 A Bach Service 
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1950 Sep 25 Bach Memorial Concert
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1951 Feb 26 Symphony Hall Concert 
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1951 Mar 5 One Hundred Seventy-First Public Service 
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1951 May 7 AGO National Open Competition in Organ Playing Preliminaries 
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Chapter XVIII: The Deanship of Theodore Normand Marier (1951-
1952) 
 

Theodore Marier, F.A.G.O., Ch.M., served two terms as Sub-Dean of the Massachusetts Chapter, 
succeeding to the Deanship on July 1, 1951. He was born in Fall River in October 1912.  He was educated 
at Boston College (A.B., 1934) and Harvard University (M.A. in music, 1940).  He served as director of 
music at Boston College from 1937 to 1942 and has been organist and choirmaster at St. Paul’s Roman 
Catholic Church, Harvard Square, Cambridge, since 1934.  For several years he served as conductor of 
the Schola Cantorum Society of the Archdiocese of Boston.  He has been church editor for a number of 
years for the McLaughlin & Reilly Company, music publishers in Boston, and is still active in that 
capacity.  He is on the summer-school faculty of the Pius X School of Liturgical Music in New York. 

The Chapter Bulletin was commenced under Dean Marier’s leadership in September 1951, with David 
Ashley Cotton serving as Editor.  Announcements of all the Guild events for the coming month are 
included as well as many notices of musical services by members of the Chapter.  This bulletin is now an 
integral part of the Chapter’s service to its members. 

Guild events held during 1951 – 1952 were: 

Oct. 15, 1951 – First Baptist Church, Boston – Talk by Alfred Nash Patterson, conductor of the Chorus 
Pro Musica, and organist and choirmaster of the Church of the Advent, Boston. Mr. Patterson conducted 
the members in a rehearsal of portions of the Brahms’ Requiem using the technics he has acquired with 
Robert Shaw and others. 

Dec. 10, 1951 – Marsh Chapel, Boston University – Program of choral works and organ numbers for the 
Guild examinations performed by a choir conducted by Samuel Walter, professor of organ and chapel 
organist of the university, accompanied by H. Winthrop Martin, organist and director of music at the 
Wellesley Congregational Church.  The solo organ numbers were played by Herbert J. Irvine, A.A.G.O., 
organist of the Eliot Church in Newton. 

Jan. 21, 1952 – St. Ignatius’ Church, Chestnut Hill – Service using polyphonic music for the Catholic 
Choirmaster Examination, sung by the men and boys of the Church of the Holy Name, West Roxbury, 
Francis J. Mahler, organist and choirmaster.  Plainchants sung by the Gregorian chant Schola Cantorum 
of St. Paul’s Church, Cambridge, Theodore Marier, F.A.G.O., Ch.M., organist and choirmaster. 

A featured recitalist of the year was Virgil Fox of the Riverside Church, New York City, who gave a varied 
program at Symphony Hall, Boston, on February 5, 1952, to a near-capacity house.  He was 
enthusiastically received and showed off the organ to great advantage … even the tremolo was used!  , 
Grover J. Oberle, Sub-Dean, played a program on the new Wicks instrument at the Boston Conservatory 
of Music in March, and the annual Composer’s Night was held at the First Church in Cambridge on April 
21st.  Numbers written by a large number of Guild members were performed, both in the church 
sanctuary, and later, in the parish house auditorium: 
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 Samuel Walter     Homer Whitford 
 Paul Guiliana     Homer Humphrey 
 Frances Farrell     Carl McKinley 
 Edith Lang     Anthony Cirella 
 Clara Fenton     Mark Dickey 
 

A recital was given by George Butler, Regional Contest Winner, at Old South Church, following the 
annual meeting on May 19, 1952.  At this meeting special Guild pins were presented to all living past-
Deans of the Chapter as a memento of their deanship.  The pin was in the form of a fraternity key, 
affixed to a tie-clip and chain for men, with a specially-designed pin for Mrs. Phelps.  Retiring Dean 
Theodore Marier was also present with a similar pin by Sub-Dean Grover Oberle.  All living past-Deans 
were present except William E. Zeuch (1936-1937).  Those present at the head-table included: 

 John Hermann Loud F.A.G.O.   (1922-1926) 
 Homer Pasco Whitford F.A.G.O.  (1937-1939) 
 Homer Corliss Humphrey  (1939-1942) 
 Harris Stackpole Shaw A.A.G.O.  (1944-1947) 
 Gerald Foster Frazee   (1947-1949) 
 Ruth Barrett Phelps, A.A.G.O.  (1949-1951) 
 

On May 26, Jean Langlais, organist at Ste. Clotilde, Paris, played a fine program at Church of the Advent, 
Boston, using these selections: 

 Prelude in E flat      Bach 
 Benedictus      Couperin 
 Dialogue      deGrigny 
 Allegro vivace (Symphony I)    Vierne 
 Chorale Prelude on Domine Jesu   Demessieux 
  Berceuse      Demessieux 
 Prelude from Suite Francaise    Langlais 
 In Quiet Joy      Langlais 
 Theme and Variations from Hommage á Frescobaldi Langlais 
 Postlude No. 2      Langlais 
 Symphony on improvised themes   Langlais 
 
In June a picnic was held at Serlo Organ Hall, Methuen, preceded by a recital by Ivar L. Sjöström, organist 
and director of the Second Church in Newton (Congregational), West Newton. 
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1951 Nov 26 Recital of Organ Music by Mary Crowley Vivian 
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1951 Dec 10 Public Service Using Music for the Guild Test Pieces 
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1952 Jan 21 Music Required for the 1952 Guild Examinations 
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1952 Feb 5 Virgil Fox at Boston Symphony Hall 
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1952 March 17 Dedicatory Recital Boston Conservatory Auditorium Organ 
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1952 Apr 21 Composers’ Night  
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1952 May 19 Organ Recital by George M. Butler Jr. 
Winner of New England Regional Finals in National Open Competition in Organ Playing 
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1952 Jun 7 Organ Recital Ivar Sjöström 
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Chapter XIX: The Deanship of Grover John Oberle (1952-1954) 
 
Grover J. Oberle, F.A.G.O, Ch.M., succeeded to the Deanship of the Boston Chapter on July 1, 1952. He 
was born December 5, 1913; was a boy chorister at St. Thomas’ Church Choir in his youth; studied organ 
with Dr. T. Tertius Noble, the renowned organist of the church.  During World War II Mr. Oberle served 
in the U.S. Navy as Chief Specialist and was stationed at the US. Naval Reserve’s Midshipmen’s School in 
New York City.  At this time he became assist organist to Dr. Noble at St. Thomas’. Later he served as 
organist and choirmaster of St. John’s Episcopal Church, Washington, D.C., coming to Boston in 1946 as 
organist and choirmaster of Emmanuel Church.  His predecessors at this church were among the most 
eminent in the organ world:  Lynnwood Farnam (1913-1918) and Albert W. Snow (1918-1938).  His 
immediate predecessor was Dr. Thompson Stone (1938-1945) with a brief interim period by William 
Strickland (1945-1946).  While in New York, Mr. Oberle served as a member of the National Council of 
the Guild at Headquarters and thus was well-equipped to guide the destinies of the Boston Chapter of 
the Guild. 

One of the largest-attended recitals in years was held at the First Church of Christ, Scientist, on October 
20, 1952, with Dr. Fritz Heitmann of Berlin as the organist.  Over 800 people were present, admitted 
either by ticket or their Guild membership card. 

William A. Little (A.B., Tufts College), a member of the Executive Committee, was elected Registrar at a 
meeting of the committee early in September to succeed H. Winthrop Martin, now organist and 
choirmaster of St. Joh’s Episcopal church in the Village, New York City, and a student at Union 
Theological Seminary.  Fr. Peter Blynn, curate of the Church of the Advent, Boston, was elected to be the 
first Chaplain of the Chapter.  The Guild organization in Boston Officially became “The Boston Chapter” 
on July 1, 1952, having had two other names in its lifetime, “New England Chapter” and “Massachusetts 
Chapter.”  A fine set of new Chapter by-laws was voted into effect at the annual meeting in May 1953. 

Events of the 1952 – 1953 season included: 

Nov. 17, 1952 – Service of Choral Evensong – Emmanuel Church, Boston.  Music sung by the choir of 
Emmanuel Church, conduct by Dean Grover Oberle.  An address was given by the Guild Chaplain, Fr. 
Peter Blynn, on “Church Music.”  The Prelude was played by George H. Faxon, F.T.C.L., organist and 
choirmaster of St. Paul’s Cathedral, Boston, and Sub-Dean of the Chapter.  The Postlude was played by 
Samuel Walter, A.A.G.O., Ch.M., organist of Boston University. 

Dec. 15, 1952 – Lecture demonstration in Leslie Lindsey Memorial Chapel, Emmanuel Church, by Edward 
B. Gammons.  

Jan. 5, 1953 – Twelfth Night Celebration and Banquet at the rooms of the Harvard Musical Association, 
57-A Chestnut Street. (The first time the Guild has met there in sixteen years.) 

Mar. 2, 1953 – Recital by Jeanne Demessieux, talented French organist, at Symphony Hall. 

Apr. 7 & 8, 1953 – Regional Convention for Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut. 
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May 18, 1953 – Annual meeting at the rooms of the Harvard Musical Association.  Marshal Sumner 
Wilkins, A.B., (Harvard University) elected as Registrar succeeding William A. Little, now in U.S. Army.  
The Guild by-laws prepared by the special committee were adopted with amendments from the floor. 

 

The 1953- 1954 season brought these events: 

Nov., 1953 – Recital by André Marchal at the French church in North Cambridge. 

Dec. 1, 1953 – Joint meeting with the New England Choir Directors’ Guild at Old South Church.  
Composer’s night with music written chiefly by Chapter members being used exclusively. 

Jan. 4, 1954 – Twelfth Night Party at the 20th Century Club. 

Feb. 8, 1954, Demonstration High Mass at St. Paul’s Church, Cambridge.  Men and boys’ choir conducted 
by Theodore Marier, F.A.G.O., Ch. M., organist and choirmaster. 

Mar. 27, 1954 – Recital by Jean Langlais at Symphony Hall, arranged by Most Rev. Eric V. MacKenzie, 
chairman, Music Commission of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Boston.  Performance of a Mass by 
M. Langlais sung by a chorus of Guild members and friends. 

Beginning February 9th, each Tuesday a recital is given at Emmanuel Church, broadcast over station 
WERS.  Those taking part this season include: Samuel Walter, George Faxon, Jean Young, Theodore 
Marier, Ivar Sjöström, H. Trall Heitzenrater, Max Miller and George Butler.  In April a series of Monday 
night Guild programs will take place in the peripheral areas of Boston. 
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1952 Oct 20 Organ Recital Fritz Heitmann 
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1953 April 19, 20, 21 AGO Regional Convention 
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199 
 

Chapter XX: Guild Expansion in New England 
 

Over the years since the New England Chapter was first organized in 1905, it has had notable growth in 
many areas. 

On January 8, 1919, the Main Branch was formed in Alfred Brinkler’s studio on Portland.  He served as 
the first Regent of the group before it became a full-fledged chapter  It is interest to note that Dr. 
Brinker is the only living member of that first group of founders of the New England Chapter that met in 
Everett Truett’s studio to organize the second Guild Chapter in the country.  He has served for many 
years as organist and choirmaster at St. Luke’s Episcopal Cathedral in Portland and also as official 
organist for the city of Portland at its renowned Kotzschmar Memorial Organ in the Municipal 
Auditorium, succeeding Will C. Macfarlane.  He retired from both positions in 1952 and is now devoting 
his time to leisure, in addition to serving as Regional Chairman of the Guild for Maine, New Hampshire 
and Vermont.  Bowdoin College has conferred on him the honorary degree of Doctor of Music.  In 1935, 
the Guild absorbed the National Association of Organists and the Portland Branch became the Maine 
Chapter. 

A Guild group was started in Providence about the same time that Portland organized its branch, but its 
life was short.  The New England Chapter in Boston continued to hold services occasionally in 
Providence. In 1933, the interest had multiplied sufficiently so that the Rhode Island Chapter was 
organized. 

By 1933 it became evident that the question of expansion into other sections might be taken into 
consideration.  At a meeting of the Executive Committee on March 6th of that year the matter was 
discussed. 

A fictitious conversation between Dr. Macdougall  and the Warden on the subject (contained in 
a letter from Dr. Macdougall) pointed out that extension of the Guild organization was a 
province of Headquarters and that such a reorganization of the activities in New England would 
necessitate some change of name of the present New England Chapter.  It was voted that the 
Dean write to representative chapter members in possible centers of activity through the 
section and sound them out as to the likelihood of one plan or the other proving valuable.66 

  
In April of that year a letter was received from Homer Whitford of Dartmouth College stating his idea of 
the desirability of more chapters in New England.  No action was taken on it, however.  In Mary, 1933, 
there weas a discussion of the best way to make the Guild useful to organists not located near Boston, 
and a proposal was brought out to divide the New England territory in several smaller groups, either as 
new chapters or as branch chapters.  Recitals in a greater variety of cities was proposed and also the 
possibility of having “outlying organists” play in recital in Boston was debated. 

 
66 Minutes of the Executive Committee, March 6, 1933. 
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By September the subject was pressed by Headquarters which was in favor of splitting the New England 
territory into several independent chapters.  “It was suggested that Mr. Doersam (the Warden) be asked 
to go to these centers and attempt the organization of those chapters, upon the assumption that any 
move from officers of the New England chapter would not be well-received.”67  Warden Doersam was 
reported as desirous of arousing interest in a Guild group in Providence, Rhode Island.  By December a 
northern New England Chapter was on its way with a meeting arranged for Dartmouth the coming 
February.  The Vermont-New Hampshire Chapter was organized May 28, 1934 under the leadership of 
Mr. Whitford.  The Rhode Island Chapter had come into existence the previous December.68 

The question of changing the name of the New England Chapter was reported under discussion in 
September 1937 and at a board meeting in October a letter was read from the Warden giving full 
authority to change the Chapter title.  “It was moved that a letter be prepared for Chapter members 
laying the question of change of name before them for their consideration.”69  At the annual dinner held 
at the Myles Standish Hotel in January, 1938, the question was brought up.  Sub-Dean Homer Humphrey 
moved that the name be changed to the “Massachusetts Chapter.”  A very brief discussion was held and 
a rising vote was taken with the motion carried by a large majority. 

In March, 1939, a petition was received from several organists in Worcester asking for permission to 
form a branch in that city.  Evidently it was granted even though the minutes do not report it, for in 
October, at the first Executive meeting of the Chapter, it was voted “ … not to give aid to the Worcester 
Branch financially … but that if they have any events themselves they should be allowed to keep 
revenues provided they assume their own expenses.”70 Later that month there was a discussion of the 
status of the Worcester Branch and the possibility of disbanding it and having the members affiliate with 
the Massachusetts Chapter in Boston.  No action was taken.  The next report of Worcester comes in 
December, 1941, when a letter was read from Headquarters suggesting re-formation of the Worcester 
Chapter.  Sentiment was definitely against it although the possibility of a branch in Springfield was 
discussed. 

On September 28, 1948, past-Dean Harris S. Shaw of the Massachusetts Chapter (1944-1947) was 
appointed Regional Chairman for the lower half of New England, with authority to promote new Guild 
groups in Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut.  That his activities have borne fruit is evident in 
the amazing growth of Guild chapters that has been made under his leadership.  In addition to the 
“mother chapter” in Boston, five excellent chapters have been started in other communities in the state. 
Mr. Shaw has been largely responsible for the encouragement of the local organists to commence these 
Guild chapters.  The Worcester Chapter was again organized on March 14, 1949 with Frederick Kinsley, 
F.T.C.L., organist and director at the Wesley Methodist Church, Worcester, as Dean.  In November 1951 
a Regional Convention for the tri-state area of lower New England was held in that city.  The other 
Massachusetts chapters include: 

 
67 Minutes of the Executive Committee, Sept. 18, 1933. 
68 Rhode Island Chapter organized, Dec. 11, 1933. 
69 Minutes of the Executive Committee, Oct. 25, 1937. 
70 Minutes of the Executive Committee, Oct. 2, 1939. 
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Springfield Chapter, organized November 6, 1946 
Berkshire Chapter (Pittsfield), organized May 15, 1947 
Brockton Chapter, organized September 25, 1949 
Cape Cod Chapter (Hyannis), organized September 22, 1951 

 

In addition, Mr. Shaw lent encouragement and advice to the members in Manchester, New Hampshire 
when they sought to organize the New Hampshire group in October 1946. 

Because many new chapters had been formed in the state since 1938, the subject of again changing the 
Chapter name to a more suitable was brought up in the Executive Committee of the Massachusetts 
Chapter on April 13, 1951.  Notice was given to the general membership that the matter would be voted 
upon at the annual meeting in May.71 

On May 7, 1951, at the annual meeting, Dean Ruth Barrett Phelps reported that “ … it was the opinion of 
many members that the name should be changed, inasmuch as there are now four other Chapters 
besides our own in the state.” Discussion ensued with several members participating.  It was moved that 
the name be change to “Greater Boston Chapter,” but this motion was lost.  Proposed titles of “Old 
Colony Chapter” and “The Hub Chapter” were brought up but no motions made.  Past-Dean Homer 
Humphrey (1939-1942) then moved that the name be changed to “Boston Chapter,” with the Registrar 
seconding this motion.  A standing vote was called for with the motion being rejected by a vote of: 

YES – 20 ;      NO – 27 

An amusing sidelight of this was that Mr. Phelps voted against the motion, while Mrs. Phelps voted in 
favor of it. 

At the Executive Committee meeting on April 21, 1952, there was considerable discussion as to whether 
or not a question concerning the change of name should be included on the ballot for the annual 
meeting. At an adjourned session of the committee, following the evening program, it was moved that 
the following be inserted into the ballot: 

“The Executive Committee requests that you vote on the following: 
QUESTION: Shall the name of the Massachusetts Chapter be changed to “Boston 
Chapter,” effective July 1, 1952?” 

 

At the annual meeting held May 19, 1952, the result of the vote on this question was: 

YES – 71 
NO – 32 
BLANKS - 1 

 
71 Dean Phelps read a tentative letter to be sent to the members before the Annual Meeting. It was moved and 
seconded that the Committee recommend that the name of the Chapter be changed from “Massachusetts” to 
“Greater Boston.” This recommendation is to be mentioned in the letter so that the member may have time to 
consider the proposal. 
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After many years of agitation and discussion the Chapter name was finally changed to the name most 
accurately describing its major scope of activity: “Boston Chapter.”  It is unlikely that there will ever be a 
need of amending it as the new title pretty accurately describes the area it serves.  Any Guild member 
may join another Chapter by the method of dual-membership provision of the By-laws, so any member 
in any section of the state may affiliate with the Boston group if he chooses. 



Chapter XXI: Movie Music Played by Organists 
 

In the twenties it was in style for members of the profession to play for the movies.  The most 
outstanding member of the Chapter who served as organist in this capacity was Miss Edith Lang, 
organist at the Exeter Theatre and the Boston City Club.  At a social meeting in March, 1921, Miss Lang 
gave an address on “The Organ in the Movies.”  The Secretary’s report of her talk says: 

Scarcely anyone is better qualified to discourse upon that subject than Miss Lang, and her grasp 
of the subject was impressive.  Her paper was for the most part an enumeration of the 
qualifications which movie organists must have to ensure success at that game, and they are 
indeed many, and detailed mention of the music most desirable.  Her paper was so interesting 
that she had finished apparently before those present fully realized it.72 

 

At the annual Chapter dinner in February, 1926,  Warden Frank L. Sealy spoke to the members and said:  
“  … I believe the Guild must take cognizance of the fact that the future progress and advancement of 
the art of organ playing rests in the hands of the excellently-schooled organists of the theatres.” 73  He 
recommended that organists that organists enter this field of effort as the “… emolument for services is 
greatly superior to that obtained from the churches.”74  He was followed by Messrs. Macdougall, 
Truette, and Clemson, who were in agreement that the day of the “deification of the legato touch” and 
the “smudge” had passed to be supplanted by clear, rhythmical playing. 

At the first social meeting of the 1928 – 1929 season, Lloyd G. Del Castillo spoke on movie music and 
prefaced his organ accompaniments of some motion pictures with brief remarks wherein he expressed 
himself as favoring for theatre uses the unified organ in preference to the “straight” instrument because 
of its greater flexibility and because of its practicality. He said: 

It is more convenient and more comfortable, matters that deserve consideration when an 
organist is called on to play several hours at a stretch. A literature rich in orchestral color has 
already been evolved and developed to vast size and this literature is quite unlike that organ 
music used in church.  

 
“Mr. del Castillo accompanied a newsreel that pictured sailors, soldiers, rustic scenes, a forest fire, and 
other episodes.  Although organists have cue sheets in this type of work, Mr. del Castillo seems to have 
abandoned all such artifices and improvised without restraint.  It can be left as an open question 
whether organ music as played for films after the manner of the evening’s entertainment would be 
considered intrinsically artistic apart from the films or not.  Evidently the two art-forms must more or 
less be blended into a single concept in order to be successful.”75 
 

 
72 Report of the Secretary (Mr. Loud), March 28, 1928. 
73 Address by Warden Sealy, Feb. 15, 1926. 
74 Ibid. 
75 Report of the Secretary (S. Harrison Lovewell), November 26, 1928. 
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Dean Marshall, in his annual report of 1929, said: “ … theatre music is a professional occupation for 
organists today and approaches, if it does not exceed in importance, church organ playing.” 
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Chapter XXII: Ethics 
 

At a Chapter Executive Committee meeting in March 1941, a letter was read from Headquarters 
regarding the local chapters keeping a record of complaints about malpractice, unfair treatment of 
organists or of the clergy.  It was voted to bring the matter before the annual meeting in May.  It was 
suggested that before any action could be taken by the Chapter, inquiry be made as to what action 
would be taken by the New York Committee on Ethics in case of such complaints.  At the annual 
meeting, May 12, 1941, it was moved that the Executive Committee act as repository of any information 
regarding unethical practices in the Chapter and forward them to New York.76 

 

  

 
76 Copy of the Code of Ethics as formulated by the New York Committee appears on the following page. 
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1938 Jan 31 Study of Playing of Special Services by the Organist and Use of the 
Organ by Unauthorized Persons 
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1941 May 2 Code of Ethics 
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Appendix 
Report on the 1950 A.G.O. National Convention in Boston from “The Diapason 
Magazine” July 1, 1950 
 

This is a transcription of the reporting in “The Diapason” of the 1950 Convention.  “The Diapason” was 
the official magazine of the American Guild of Organists at the time. 

 

The DIAPASON 

July 1, 1950 

BOSTON DRAWS 1,141 TO A.G.O. CONVENTION 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

ALL RECORDS ARE BROKEN 

------------------------------------ 

Five Days and Nights Filled with Recitals, Services, Orchestra Concert and Other Events – Crowds Tax 
Buildings 

---------- 

Organists from every part of the country descended upon Boston more than a thousand strong the week 
of June 19 to attend the largest convention of their clan ever to be held, so far as records show.  A total 
of 1,141 members of the American Guild of Organists and other visitors were registered at the twentieth 
national gathering of the organization.  Five days and nights were filled with a series of events that had 
been arranged by the Massachusetts Chapter, including a forfeit of recital programs, services, papers 
and a great banquet. 
 
Every building in which a program was presented was jammed to the last seat throughout the week and 
hundreds were unable to gain entrance at the service in Trinity Church, while for the Boston “Pops” 
concert in honor or the Guild the house was sold out and for Dr. Fritz Heitmann’s recital on the famous 
Boston Music Hall organ now in Methuen, is was necessary to have the patient artist play his program 
twice so that all might hear him once.  There were some noteworthy thrills at several of the recitals and 
in quality as well as the size the events deserved comment in superlatives. 
 
All the proceedings of the week were carried out like clockwork, and even the weather man was 
cooperative, all except the last day being comfortably cool. 
 
Opens with Evening Service 
 
In view of the religious background of the A.G.O., it was fitting that the first event of the convention 
should be a church service.  Famous Trinity Church was filled for the evensong Monday at which Francis 
W. Snow, Mus.D., presented his choir of men and boys in a program of service music of great beauty. 
Nearly all of the visiting organists were impressed by the rarely fine quality of the boys’ voices.  The Rev. 
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Theodore P. Ferris, D.D., rector of Trinity, welcomed the Guild cordially.  Dr. Carl K. McKinley played a 
Prelude and Arioso by Sowerby as the prelude.  The postlude, the only other organ number, was the 
Prelude in E minor by Bach, played by George Faxon.  Mr. Snow’s Magnificat was followed by three 
classical motets, by Handl, Tallis and Vittoria, and three contemporary motets, by Willan, Titcomb and 
Snow.  These offerings proved what could be done with a boy choir of excellence.  Dr. Snow made a 
brief address on boy choirs. [Dr. Snow’s paper will be published in a future issue of “The Diapason”.] 
 
Recital by Virgil Fox 
 
Since it was evidently desired to give the convention recitals a brilliant beginning, Virgil Fox was selected 
to give the first one of the week.  With the large Casavant organ in Emmanuel Church under his hand 
and feet Mr. Fox had an adequate vehicle for another demonstration of his talents.  With a dynamic 
personality Mr. Fox combines the technical facility of a virtuoso and so wherever the organist of the 
Riverside Church in New York appears, from coast to coast, something far beyond the ordinary is 
expected.  The church was jammed for the occasion and many had to stand. 
 
In his recitals this season Mr. Fox has made Erik Satie’s “Messe de Pauvres” his opening number and this 
time he had the cooperation of Grover J. Oberle,  F.A.G.O., and his choir in making this an effective 
number in which soloists in the rear gallery did much to enhance the impressiveness of the work.  To 
follow this with the Bach “Fugue a la Gigue” created a pronounced contrast.  The Schumann Canon in B 
minor was nothing new to this audience. Florent Schmitt’s Prelude, Op. 11, was a piece of lovely moods.  
The Healy Willan Introduction, Passacaglia and Fugue is a work of overwhelming proportions. 
 
The remainder of an hour and a half included Bach’s Sixth Sonata, two well-known chorale preludes by 
Vaughan Williams, and the Bach “Come, Sweet Death” and Prelude and Fugue in G major.  One of Mr. 
Fox’s stunts, if it may be called that, is to have the congregation sing a hymn, and the great audience 
and the organ gave one something to remember in the singing of “Hyfrydol” while playing “Come, Sweet 
Death” as played by this organist is something that one might wish Bach could hear.  
 
Unionization Is Discussed 
 
The convention was opened officially in the Copley Plaza Hotel on Tuesday morning by Joseph S. 
Whiteford, chairman of the convention committee, who introduced John B. Brown, the city’s official 
greeter; Ruth Barrett Phelps, A.A.G.O, dean of the Massachusetts Chapter, and S. Lewis Elmer, A.A.G.O., 
president of the A.G.O.  Mr. Elmer directed attention to the fact that this was the largest convention 
ever held by the Guild. 
 
The first of the “information and discussion” sessions came next, with William H. Barnes, Mus.D., as 
chairman.  This developed into a discussion of the status of the organist and the organ recital and the 
question whether the organ profession would be benefited by affiliation with the musicians’ union.  
Rudolph Elis, music critic of the Boston Herald, was the first speaker.  He quoted from his recent articles, 
reprinted the “The Diapason” and made the subject of editorial comment.  His emphasis was on the 
neglect of the organist and he point out a few of the possible causes.  He lamented the fact that the 
average musician appreciated all forms of music excepts organ and chamber music. 
 
“We are all missing a tremendous amount of musical enjoyment,” he declared, because of this 
condition.  “The people today do not know the organ,” he said.  To the practice of making orchestra 
arrangements of some of Bach’s works he referred in plain terms, calling the results “frightful.” 
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Harold Gleason of the Eastman School of Music delivered a very interesting and thought-provoking talk, 
beginning by referring to the organist’s profession as a very noble one and regretting that too often the 
organist is too yielding and does on stand on his rights against the “lady in the church who knows what 
she likes and likes what she knows,” and does not know much, and against those who will accept a 
meager fee for playing at a wedding while hundreds of dollars are spent for flowers.  The organist, he 
asserted, must learn to say “no.”  He went into the subject of unionization at some length, pointing out 
its disadvantages. 
 
Edward A. Grossman of St Louis, who spoke from the standpoint of a business man as well as a church 
organist, took up various questions that would have to be considered in reaching the decision to 
organize a union and made it plain that after all the organist’s work is part of worship and that the idea 
of adopting labor methods, such as picketing and other evils, has no place in this profession. 
 
Organ and Harp Program 
 
Dr. Alexander McCurdy, head of the organ department at the Curtis Institute in Philadelphia and at the 
Westminster Choir College, and his talented wife, the harpist, gave variety to the week with their 
program of organ and harp selections.  Dr. McCurdy made use of three organs on exhibition in the 
ballroom.  These were the Aeolian-Skinner classic instrument, the Wicks organ and the Möller “Artiste.” 
The ensemble selections were two dances – “Sacre” and “Profane” – by Debussy and Introduction and 
Allegro by Ravel, the closing number.  Dr. McCurdy’s organ selections consisted of five chorale preludes, 
the Cathedral Prelude and Fugue and the Vivace from the Second Trio-Sonata, all by Bach.   
 
Early Day Music in King’s Chapel 
 
The next event in a crowded day was a visit to historic King’s Chapel. Where Charles Brandon of 
Schenectady, N.Y., a blind organist, provided the organ selections – the Bach Dorian Toccata and two 
chorale preludes and the Vierne “Carillon.”  In keeping with the colonial setting in King’s Chapel the 
Yankee Choristers, conducted by Oliver Daniel of the Columbia Broadcasting System, sang a program of 
music of colonial America which gave the organists present an accurate picture of the musical offerings 
of the 1770s as they sat in the pews once occupied by George Washington and other great men of those 
days.  There were four anthems by William Billings, who was born in 1746, including “Lamentation over 
Boston” and a tear-producing number entitled “Fare You Well, My Friends”; three “Downeast” spirituals 
by Jacob Kimball, who was born in 1761; four choruses from “The Harmony of Maine” by Supply Belcher, 
of which “Set Down That Glass” and “No Brandy Will We Take” gave evidence that there was a liquor 
problem in the eighteenth century as well as in the twentieth; four other anthems by Billings, the last of 
them entitled “Modern Music” and an organ number of a past period by William Selby, with the title “A 
Lesson for Organ.” 
 
To bridge an abrupt jump from the oldest American music to the latest modern output there was an 
interval in which the visitors either went on a drive provided for them so that they might see the historic 
spots in Boston or listened to a scholarly lecture on “The Miracle of Hearing.” The lecturer was Dr. 
Werner Mueller, assistant surgeon at the Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary and an instructor at the 
Harvard Medical School.  Dr. Mueller is also an organist.  It was unfortunate that many who wish to hear 
him yielded to the opportunity to see the sights, but a large audience was present to benefit from a talk 
of highly scientific interest. 
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Tribute to the Moderns 
 
The latter part of the afternoon and the evening were devoted to the works of the moderns.  In Jordan 
Hall at the New England Conservatory of Music the program was divided between the organ and a 
choral offering.  Miss Marilyn Mason of the faculty of the University of Michigan, who took the place of 
Robert Ellis at the last moment when the Texas organist was unable to come to Boston, aroused 
admiration with a fine performance of Schoenberg’s Variations on a Recitative from memory.  This work 
was written in 1947.  Miss Mason played with ease and poise.  The chorus Pro Musica, directed by Alfred 
Nash Patterson and accompanied by instrument from the Boston Symphony Orchestra, played 
Stravinsky’s Mass for Chorus and Wind Instruments, a composition only two years old.  It was the first 
Boston performance of the work. 
 
Catharine Crozier’s Recital 
 
The Church of the Advent was filled, with many latecomers standing, to hear Catharine Crozier’s 
demonstration of much of the best work of the modern composers for the organ.  That her performance 
made an excellent impression was attested when at the close she received an enthusiastic and 
prolonged round of applause – in a famous Episcopal church. For those who are devoted to modern 
organ music it was a feast; to those whose tastes do not find much of this palatable fare there was 
admiration for the player who was able to glorify this type of music.  As Miss Crozier has been heard on 
tours across the nation and gave her first recital at an A.G.O. convention some years ago in Cincinnati, 
her virtuosity caused no surprise. 
 
All of the program offerings have been composed in the last twenty-five years.  Miss Crozier began with 
the First Sonata of Hindemith and immediately proved her command of the large Aeolian-Skinner organ 
and the virility which marks her playing.  De Maleingreau’s “Tumult in the Praetorium,” from his Passion 
Symphony, is a brilliant work which has become almost a war horse for those who can master its 
difficulties.  There were two pieces by Leo Sowerby which were delightful to any ear – his lovely Fantasy 
for the Flute Stops and the elegy entitled “Requiescat in Pace.”  Eric DeLamarter’s “Soliloquy” is a well-
named and thoroughly enjoyable composition.  Edmund Haines’ “Promenade, Air and Toccata” is 
marked by a very brilliant final movement.  Jehan Alain, the young Frenchman who became a war 
casualty, was represented by his “Litanies” and a “Fantaisie.”  The program closed with Marcel Dupré’s 
Variations on a Noel, which is one of his best work, in the opinion of many. 
 
Thus, with an unmistakable display of enthusiasm from the great throng, closed the oblation to the 
latest music of the prevailing mode. 
 
Fred Waring and Two-Organ Program 
 
Fred Waring, whose name is a household word in radio and television, conducted a “choral workshop 
session” as the first event of Wednesday and demonstrated his methods and ideas in the realm of choral 
technique in a way to hold the interest of his audience for an hour and a half; incidentally he organized 
the organists into an impromptu chorus that showed that the tradition that organists are poor singers 
could be disproved. 
 
One of the unusual features of the convention was a concert for two organs which was made possible by 
the exhibits prepared by several organ builders.  Fenner Douglass of the Oberlin Conservatory at the 



212 
 

Aeolian-Skinner and Lawrence H. Moe of the Central Washington College, Ellensburg, Wash., at the 
Wicks were the performers, presenting a Sonata by Cherubini, a Concerto by Couperin, a sixteenth 
century piece entitled “Jon, Come Kisse Me Now,” which was music of a character to produce the 
desired result; the Bach “Mirror” Fugues, from “The Art of Fugue”, and the Concerto of Antoni Soler, 
recently presented on the air by E. Power Biggs.  It was the antithesis of modern music, but it was 
pleasing and was played as if the two performers had done this for a long time. 
 
Visit to Methuen and Andover 
 
With Andover and Phillips Academy, and Methuen, home of the famous Boston Music Hall organ, as its 
destination a fleet of buses which did not help the Boston traffic situation started out after luncheon for 
a delightful trip.  The events in both places had to be divided into sections, a practice more frequently 
necessary on the railroads than at organ recitals.  At the Phillips Academy chapel Harold W. Friedell, 
F.A.G.O., of St. Bartholomew’s Church in New York and the chairman of the Guild examination 
committee, played the 1951 examination pieces as recently published in “The Diapason” and the 
Chorale-Toccata of Ivan Langstroth, the organ composition which won the J. Fischer prize this year.  The 
Organ Institute Chorus, directed by Arthur Howes, F.A.G.O., sand the anthem which won the H.W. Gray 
prize – “Thy Mercy, O Lord, Is in the Heavens,” composed by Carl W. Landahl. This anthem impressed 
the organists as possessing beauty and practical service possibilities. 
 
At Methuen the visitors were impressed with the building which houses the Boston Music Hall 
instrument, once consigned to the oblivion of storage by those who did not realize the value of the great 
instrument.  As it stands today the organ and its home deserve to be counted as one of America’s great 
historic and artistic treasures.  To hear this organ as played by an artist of the rank of Fritz Heitmann 
provided something to be remembered.  And the fact that he had to give his recital twice because the 
convention throng was more than twice the capacity of the hall was another fact that made the 
afternoon memorable. 
 
Professor Heitmann, organist of the Dom in Berlin, who is making his second American tour and who 
was brought to the United Stated to teach at the Organ Institute, made such use of the instrument that 
everyone was thrilled.  It was a German-built organ he played, and his program was all-German.  The 
items known to the majority were the Bach Passacaglia and Fugue on “B-A-C-H,” which was the final 
number.  The remainder of the program was devoted to a Prelude and Fugue by Bruhns, Variations on a 
Chorale by Paul Hoffer and a Toccata and Fugue by Wolfgang Fortner.  The performance was one that 
justifies the use of superlative and the modest-appearing man who sat at the console was able to arouse 
his hearers to great enthusiasm for himself and for the magnificent organ whose original grandeur has 
been enhanced by the additions and changes it has undergone since its rescue from Boston dust. 
 
Great Evening at the “Pops” 
 
There was a pronounced change of scene for the evening when the organists formed a large part of an 
audience which made Arthur Fiedler and his “Pops” orchestra play to a sold-out house at the Boston 
Music Hall.  The “Pops” are a Boston institution with a European flavor, at which the audience sits at 
small tables in groups of five and if the musical fare is not adequate finds solace in sandwiches, beer and 
soft drinks.  It is a real experience to see and hear at a Boston “Pop” concert.  As an interlude, a 
certificate of honorary membership in the A.G.O. was presented to Mr. Fiedler by President Elmer.   
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As the special feature of the evening the program interspersed a series of popular classics with a 
Concerto for Organ and Orchestra in C major, by Leo Sowerby, with E. Power Biggs at the Console of the 
new Aeolian-Skinner organ.  The concerto, in three movements, gave the orchestra the opportunity to 
let loose in an almost riotous performance of a distinctly modern work which was thoroughly enjoyed by 
even those not yet acclimated to the modern type of composition.  The wild ovation given Dr. Sowerby, 
Mr. Biggs and Mr. Fiedler made it unmistakably clear that everybody was happy. 
 
Organ Matter the Topic 
 
Organ design was the topic for Thursday morning and in the hour devoted to the subject those present 
were able to gain a considerable amount of information on organ problems.  Emerson L. Richards of 
Atlantic City, organ architect and “fan,” was in the chair and recalled events in connection with the 
development of new conceptions reflected in specifications in recent years.  B. C.  Baldwin of the Estey 
Organ Company, the first speaker, told of plans of his company for much more active participation in the 
building of pipe organs.  Joseph S. Whiteford, vice-president of the Aeolian-Skinner Company, devoted a 
short time to describing the organ on exhibition at the convention which is to be installed at the new 
England Conservatory as a practice instrument.  M. P. Möller, Jr., head of M. P. Möller, Inc., presented a 
paper in which he listed the points to be considered in planning an organ suitable for every purpose.   
 
A dissertation on “Planned Acoustics in Relation to Music” followed the organ session and in it was 
brought up a topic which is disturbing to organists and organ builders – that of the installation of 
acoustical material which in many instances reduces the effectiveness of the organ. G. Donald Harrison, 
president of the Aeolian-Skinner Company, cited two instances in which havoc was wrought by covering 
the ceiling with acoustical material.  He found that the laying of red carpet had caused a loss of 75 
percent of one organ’s power.  He expressed regret that there were today no standards for good 
acoustics.  Mr. Harrison suggest that no acoustical expert who had material for sale should ever be 
employed and that a guaranty should be exacted under which the person or firm installing the acoustical 
material would be compelled to remove it if it did not perform what was promised.  Edward B. 
Gammons of the Groton School, an organ designer, seconded Mr. Harrison’s arguments.  Robert B. 
Newman of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology faculty represented the architects and in his talk 
admitted many of the complaints to be justified. 
 
Program for Organ and Strings 
 
Three young American virtuosos played the composition of three American composers, presenting 
works written in the last six years in a program of concerts for organ and strings by American composers 
in the hotel ball-room before noon.  Mary Crowley Vivian of Dallas played the Sowerby Classic Concerto.  
William Watkins was at the organ for the Prelude and Allegro by Walter Piston.  George Markey of 
Philadelphia played a Passacaglia by Ellis B. Kohs.  The Fiedler Sinfonietta, conducted by Arthur Fiedler, 
provided the strings.  It was another triumph for modern compositions, as attested beyond 
peradventure of a doubt by the audience’s applause. 
 
President Elmer had all the deans present at the convention, together with the regional chairmen, as his 
guests at the luncheon in the Old South Church Thursday and reports of chapter activities from nearly 
every state gave a picture of the widespread work of the Guild throughout the land. 
 
 
Arthur Poister’s Recital 
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Arthur Poister played a program of standard organ works in the early afternoon at Symphony Hall with 
the authority and clarity that make him an outstanding recitalist.  Mr. Poister is on the faculty of 
Syracuse University.  Four of the numbers in Dupré’s “Stations of the Cross,” modern music of intense 
feeling, were finely interpreted.  These were supplemented by the Franck Chorale in B minor and Bach’s 
Prelude and Fugue in E flat major. 
 
Archibald T. Davison, Ph.D., professor of music at Harvard and known to church musicians through his 
writings, delivered a paper on the subject of “The Church Choir of the Future” at the First Church of 
Christ, Scientist, after Mr. Poister’s recital.  He kept his audience interested for an hour with his 
impressions of the church music of today and his remarks were punctuated with much wit and a 
modicum of sarcasm.  The way to improve the service music of today, which he found in a rather low 
estate, is through more music education in the schools.  Dr. Davison has high ideals as to what is proper 
in church music and evidently does not find those ideals close to attainment. 
 
Program of Concerted Music 
 
After taking a group photograph on the steps of Trinity Church the convention listened to a program of 
concerted music in the Copley Plaza ballroom under the direction of Ernest White of the University of 
Western Ontario faculty in London, Ont., an instructor at the Andover Organ Institute and nationally 
eminent through his recitals and as director of music at the Church of St. Mary the Virgin in New York 
over a long period.  Mr. White’s forces for this program consisted of a quartet of strings from the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra, Raymond Wicher, baritone, and Edward Linzel of New York at the harpsichord, 
with Mr. White at the organ.  The program began with a rendition of the Prelude in B minor of Bach.  
Bach’s solo cantata No. 56 was beautifully done by Mr. Wicher and the accompanying instruments.  The 
last offering was the Concerto No. 1, in G minor, by Handel, for organ and strings.  The entire 
performance was one of rare beauty and style. 
 
Bach Service Impressive 
 
The Bach service Thursday evening at Trinity Church was an occasion long to be remembered for its 
impressiveness. The great church, one of the many famed houses of worship in Boston, was filled to the 
last seat and literally hundreds stood outside.  The academic procession of Guild members in hood and 
gown gave evidence of the academic character of the A.G.O. Robert Noehren, professor at the 
University of Michigan, played the prelude, consisting of three Bach chorales, and the postlude, the 
Fantasie and Fugue in G minor.  The feature of the evening was a glorious performance under the baton 
of Dr. Ifor Jones of the Bethlehem Bach Choir, of the Magnificat by the excellent Boston Chorus Pro 
Musica, which was trained by its director Alfred Nash Patterson; a quartet of distinguished vocal soloists, 
Erwin Bodky, harpsichordist, and an orchestra composed of students and faculty of the New England 
Conservatory. 
 
A brief address by the Rev. Theodore P. Ferris, D.D., rector of Trinity Church and once a church organist, 
pointed out the importance of the organist to the church.  Two things which all men have in common, 
he said, are religion and music.  He referred to various kinds of organists, some of whom, like Bach, are 
devoted to the church, while some “are in it, but not of it.”  “Adoration” he defined as a recognition of 
something supremely great. 
 
Report Show Guild’s Condition 
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A business meeting was the first order of the final day.  President Elmer directed attention to the 
prosperous condition of the Guild and asked several committee chairmen to make reports.  Seth 
Bingham, head of the national expansion committee, reported a total membership of 11,800, according 
to the latest figures, an increase of 1,700 in the last year.  Paul Swarm of Decatur, Ill., reported for the 
committee on members’ interests and told of the mailing of 22,500 questionnaires to organists in all 
parts of the country.  Dr. Carl Wiesemann told of the organ play competition and on the behalf of the 
committee on college contacts explained the plan to interest college graduates who majored in music to 
take the A.G.O. examinations. 
 
Invitations to hold the 1952 national convention were presented by Rene Dosogne, dean of the Illinois 
Chapter, on behalf of Chicago, and by Edward Berryman on behalf of St. Paul and Minneapolis.  A 
telegram contained an invitation from Charlestown, S.C.  These invitations will be submitted to the 
council for action. 
 
Representing the Associated Organ Builders A. G. Sabol asked the convention to adopt a resolution, 
which was done unanimously, appealing to architects in designing churches to allow enough space for 
the installation of an adequate organ.  He stated that in many instances only enough room for an 
electronic instrument is included in the plans. 
 
The business session was followed by the last of the series of information and discussion sessions of the 
week.  This one was devoted to the Guild examinations and Harold W. Friedell, chairman of the 
examination committee, was in the chair.  Valuable advice to those aspiring to win the A.G.O. 
certificates was presented by Carl McKinley, Mus. D., of the New England Conservatory and Harris S. 
Shaw, A.A.G.O., of Boston.  A well-prepared paper was the contribution of Rowland W. Dunham, 
F.A.G.O.,  of the University of Colorado, who spoke on “Musicianship” and emphasized the statement 
that “it is not how much one studies, but how he studies.”  Mrs. Charlotte Boserman of Seattle, Wash., 
presented a number of suggestions for making the examination serve better to carry out their object.  
She advocated stronger emphasis on accompaniment and advocated the elimination of certain features 
of the tests which she considers of little practical value to the church organist. 
 
Recital by Robert Owen 
 
Robert Owen of Christ Church in Bronxville, N. Y., offered a program which avoided extremes and 
therefore was doubly enjoyable when he gave the first recital of the busy day in the hotel ballroom on 
the Aeolian-Skinner organ.  The Concerto in B flat of Handel was beautifully interpreted.  The “Air 
Tendre” of Loeillet and d’Aquin’s “Noel Grand Jeu et Duo” were followed by an “Elegy” by Mary Howe, 
which was pleasing except for some of its dissonances.  Louis Speyer was English horn soloist in the 
Sowerby “Ballade,” composed for him, and the same composer’s Toccata.  Mr. Speyer is a member of 
the Boston Symphony. 
 
The convention throng was transported in buses to Cambridge as the afternoon opened and first visited 
the Harvard Germanic Museum, a place of special interest to organists everywhere because of the 
Sunday coast-to-coast broadcasts on its Aeolian-Skinner organ by E. Power Biggs.  After viewing the 
many exhibits the visitors heard a short recital by Mary Crowley Vivian of Dallas, Tex., a young woman 
who has already attained a wide-spread reputation as a recitalist.  Mrs. Vivian played a Bach program 
consisting of the First Trio-Sonata, the Chorale Prelude “O Guiltless Lamb of God” and the Toccata, 
Adagio and Fugue in C. 
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Contest Winner Is Heard 
 
What the contest for young organists, held for the first time this year, has brought out was illustrated at 
the recital by Bob Whitely of Oklahoma City, who won the contest, with Miss Joanne Birrell of Norwood, 
Ohio, another of the eleven contestants selected in regional preliminary contests, receiving honorable 
mention.  The performance proved that the new generation may be trusted to carry on in the best 
tradition of organ playing. Mr. Whitely began with Buxtehude and ended with Messiaen.  His Bach 
number was the Fugue in B minor.  Haydn’s “Suite for a Musical Clock” and Messiaen’s “Celestial 
Banquet” were other numbers in an eclectic program.  His playing of the Franck Chorale in A minor was 
the highest quality and Sowerby’s Arioso – the last Sowerby composition of the convention – was a 
lovely piece.  The recital offered convincing evidence of the value of the 1950 contest in disclosing real 
talent. 
 
To complete the variety of offerings on the convention program the last item was outstanding.  It was a 
service of Gregorian chant and other liturgical music conducted Everett Titcomb, nationally eminent 
exponent of this type of music, directing the Schola Cantorum of the Mission Church of St. John the 
Evangelist, the church of the Cowley Fathers.  Theodore Marier, F.A.G.O., of St. Paul’s Catholic Church 
was at the organ and Paul Stanton played the Te Deum composed by Mr. Titcomb.  The beauty of tone 
of the choir, the high quality of Mr. Titcomb’s Te Deum and the impressiveness of the entire service in 
this old Episcopal church made this one of the worthwhile convention features. 
 
Banquet in a Blaze of Glory 
 
The convention came to a close Friday evening in a scene of splendor and gaiety when the great Copley 
Plaza ballroom was filled with a happy crowd.  Mr. Biggs opened the postprandial proceeding by 
introducing Bill Cunningham as master of ceremonies.  This prominent newspaper man traced his 
interesting career from his home in Texas, where his father was a minister, where he helped to support 
his widowed mother as assistant janitor of a church, and where he first learned to play the organ, to his 
success in the East, later as a “movie” organist, up to his “reform” when he entered newspaper work.  
President Elmer presented the contestants in the 1950 contest and handed Mr. Whitely, the winner, a 
plaque from the Guild.  Mr. Elmer also read a cordial letter from Dr. Albert Schweitzer.  Fritz Heitmann 
and Mrs. Heitmann were presented and the German organist’s greeting in German was translated by Dr. 
Werner Mueller. 
 
Charles McConnell, author, director of recording for R.C.A. and one-time organist, was the evening’s 
principal speaker.  He told of the status of the great orchestras of America and revealed the approaching 
introduction of a marvelous new recording machine that may revolutionize the entire musical situation 
– a machine which, as he said, “can produce not only one Heifetz and forty Heifetzes.” 
 
Every evening after the serious convention events the crowd relaxes in the ballroom with a variety of 
nonserious and sometime hilarious proceedings under the direction of Christopher Tenley of 
Washington, master of ceremonies. 
 
Exhibits made by several organ builders added to the interest of the week.  The Aeolian-Skinner 
Company installed a two-manual classic organ whose pipes, gilded and simonized and in full view 
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because of the absence of a swell-box, resounded every day.  This instrument will be placed in the New 
England Conservatory of Music for studio use.  The Wicks Organ Company had a fine piece of work on 
the opposite side of the ballroom, also showing the internal workings.  M.P. Möller, Inc., had one of its 
small “Artiste” organs of large tonal possibilities.  The Estey Company showed one of its practice organs.  
The Frazee Company exhibited a console.  The Schantz Company was well represented and Aeolian-
Skinner placed on exhibition the four-manual console to be installed in the Central Presbyterian Church 
of New York. 
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Roster of Chapter Officers 
 

DEANS 
George Albert Burdett, A.G.O. Dec. 1905 – Sept. 1908 
Hamilton Crawford Macdougall, A.G.O., Mus. C. 1908 – 1909 
Walter John Clemson, A.G.O., M.A. (Cantab.) 1909 – 1918 
Everett Ellsworth Truette, A.G.O. 1918 - 1920 
George Albert Burdett, A.G.O. 1920 - 1922 
John Hermann Loud, F.A.G.O., A.R.C.M. 1922 - 1926 
John Patten Marshall, Mus. D. 1926 - 1930 
Raymond Clark Robinson, F.A.G.O., Mus. D. 1930 - 1933 
Frederick Harrison Johnson, F.A.G.O., F.T.C.L. 1933 - 1936 
William Edward Zeuch 1936 - 1937 
Homer Pasco Whitford, F.A.G.O. 1937 - 1939 
Homer Corliss Humphrey 1939 - 1942 
William Belknap Burbank77 1942 - 1944 
Harris Stackpole Shaw, A.A.G.O. 1944 – 1947 
Gerald Foster Frazee 1947 - 1949 
Ruth Barrett Arno, A.A.G.O. (Mrs. Walter M.) 1949 - 1950 
Ruth Barrett Phelps, A.A.G.O. (Mrs. Lawrence I.) 1950 - 1951 
Theodore Normand Marier, F.A.G.O., Ch.M. 1951 - 1952 
George H. Faxon, F.T.C.L. 1954 - 1955 
Eleanor Packard Jackson (Mrs. Albert F.) 1955 - 1956 
Herbert J.A. Irvine, A.A.G.O. 1956 - 

 

SUB - DEANS 
Albert William Snow 1909 - 1914 
-?- (Snow or Whelpley) 1914 – 1915 
Benjamin L. Whepley, A.A.G.O. 1915 – 1922 
John Patten Marshall, Mus. D. 1922 - 1926 
Raymond Clark Robinson, F.A.G.O., Mus. D. 1926 - 1930 
Francis Williams Snow, Mus. D. 1930 - 1933 
Edward B. Gammons 1933 - 1936 
Homer Pasco Whitford, F.A.G.O. 1936 - 1937 
Homer Corliss Humphrey 1936 - 1937 
Dowell P. McNeill 1937 – 1939 
William Belknap Burbank 1940 - 1942 
Harris Stackpole Shaw, A.A.G.O.78 1942 - 1944 
Maurice C. Kirkpatrick, A.A.G.O., M.A. 1944 - 1947 
Elwood E. Gaskill, M.A. (Mus.)79 1947 - 1949 
Ruth Barrett Arno, A.A.G.O. 1949 

 
77 Sub-Dean Harris Shaw became Dean in June 1944 upon the death of Dean William B. Burbank 
78 Ibid 
79 Sub-Dean Elwood Gaskill resigned November 15, 1948.  Mrs. Walter M. Arno’s appointment was announced Jan. 
10, 1949 
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Theodore Normand Marier, F.A.G.O., Ch.M. 1949 - 1951 
Grover John Oberle, F.A.G.O., Ch.M. 1951 - 1952 
George H. Faxon, F.T.C.L 1952 - 1954 
Eleanor Packard Jackson 1954 - 1955 
Harold F. Schwab, A.A.G.O. 1955 - 1957 
Mary Crowley Vivian, F.A.G.O. (Mrs. Charles H.) 1957 - 

 

SECRETARIES 
Everett Ellsworth Truette, A.G.O. 1905 - 1906 
Arthur S. Hyde 1906 - 1908 
C.G. Hamilton 1908 - 1909 
James D.D Comey 1909 - 1912 
Charles Henry Doersam, F.A.G.O. 1912 - 1913 
J. Willis Conant, F.A.G.O.80 1913 
John D. Buckingham, A.G.O. 1913 - 1918 
John Hermann Loud, F.A.G.O., A.R.C.M. 1918 - 1922 
S. Harrison Lovewell 1922 - 1929 
Francis Williams Snow, Mus. D. 1929 - 1930 
Arthur H. Ryder 1930 - 1931 
Harold F. Schwab, A.A.G.O. 1931 - 1934 
Paul C. Akin81 1934 - 1936 
Edward B. Gammons 1936 - 1937 
George F. Faxon, F.T.C.L. 1937 - 1939 
Gardiner C. Evans 1939 - 1943 
Margaret Reade Martin 1943 - 1946 
Eleanor Packard Jackson82 1946 
Margaret Reade Martin 1946 -1947 
Marjorie Fay Johnson 1947 - 1950 
Emma Jane West 1950 - 1952 
Emma Jane Trembly (Mrs. Gray C.) 1952 - 1956 
Eleanor Knight Bowering (Mrs. A. Stanley) 1956 -  

 

ASSISTANT SECRETARIES 
Marion Louise Chapin 1933 - 1934 

 

TREASURERS 
Warren A. Locke, A.A.G.O. 1905 - 1906 
-?- (Locke or Whelpley) 1906 - 1908 
Benjamin L. Whelpley 1908 - 1910 
Wilbur Hascall 1910 - 1921 
Edward Jacobs Smith 1921 - 1936 

 
80 Mr. Conant was elected Secretary May 19, 1913.  He resigned Sept. 17, 19131, moving to Washington, D.C. 
81 Mr. Akin resigned in March, 1936, moving to Pennsylvania 
82 Mrs. Jackson resigned Sept. 1, 1946 and never served. 



220 
 

Raymond Floyd 1936 - 1938 
Maurice C. Kirkpatrick, A.A.G.O., M.A. 1938 - 1941 
Elwood E. Gaskill, M.A. (Mus.)83 1941 -1942 
Paul F. Stanton84 1942 - 1943 
Leslie A. Charlton 1943 - 1947 
Herbert J.A. Irvine, A.A.G.O. 1947 - 1952 
Ernest E. Hardy 1952 - 1956 
David Ashley Cotton 1956 - 

 

REGISTRARS 
Harold Winthrop Martin85 1949 - 1952 
William A. Little86 1952 - 1953 
Marshall Sumner Wilkins87 1953 - 

 

CHAPLAINS 
The Rev. Peter R. Blynn, Curate, Church of the 1953 -  
   Advent, Boston  

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
1905 - 1906 

Walter J. Clemson, A.G.O. William Churchill Hammond, A.G.O. 
Henry Morton Dunham, A.G.O. Benjamin Johnson Lang, A.G.O. 
Arthur Foote, A.G.O. Hamilton C. Macdougall, A.G.O. 
Samuel Brenton Whitney, A.G.O.  
  

1906 - 1907 
-?- 

  
1907 - 1908 

-?- 
  

1908 - 1909 
Alfred Brinkler, F.A.G.O. Wallace Goodrich 
George A. Burdett, A.G. O. William C. Hammond, A.G.O., Mus. D. 

 
83 Mr. Gaskill resigned in September 1942. 
84 Mr. Stanton resigned in September 1943. 
85 Mr. Martin was appointed by Dean Arno to serve as acting Registrar at a business meeting of the Chapter held at 
the First Church of Christ, Scientist in October 1949.  On November 14, 1949, the Executive Committee elected Mr. 
Martin as Registrar for the 1949 – 1950 season. He was then elected by the Chapter members at the annual 
meetings of 1950, 1951 and 1952. He resigned as Registrar on September 1, 1952 to enter the School of Sacred 
Music, Union Theological Seminary, New York City. 
86 Mr. Little was elected Registrar by the Executive Committee on September 8, 1952 to fill the vacancy caused by 
the resignation of Mr. Martin.  He entered the U.S. Army in April 1953. 
87 Mr. Wilkins was elected to succeed Mr. Little at the annual meeting of May 18, 1953. 
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Henry M. Dunham, A.G.O. S. B. Whitney, A.G.O. 
  

1909 - 1910 
Same as above 

  
1910 - 1911 

Alfred Brinkler, F.A.G.O. Arthur Foote, A.G.O. 
George A. Burdette, A.G.O. William C. Hammond, A.G.O. 
Henry M. Dunham, A.G.O. S.B. Whitney, A.G.O. 
  

1911 - 1912 
-?- 

  
1912 - 1913 

Myron C. Ballou Henry M. Dunham, A.G.O. 
John Hermann Loud, F.A.G.O. -?- 
  

1913 - 1914 
Myron C Ballou William C. Hammond, A.G.O. 
Alfred Brinkler, F.A.G.O. John Hermann Loud, F.A.G.O. 
Henry M. Dunham, A.G.O. Allen W. Swann, A.G.O. 
  

1914 - 1915 
-?- 

  
1915 - 1916 

Charles D. Irwin Albert W. Snow 
John Hermann Loud, F.A.G.O. Allen W. Swan, A.G.O. 
-?-  
  

1916 - 1917 
Henry M. Dunham, A.G.O. Arthur Foote, A.G.O. 
Hamilton C. Macdougall, A.G.O. -?- 
  

1917 – 1918 
George A. Burdett, A.G.O. Hamilton C. Macdougall, A.G.O. 
Henry M. Dunham, A.G.O. Albert W. Snow 
W. Lynnwood Farnam Francis W. Snow 
John Hermann Loud, F.A.G.O. Allen W. Swan, A.G.O. 
Everett E. Truette, A.G.O  
  

1918 - 1919 
John D. Buckingham, A.G.O. Albert W. Snow 
Homer C. Humphrey Francis W. Snow 
Raymond C. Robinson, F.A.G.O Allen W. Swan, A.G.O 
-?-  
  

1919 - 1920 
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-?- 
  

1920 - 1921 
Florence Rich King, F.A.G.O. Francis W. Snow 
William E. Zuech -?- 
  

1921 - 1922 
-?- 

  
1922 - 1923 

Charles D. Irwin Ernest Mitchell 
Benjamin L. Whelpley -?- 
  

1923 - 1924 
Wilbur Hascall Florence Rich King, F.A.G.O. 
Francis W. Snow Charles D. Irwin 
B.L. Whelpley Henry E. Wry 
John D. Buckingham, A.G.O. Homer C. Humphrey 
Albert W. Snow  
  

1924 - 1925 
John D. Buckingham, A.G.O. E. Rupert Sircom 
Albert W. Snow Wilbur Hascall 
Florence Rich King, F.A.G.O. Francis W. Snow 
Charles D. Irwin B.L. Whelpley 
Henry E. Wry  
  

1925 - 1926 
Charles D. Irwin B.L. Whelpley 
Henry E. Wry John D. Buckingham, F.A.G.O. 
E. Rupert Sircom Albert W. Snow 
Florence Rich King, F.A.G.O. Francis W. Snow 
Irving H. Upton  
  

1926 - 1927 
Florence Rich King, F.A.G.O. Francis W. Snow 
Irving H. Upton Charles D. Irwin 
B.L. Whelpley Henry E. Wry 
John D. Buckingham, A.G.O. E. Rupert Sircom (resigned) 
Albert W. Snow Homer C. Humphrey (appointed) 
  

1927 - 1928 
Leland A. Arnold Homer C. Humphrey 
William E. Zeuch Rena I. Bisbee, A.A.G.O. 
Francis W. Snow Irving H. Upton 
Charles D. Irwin B.L. Whelpley 
Henry E. Wry  
  



223 
 

1928 - 1929 
Charles D. Irwin Arthur H. Ryder 
B.L. Whelpley Leland A. Arnold 
Homer C. Humphrey William A. Zeuch 
Rena I. Bisbee, A.A.G.O. Francis W. Snow 
Irving H. Upton  
  

1929 - 1930 
Rena I. Bisbee, A.A.G.O. Edith Lang 
Irving H. Upton Charles D. Irwin 
Arthur H. Ryder B.L. Whelpley 
Leland A. Arnold Homer C. Humphrey 
William E. Zeuch  
  

1930 - 1931 
Leland A. Arnold Homer C. Humphrey 
Albert W. Snow Rena I. Bisbee, A.A.G.O. 
Edith Lang Harold R. Schwab, A.A.G.O. 
Charles D. Irwin Frederick N. Shackley 
B.L. Whelpley  
  

1931 -1932 
Henry R. Austin Frederick H. Johnson, F.A.G.O. 
William E. Zeuch Leland A. Arnold 
Homer C. Humphrey Albert W. Snow 
Rena I. Bisbee, A.A.G.O. Edith Lang 
Frederick N. Chackley  
  

1932 - 1933 
Blanche T. Brock Gerald F. Frazee 
Albion Metcalf Henry R. Austin 
Frederick H. Johnson, F.A.G.O. William E. Zeuch 
Leland A. Arnold Homer C. Humphrey 
Albert W. Snow  
  

1933 – 1934 
Marion P. Frost Velma L. Harden 
Homer C. Humphrey Blanche T. Brock 
Gerald F. Frazee Albion Metcalf 
Henry R. Austin Albert W. Snow 
William E. Zeuch  
  

1934 - 1935 
Albert W. Snow Francis W. Snow 
William E. Zeuch Marion P. Frost 
Velma L. Harden  Homer C. Humphrey 
Blanche T. Brock Gerald F. Frazee 
Albion Metcalf  
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1935 - 1936 

Marguerite L. Barnes Raymond Floyd 
Edward B. Whittredge, F.A.G.O. Albert W. Snow 
Francis W. Snow William E. Zeuch 
Marion P. Frost Velma L. Harden 
Homer C. Humphrey  
  

1936 - 1937 
Homer C. Humphrey Carl K. McKinley, A.A.G.O. 
Florence G. Wheeler Marguerite L. Barnes 
William B. Burbank Edward B. Whittredge, F.A.G.O. 
Albert W. Snow Francis W. Snow 
Dorothy A. Sprague  
  

1937 - 1938 
Marguerite L. Barnes William B. Burbank 
H. Everett Titcomb Ann J. Everett 
Gerald F. Frazee Arthur Phelps 
Carl McKinley, A.A.G.O. Dowel P. McNeill 
Florence G. Wheeler  
  

1939 -1940 
Blanche T. Brock Carl McKinley, A.A.G.O. 
Henry Jackson Warren Marguerite L. Barnes 
William B. Burbank H. Everett Titcomb 
Ann J. Everett Gerald F. Frazee 
Edward B. Whittredge, F.A.G.O.  
  

1940 -1941 
Francis J. Mahler Harris S. Shaw, A.A.G.O. 
Florence G. Wheeler Blanche T. Brock 
Carl McKinley, A.A.G.O. Henry Jackson Warren 
Marguerite L. Barnes Raymond Floyd 
H. Everett Titcomb  
  

1941 - 1942 
Wesley A. Day (resigned) Francis E. Hagar 
Margaret Reade Martin Francis J. Mahler 
Harris S. Shaw, A.A.G.O. Florence G. Wheeler 
Blanche T. Brock Carl McKinley, A.A.G.O. 
Henry Jackson Warren  
  

1942 - 1943 
E. Power Biggs George R. Hunsche (resigned) 
Richard Klausli (resigned) Velma L. Harden (appointed) 
Eleanor Packard Jackson (appointed) Francis E. Hagar 
Maurice C. Kirkpatrick, A.A.G.O. Margaret Reade Martin 
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Francis J. Mahler H. Everett Titcomb 
Florence G. Wheeler  
  

1943 - 1944 
Ruth Barrett Arno, A.A.G.O. Ernest E. Hardy 
Elmer G. Westlund E. Power Biggs 
Velma L. Harden Eleanor Packard Jackson 
Francis E. Hagar Maurice C. Kirkpatrick, A.A.G.O. 
Leonard S. Whalen  
  

1944 - 1945 
Mark S. Dickey Hebert J. Irvine, A.A.G.O. 
Leonard S. Whalen Ruth Barrett Arno, A.A.G.O. 
Ernest E. Hardy Elmer G. Westlund 
E. Power Biggs Velma L. Harden 
Eleanor Packard Jackson  
  

1945 -1946 
E. Hilda Barnes William K. Provine 
Samuel T. Walter, A.A.G.O. Mark S. Dickey 
Herbert J. Irvine, A.A.G.O. Leonard S. Whalen 
Ruth Barrett Arno, A.A.G.O. Ernest E. Hardy 
Elmer G. Westlund  
  

1946 - 1947 
Kate Marion Chapin, A.A.G.O. Elwood E. Gaskill 
H. Winthrop Martin E. Hilda Barnes 
William K. Provine Samuel T. Walter, A.A.G.O. 
Mark S. Dickey Herbert J. Irvine, A.A.G.O. 
Leonard S. Whalen  
  

1947 - 1948 
Paul C. Akin George H. Faxon 
Myrtle Vradenburg Kate M. Chapin, A.A.G.O. 
Kenneth J. Hanly H. Winthrop Martin 
E. Hilda Barnes William K. Provine 
Samuel T. Walter, A.A.G.O.  
  

1948 - 1949 
Edward H. Howard Theodore N. Marier, F.A.G.O. 
John B. Woodworth Paul C. Akin 
George Faxon Myrtle Vrandenburg 
Kate M. Chapin, A.A.G.O. Kenneth J. Hanly 
H. Winthrop Martin  
  

1949 -1950 
Mark S. Dickey Edith Lang 
Marshall Sumner Wilkins Edward H. Howard 
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Grover J. Oberle, F.A.G.O. John B. Woodworth 
Paul C. Akin George Faxon 
Myrtle Vradenburg  
  

1950 - 1951 
Francis E. Hagar Eleanor Packard Jackson 
William A. Little Mark S. Dickey 
Edith Lang Marshall S. Wilkins 
Edward H. Howard Grover J. Oberle, F.A.G.O. 
John B. Woodworth  
  

1951 - 1952 
Alfred Nash Patterson Myrtle E. Richardson 
Ivar L. Sjostrom Francis E. Hagar 
Eleanor Packard Jackson William A. Little 
Mark S. Dickey Edith Lang 
Marshall S. Wilkins  
  

1952 - 1953 
Eleanor K. Bowering Jean B. Hersey 
Harold A. La Croix Alfred Nash Patterson 
Myrtle E. Richardson Ivar L. Sjostrom 
Francis E. Hagar Eleanor Packard Jackson 
William A. Little (resigned) Claude A. Higgins (appointed) 
  

1953 - 1954 
Gerald F. Frazee88 Ella France Jones 
Samuel Walter, A.A.G.O., Ch.M. Eleanor K. Bowering 
Harold A. La Croix Jean Hersey White 
Alfred Nash Patterson Myrtle E. Richardson 
Ivar L. Sjostrom  
  

1954 - 1955 
Claude A. Higgins Stephen J. Ortlip 
Sally Slade Warner Gerald F. Frazee 
Ella France Jones Samuel Walter, A.A.G.O., Ch. M. 
Eleanor K. Bowering Harold A. La Croix 
Jean Hersey White  
  

1955 - 1956 

 
88 Past – Dean Gerald F. Frazee (1947-1949) became the first past-Dean to qualify as an elected member of the 
Executive Committee under the new By-Laws adopted by the Chapter at the annual meeting held May 18, 1953.  
By vote of the Executive Committee of the New England Chapter, April 22, 1918, past-Deans served as ex-officio 
members of the Committee with a full vote.  Under the new By-Laws this provision is eliminated and this section 
substituted: 

All past-Deans shall be invited to attend the meetings of the Executive Committee in an advisory capacity. 
(ARTICLE IV, Sect. 3) 
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Lawrence H. Moe, A.A.G.O. Harris S. Shaw, A.A.G.O. 
Mary Crowley Vivian, F.A.G.O. David Ashley Cotton 
Myrtle Vradenburg Sally Slade Warner 
Leslie A. Charlton Gerald F. Frazee 
Ella France Jones  
  

1956 - 1957 
Roy E. H. Carlson Louise B. Jenkins 
Peter Waring Lawrence H. Moe, A.A.G.O. 
Harris S. Shaw, A.A.G.O. Mary Crowley Vivian, F.A.G.O. 
Claude A. Higgins (resigned) Barbara Laski (appointed 
Myrtle Vradenburg Sally Slade Warner 
  

1957 - 1958 
Marion Boron David Johnson, A.A.G.O. 
Douglas L. Rafter, A.A.G.O. Roy E. H. Carlson 
Louise B. Jenkins Peter Waring 
Max Miller, F.A.G.O. Harris S. Shaw, A.A.G.O. 
Edith Sloane  

 

HONORARY MEMBERS 
Alfred Brinkler, F.A.G.O., Portland, Maine 
The Rev. Raymond Calkins, D.D., Cambridge, Massachusetts 
The Rev. Charles E. Park, D.D., Boston, Massachusetts 
*Most Rev. Edward F. Ryan, D.D., Burlington, Vermont 
The Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, D.D., New York City 
Ernest Martin Skinner, Dorchester, Massachusetts  
*deceased 

 

List of Annual Meetings 
 

Dec. 28, 1905 Everett E. Truett’s studio, 218 Tremont St. 
-?-, 1906 -?- 
-?-, 1907 -?- 
May 15, 1908 Jordan Hall, New England Conservatory of Music 
Apr. 28, 1909 Young’s Hotel, Boston 
Apr. 21, 1910 Hotel Brunswick, Boston 
Apr. 24, 1911 -?- 
Apr. 25, 1912 Harvard Musical Association, 57-a Chestnut St. 
May 19, 1913 do 
May 6, 1914 -?-, Boston 
May 3, 1915 -?-, Boston 
-?-, 1916 Harvard Musical Association, 57-a Chestnut St. 
May 2, 1917 do 
May 6, 1918 do 
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May 12, 1919 do 
May 3, 1920 do 
May 9, 1921 do 
May 8, 1922 do 
May 15, 1923 do 
May 12, 1924 do 
May 12, 1925 do 
May 11, 1926 do 
May 17, 1927 do 
May 14, 1928 Twentieth Century Club, 3 Joy Street, Boston 
May 13, 1929 Harvard Musical Association, 57-a Chestnut St. 
May 19, 1930 do 
May 21, 1931 -?- 
May 16, 1932 -?- 
May 9, 1933 Harvard Musical Association, 57-a Chestnut St. 
May 14, 1934 The University Club, Stuart Street, Boston 
May 20, 1935 Harvard Musical Association, 57-a Chestnut St. 
May ?, 1936 -?- 
May 25, 1937 Harvard Musical Association, 57-a Chestnut St. 
May 16, 1938 do 
May 27, 1939 Serlo Organ Hall, Methuen 
May 15, 1940 Second Church in Boston, Beacon St. & Park Drive 
May 12, 1941 St. Paul’s Church, St. Paul St., Brookline 
May 11, 1942 Second Church in Boston, Beacon St. & Park Drive 
May 24, 1943 First Baptist Church, Clarendon St., Boston 
May 22, 1944 Harvard Church, Harvard St., Brookline 
May 14, 1945 St. Paul’s Church, St. Paul St., Brookline 
May 13, 1946 do 
May 26, 1947 Emmanuel Church, 15 Newbury Street, Boston 
May 10, 1948 Wellesley Congregational Church (the Village 

Church), Central Street, Wellesley 
May 16, 1949 First Baptist Church, Church Street, Malden 
May 15, 1950 First Church in Boston, Berkeley and Marlboro 

Streets, Boston 
May 7, 1951 Church of the Advent, Mt. Vernon and Brimmer 

Streets, Boston 
May 19, 1952 Old South Church, Boylston and Dartmouth 

Streets, Boston 
May 18, 1953 Harvard Musical Association, 57-a Chestnut St. 
May 18, 1954 Emmanuel Church, 15 Newbury Street, Boston 
May 23, 1955 First Baptist Church, Clarendon St., Boston 
May 22, 1956 Emmanuel Church, 15 Newbury Street, Boston 
May 14, 1957 do 

 

Vote Cast for Members of the Executive Committee 
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May 11, 1942 *E. Power Biggs89 (Vote not recorded) 
 Velma L. Harden  
 *George R. Hunsche  
 Eleanor Packard Jackson  
 *Richard Kleusli  
 (Two-year term of Wesley A. Day)  
 *Maurice C. Kirkpatrick (Vote not recorded) 
 (One-year term of Harris S. Shaw)  
 *Everett Titcomb (Vote not recorded) 
   
May 24, 1943 *Ruth B. Arno (Vote not recorded) 
 Leslie A. Charlton  
 Reginald H. Crowley  
 *Ernest Hardy  
 *Elmer Westlund  
 (One-year term of Margaret Read Martin)  
 *Leonard S. Whalen (Vote not recorded) 
   
May 22, 1944 Ada Courage 36 
 *Mark Dickey 52 
 Francis Hagar 28 
 *Herbert Irvine 37 
 *Leonard S. Whalen 57 
   
May 14, 1945 *E. Hilda Barnes 49 
 Harriet H. Forbush 22 
 Barbara Laski 22 
 Rachel Quant 31 
 *William K. Provine 47 
 *Samuel T. Walter, A.A.G.O. 43 
   
May 13,1946 *Kate M. Chapin 53 
 Frances Ray Dunlevy 41 
 *Elwood Gaskill 56 
 Edward H. Howard 38 
 *H. Winthrop Martin 60 
   
May 26, 1947 *Paul C. Akin 63 
 *George Faxon 82 
 Kenneth J. Hanly 28 
 Francis J. Mahler 41 
 *Myrtle Vradenburg 47 
 Marguerite L. Barnes (write-in) 1 
   
May 10, 1948 *Edward H. Howard 88 
 Louise B. Jenkins 69 

 
89 * Denoted elected 
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 *Theodore N. Marier, F.A.G.O. 76 
 Franklin P. Taplin 42 
 *John B. Woodworth 79 
 (One-year term of Elwood E. Gaskill)90  
 *Kenneth J. Hanly 112 

   
May 16, 1949 *Mark S. Dickey 86 
 *Edith M. Lang 103 
 Barbara Laski 63 
 Elmer G. Westlund 57 
 *Marshall S. Wilkins 92 
 (Two-year term of Theodore N. Marier)  
 *Grover J. Oberle, F.A.G.O. 127 
   
May 15, 1950 C. Emerson Fox 53 
 *Francis E. Hagar 79 
 *Eleanor Packard Jackson 97 
 Ella France Jones 47 
 Barbara Laski 39 
 *William A. Little 86 
   
May 7, 1951 Evelyn M. Borofsky-Roskin 51 
 Esther M. Nazarian 36 
 *Alfred Nash Patterson 95 
 *Myrtle E. Richardson 57 
 *Ivar L. Sjostrom 72 
   
May 19, 1952 Eleanor K. Bowering 54 
 *Jean B. Hersey 87 
 Claude A. Higgins 40 
 *Harold A. La Croix 57 
 Hope Lincoln Petrie 54 
May 19, 1952 Second Vote91  
 *Eleanor K. Bowering 38 
 Hope Lincoln Petrie 16 
   
May 18, 1953 Leslie A. Charlton 40 
 *Gerald F. Frazee 46 
 Claude A. Higgins 25 
 *Ella France Jones 50 
 *Samuel B. Woodworth 39 
   

 
90 Mr. Gaskill was elected Sub-Dean on May 26, 1947.  The Dean (Mr. Frazee) appointed Kenneth J. Hanly to fill the 
vacancy and he met with the Committee during 1947 – 1948. At the election of May 10, 1948, he was elected for 
the balance of Mr. Gaskill’s term. 
91 The vote cast for members of the Executive Committee at the annual meeting of May 19, 1952 resulted in a tie 
vote for one of the three places.  The Dean (Mr. Marier) called for a second vote, with the above result. 
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May 18, 1954 Helen E. Borngesser 45 
 Rowland W. Halfpenny 60 
 *Claude A. Higgins 77 
 *Stephen J. Ortlip 74 
 *Sally Slade Warner 63 
   
May 23, 1955 Maurice C. Kirkpatrick, A.A.G.O. 43 
 Barbara Laski 27 
 *Lawrence Moe 45 
 *Harris Shaw, A.A.G.O. 60 
 *Mary Crowley Vivian, F.A.G.O. 62 
 (Two-year term of Claude A. Higgins – printed 

incorrectly on ballot as “one-year term”) 
 

 *David Ashley Cotton 73 
 (Two-year term of Stephen J. Ortlip)  
 *Myrtle Vrandenburg 72 
 (One-year term of Samuel Walter)  
 *Leslie A. Charlton 73 
   
May 22, 1956 *Roy E. Carlson 40 
 Mark Dickey 29 
 Margaret Godfrey 5 
 Paul St. George 24 
 Max Miller 29 
 Alfred Hoose 24 
 Florence R. Flanders 21 
 *Louise Jenkins 41 
 Albert B. McConnell 15 
 *Peter Waring 55 
 (One-year term of David Ashley Cotton)  
 *Claude A. Higgins 74 
   
May 14, 1957 *Marion Boron 54 
 Leo Brehm, Ch.M. 28 
 *David Johnson, A.A.G.O. 70 
 *Douglas Rafter, A.A.G.O. 43 
 Clifford Webber 26 
 (One-year term of Lawrence Moe)  
 *Max Miller, F.A.G.O. 69 
 (One-year term of Mary Crowley Vivian)  
 *Edith Sloane 67 

 

 

Referendum 
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May 19, 1952 QUESTION: Shall the name of the Massachusetts Chapter be changed to “Boston 
Chapter,” effective July 1, 1952? 

 YES - 71  
 NO - 38  
 BL1ANKS - 1  
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1952 May 19 Official Ballot for the Annual Meeting 
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1953 Feb 16 Proposed By-Laws Boston Chapter, American Guild of Organists 
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1951 Oct Monthly “Bulletin” Vol. I No. 1 
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1932 Jun 20 – 25 Eleventh General Convention of the American Guild of Organists 
 

1950 Jun 19 – 23 General Program for the Twentieth National Convention 
 

1955 Dec 6 Golden Anniversary Program of the Boston Chapter 1905 – 1955 
 

These three booklets are included in H. Winthrop Martin’s book.  They are bound into the work and 
could not be copied without damage to the book or the documents.  They are referenced here.  To view 
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